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''My neighbors laughed when I ordered ... 
now they ALL want a tomato garden like mine!'' 

Introducing a gardening planter that automatically grows your vegetables for you - simply, naturally and 
without any work. The Award-Winning GrowBox combines 45 years of USDA research and University 
field trials into a patented planter that makes sure your plants thrive - every time, year after year. 

Look How Easily You'll 1 The 2atented Nutrient
Grow Tomatoes Patcl:t cover releases 
1 Just fill your GrowBox 

with com
m�mpotting 
llllX. 

2 Lay the 
patented 
Nutrient 
Patcli" 
cover on 
the top and 
plant by the 
numbers. 

3Add water 
to the 
reservoir 
and ... Watch 'Em Grow!

Brown Thumb? It's 
EASY being green! 
Simple instructions show 
you when and what to plant. 
Then The GrowBox auto
matically adds the right 
amount of water and fertil
izer for you. No guessing, no 
schedules, nothing to learn. 
Works perfectly - even for 
1st timers. 

�¢ "Outstanding New Gardening Product 
�\\"',.- Award for Ea s e  and Innovation"

Perfect for Patios and Decks 
Great for busy homemakers, seniors and budget-minded people who want to save 
money on safe, clean produce. NEW Organic Fertilizer now available. 

The EASY way to Garden You've been Waiting For. 

premium fertilizer at the 
right time, properly 
spaces your plants and 
keeps the soil warm. 

2 Uses simple potting mix 
for green-house quality 
results. No weeds or dig
ging. You '11 never grow 
in the ground again! 

3 Water constantly moves 
upwards to the roots. 
Stores 4 gallons for easy 
maintenance and it's 
impossible to over-water. 

4 Just plant it and forget it! 
The indoor/outdoor 
GrowBox is portable, 
neat, easy to use and is 
re-usable for years 
and years. 

"I own 5 of them and they're 
the greatest .. .I am the envy of 
our neighborhood!" 

RuthM. 
Mother Earth News 
Magazine subscriber 

Enjoy a constantly producing garden anywhere you have sunlight. Pick FULL
SIZE vegetables and salads daily for months - then simply re-plant year after 
year using the same soil. Grows ALL plants with the same ease 

Try Our GrowBoxes RISK-FREE This Spring 
Order yours now and grow perfect tomatoes, peppers, 'cukes, salads and more. TAKE AN ENTIRE YEAR TO DECIDE that you love 
your new garden. If for ANY REASON, you 're not completely satisfied, simply return them for a 100% refund - including your initial 
shipping fee. You have nothing to lose with this no-risk offer. TRY 3 GROWBOXES'" THIS SEASON and say good- r=, r=, 

bye to high produce costs. Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. L!J • L!J 
Toll-free (866) 947-5705 Visit our website for lots more information •t--

w w w. a g a r d e npa t ch .  c o m  
The GrowBox comes complete with planter, fertilizer, cover, simple instructions and a planting guide. 
Just add 32 quarts of potting mix and plants or seeds. Measures 28" long, 14" wide and 12" tall. 

© 2020 The Garden Patch ™ Grow Box™ 
6CCSSMM0CCAA
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I  A M  C O U N T R Y S I D E

Hello from the big sky of 
Montana! I’m Eva Olson from 
Prairie Girl Farm. Grab a cup 
of coffee while I take you on a 
tour of our homestead. 

Cowboy and I are retired Montana cattle ranchers  
now living a simpler life. We recently set up our  
new homestead from scratch. 

Together we grow a big garden. We harvest it and 
try to eat fresh all summer and then try to preserve 
in all different ways for winter as it’s important 
to always keep a farmhouse pantry stocked up. 

I dehydrate, can, freeze, and ferment. We recently 
built a 12’x16’ root cellar to keep our garden comfort 
foods as well as the many jars of canned goodness. 

We have a few goats, mini donkeys, chickens, ducks,  
and beautiful Jersey cows! We also still have a few  
Angus cows. 

My Cowboy recently started a project of Haflinger 
horses. We just had our first foal. Beautiful horses! 

Our property is 131 acres in the beautiful Bull  
Mountains. We cut our own wood for our Home  
Comfort antique wood cookstove. This beautiful 
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old stove is our main heat and we cook on it 
every day while it is heating our house. 

Cowboy and I are a little old-fashioned and strive to 
live a simpler life being as self-sufficient as possible. 
We feel in this day and age it’s very important. 

We raise our own beef to fill our freezer. We 
butcher our extra roosters that we raise either 
from hatching — either in an incubator or under a 
broody hen. We love having our farm-fresh eggs! 

I do a lot of home cooking by scratch as well as 
big batches of homemade bread. Nothing makes 
a house feel more comforting than a hot kettle 
of soup bubbling on the wood cookstove and a 
fresh bun with homemade butter and jam. 

We have a handful of Jersey cows and if we can 
manage to steal a little milk, we count it a blessing 
to have fresh milk and cream available. I also use 
our cow milk and some goat milk to make soaps. 

I really enjoy stocking our farmhouse pantry 
with Mason jars of fruits, veggies from the garden, 
relishes, jellies, meats, sauerkraut, as well as vacuum-
sealed jars of dehydrated foods, herbs, and nuts. 

My Cowboy is always busy on the homestead 
making it our cozy home. He is very handy and a 
man of many talents. We enjoy meeting on the porch 
throughout the summer for coffee or an ice cold drink. 
We sit back and gaze at all we are so thankful for. 

All four seasons are welcomed on our homestead. 
Spring brings new life to our barnyard. Our red barn 
that Cowboy built is a very busy spot with new calves 
and baby goats in every corner. You will find baby 

Cowboy and I are a little old-fashioned  
and strive to live a simpler life being 

as self-sufficient as possible.
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Previous pages:
1 | Halter breaking EasterBelle.
2 | Cowboy and I are thankful for our gardens.
3 | Our red barn is a busy place every spring.
4 | This is a normal day in the spring on the homestead.
5 | The hens in the coop get fresh herbs from the garden.
6 | More than likely, you will find me in the barn during  
  kidding season.

These pages:
1 | Our wood cookstove is not just our main heat   
 in winter but produces some good home cookin'!
2 | Ginger the goat will always meet you at the gate.
3 | One of our hens that lay those beautiful farm 
  fresh eggs!
4 | Spring is a time for bunnies and ducklings in  
  the barnyard.
5 | In summer months, you will find my farmhouse   
  kitchen full of harvest bounty!
6 | Heidi is my main girl when I’m needing milk  
  to make my soaps. 
7 | My Cowboy is always busy on the homestead making  
  it our cozy home.
8 | We strive to keep our pantry shelves full.
9 | Beautiful colored eggs collected fresh from the  
  nesting boxes.
10 | Meet us on our old porch for coffee!

We have a 
few goats, 

mini donkeys, 
chickens, ducks, 

and beautiful 
Jersey cows! 

chicks under a heat bulb or a broody hen patiently 
waiting for her clutch to hatch. Don’t forget the sound 
of meadowlarks! 

Spring is also a busy time out in the greenhouse as 
we start seeds and till and prepare the garden soil. 

Summer in Montana tends to find us busy growing  
our own food and finishing projects around the 
homestead and planning ahead for winter, which 
finds us sooner than we look forward to. 

Fall … what can I say? It comes fast and goes so fast.  
It’s a beautiful cool-weather time to sit back and look  
at all we have accomplished and what needs to happen  
before the snow flies. 

You can find us cutting and splitting wood for the 
farmhouse. When winter hits in Montana, we are 
thankful for all the preps that have been done ahead 
to be ready for snow, cold, and feeding critters. 

Holidays you can find our table full of baked pies, 
breads, and hearty meals. When winter gets long 
and January seeds catalogs start showing up, I can 
dream of spring, garden seeds, and my greenhouse. 

Thank you for stopping and reading about our  
life in the homestead.  

Follow Prairie Girl Farm at: 
Facebook: Prairie Girl Farm  
YouTube: Prairie Girl & Cowboy Homestead
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RIVERFRONT HOME

Located off the banks of the 
Wallowa River, this 3-BR, 2-BA 
home offers almost year round fly 
fishing, incredible views and access 
to abundant outdoor recreation.
$499,999 | WALLOWA, OR | #36093-19495

LAKEFRONT LIVING

Retreat to this 2-BR, 2-BA lakefront 
log cabin on 42 acres with 650 
feet of lake frontage, a cold 
stream pond and ample outdoor 
recreational opportunities. 
     $399,000 | LOWELL, ME | #18015-09421

SELL THE LIFESTYLE YOU LOVESELL THE LIFESTYLE YOU LOVE
Leverage your love of country and lifestyle properties 
and explore career opportunities with United Country 
Real Estate. As the nation’s leading seller of lifestyle 
and non-urban properties, we can give you the tools 

you need to succeed. Contact us today. 

844.415.8959  |  JoinUs@UnitedCountry.com

Trust the company with over 90 years of lifestyle and 
country living expertise to help you find your ideal property.

DISCOVERyour lifestyle
SECLUDED COASTAL HOME

A 4-BR, 2-BA home sitting on Rocky 
Creek with a floating dock, small 
boat slip and boat lift/fish cleaning 
station is one of the last homes 
before state land. 
$399,900 | STEINHATCHEE, FL | #09056-06129

OFF-GRID CABIN

Independent from the power grid, 
this energy-efficient cabin sits on 
120 acres on the slopes of Clark 
Mountain with solar generated 
electricity and a 50 gallon water tank. 
$499,000 | PIEDMONT, MO | #24143-86531

Find many more lifestyle, recreational & country properties at

UCCountryHomes.com | 800.999.1020 ext 110

SUSTAINABLE FARM

This 58-acre farm has a custom built 
2-BR, 2-BA home with a horse barn, 
chicken coop, high tunnel hoop 
house, residential wind turbine, 
developed ponds and so much more. 
$650,000 | MCDOWELL, VA | #45045-06440

EQUIPPED RANCHETTE 

Stunning 4-BR, 2-BA home on 80± 
acres with a full size arena, 4-stall 
Morton barn, cattle chutes and 
outbuildings is country living at 
its finest.  
$475,000 | ELK CITY, OK | #35059-32970

theCOUNTRY is
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At Countryside, our purpose is to inspire self-reliant living on any level.

We acknowledge that the path to self-sufficiency is as unique as the person who 
accepts the journey.

We strive to strengthen the homesteading movement by sharing the diverse voices and 
knowledge of today’s practioners.

We teach our readers how to grow and raise their own food; build, fix, and craft with their 
own two hands; and walk as gently on this planet as possible.
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Hands-On,  
Step-By-Step 

Sustainable-Living 
Guide

40 Projects for 
Building Your 

Backyard  
Homestead

To Order Visit:  
iamcountryside.com 

/shop 

Or Call: 
970-392-4419

• Create Your Own Planters, 
Pens, Coops, & Sheds

• Install Aquaponics &  
Hydroponics

• Add Wind & Solar Power



countryside :: a letter to readers

Ann Tom 
Editor, Countryside

FROM THE  

EDITOR

Countryside Editor Letter
P.O. Box 566 
Medford, WI 54451 
Or email: editor@countrysidemag.com

HAVE AN IDEA OR STORY TO SHARE, A 
QUESTION TO ASK, PERHAPS AN ANSWER TO 
A QUESTION? WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! 

Well here we are with the March/April 
issue. As I write this, the outside temperature 
is well below zero with the wind chill. It’s 
been quite a winter in Wisconsin with the 
heavy snow starting the end of November. 
It will be quite some time before we see any 
green grass around here but one can still 
dream of it and plan for this year’s garden 
while seed catalogs flood the mailbox.  

I always start with a lengthy list from the catalogs, 
thinking I should try this and try that, but after I add 
up the cost of it all, I decide to stick with what I know 
and I start sowing my seeds from last year’s plants. 

Spring is not only time to think of gardening 
but also time for those cute baby chicks! You’ll 
want to make sure those babies are always warm 
enough until they grow their feathers. I’ve included 
an article to help you decide which brooder 
heating option is the best for your situation.  

Have you ever candled eggs? By candling eggs, you 
can determine the stage of development or if the egg 
has failed to develop and died within the shell. Inside 
this issue you’ll find a great egg candling chart! 

Something that is in most households is lint. Some 
folks accumulate much more than others, obviously, 
but did you know there are several things you can 
do with that lint besides tossing it in the trash? 
Julia Hollister shares several helpful uses for it. 

Heather Smith Thomas joins us to explain 
how to deal with diphtheria — an upper 
respiratory infection that is more serious and 
noticeable in calves than in adult cattle.  

These are just a few of the many helpful articles 
and tips that you’ll find in this issue of Countryside. 
I hope you enjoy it. I also hope to hear from 
you with any comments or if you would simply 
like to share a story or an idea with me.  

Enjoy!



12  ||  COUNTRYSIDE & SMALL STOCK JOURNAL

Country Conversation & Feedback
Contact us at: P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451; editor@countrysidemag.com

Good Memories 
Our granddaughter, Emily, 16 years ago with an orphan calf she  

helped us raise. “Buffalo Girl” became a cow in our herd  
for 14 years.  

— Heather Smith-Thomas

In Response to “Is Your 
Livestock Barn at Risk for 
Fire?” (Jan/Feb 2020) 
This was my family’s barn in the 1920s.

Death in Carriage Shed 
 Atkinson, Oct. 4 — Verna Tosbach, age 
three, was burned to death while her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Tosbach, 
looked on helplessly yesterday, in a 
fire that destroyed a carriage shed and 
henhouse at the farm of her grandfather. 

The little girl, with her brother, a year 
older, was playing about the shed, one 
of a group of large farm buildings on the 
William C. Noyes estate. It is believed that 
the children were playing with matches. 
The boy, when the fire started, escaped 
from the burning structure, but the girl was 
penned in by the flames, her body being 
found behind the door of the building. 

Her brother gave the alarm and the 
parents and grandfather of the girl 
hastened to the scene. The entire building, 
30x40 feet, and one story high, was soon in 
flames. Attempts of the parents to enter the 
building by breaking the windows wore 
futile, as they were driven back by the 
flames. 

— Jason Tosbach
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“It is all right to hold a conversation but you should let go of it now and then.”   — Richard Armour

In Response to “How do Bees 
Survive Winter?” (Jan/Feb 2020) 

First, let me tell you how much I enjoy your 
magazine. My wife and I are hobby beekeepers 
and keep anywhere from 20 to 30 hives. We also 
teach beginning beekeeping classes each spring. 
Beekeeping, just like other livestock, requires 
a great deal of involvement on our part. We 
want future beekeepers to know what they are 
getting into both cost-wise and time-wise.

I always look for your articles on bees 
with each issue. The article on “How do Bees 
Survive Winter?” was such an informational 
piece about fat bees … well-explained.

Also, the article on page 33 by Rusty Burlew, 
“How Long a Colony Can Survive Without 
a Queen,” is good information for all. 

— Jerry Weldon, Iowa

Dream Stove 
Half wood, half electric. It’s my dream stove and 

after 60-some years of use is still in great shape. 
The problem I’m running into is getting the dang 
thing installed. It has, thankfully, a UL sticker so 
my insurance guy says he’ll cover it as long as it’s 
installed by a contractor and up to code. That’s where 
things get unpleasant. The code is, at least to me, 
nearly incomprehensible and seems to be interpreted 
differently by every installer. I’ve had also had a hard 
time getting a contractor to install it, partly because 
of liability issues and partly because no one seems to 
want to come to Ogema, Wisconsin, to do it. I found 
a guy who’s willing to install the pipe for $800, if 
I do the pad and wall protection, and if I get some 
burly neighbors to move the thing into position.  

If I understand the code (and the assorted 
contractors I’ve talked to) correctly, the class A 
pipe itself, along with its accessories, will cost 
around $1,000. So my $50 stove is probably going 
to cost me $2,000 to install. People who are looking 
for used stoves might want to know this. 

— Jodie Stoos, Wisconsin

I love your magazine. I have an 80-acre farm with no farm animals, 
but I have two cats, two dogs, and I plant corn and soybeans.  

— Diana Johnson 
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countryside :: conversation

Directions: 
Chain 30. Slip stitch in first chain. Do not twist. Chain 2. 

Round 1: Double crochet in each chain around. Join 
with a slip stitch. Chain 1. 

Round 2: Single crochet in each double crochet 
around. Join. Chain 4. 

Round 3: Skip next single crochet, single crochet in 
next single crochet, chain 4 around. 

Round 4: For the next 20 rounds: Single crochet in 
each loop. Chain 4 around. Mark with a marking pin.  

Round 5: Continue after round 20: Single crochet in 
each loop around. Join. Chain 2. 

Round 6: 2 double crochets in each single crochet 
around. Join. 

Round 7: (Ring for Hanging) Hold ring at top edge of 
back. Crochet 4 single crochets over ring and through 
double crochets below. Single crochet in next double 
crochet. Turn ring to back and lift ring up. Make 10-12 
single crochets over ring. Single crochet over next 2 
double crochets. Tie off. Weave ends along edge.  

For Tie at Bottom Edge: Chain 60. With a safety pin, 
thread tie through double crochet row. Tie ends. Make 
a knot above ends. Trim.

In Addition to “Persistence 
Paid Off” (Jan/Feb 2020) 

Six months ago I wrote an article called 
“Persistence Paid Off.” At the bottom of the 
article I had put P.O. Box 34 for anyone wanting 
to write for the materials used and the directions 
for crocheting a bag to store plastic bags in.  

I had rented the P.O. box for six months. The very 
next day, after my box rental was done, I received 
a complimentary Countryside magazine. In it, the 
January/February 2020 issue, there was my article. 

I am including the page I should have sent 
with the article. (Materials and directions.)  

I made 22 of these bags for Christmas presents 
last year. I received raving reviews — cards, 
letters, and phone calls. They are useful, 
fun, easy to make, and last for years.  

— Pauline McKenzie, Florida

Materials:  
Recycled or use new 

If Using T-shirts: A large size with no 
side seams is best. Cut in a 5/8-inch strip, 
around and up to under the sleeves. 
Stretch the strip as you cut. It will roll from 
the wrong side into a neat round cord. 
Roll the cord into a ball ready to crochet. 

If Using a Sheet or Sheer Curtain: Start 
at the bottom. Snip and tear off ½-inch 
wide strips the length of the sheet or 
curtain. This will make a flat cord. Tie 
the strips together. It will work up into 
a round cord. Roll into a ball ready to 
crochet.  

If Using Yarn: Put two different yarns 
together as one cord. Use one of a lighter 
color or white, and one of a darker color. I 
use Red Heart Knitting Worsted, 4-ply. 

Hook: Size J 

To Hang Your Bag: Use a ring from an 
eight to 16 oz. water or juice bottle. Use 
a small screwdriver to lift the ring off just 
below the bottle cap.  

CROCHET A BAG TO STORE PLASTIC BAGS IN
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What to Expect When You’re 
Expecting Chickens! 

It was just a quick trip to pick up some flower 
seeds at the new Tractor Supply store. But then 
we saw them: ”Peep! Peep! Peep!” Two-day-old 
baby chickens racing around inside a shiny steel 
bin strategically placed right in the middle the 
big warehouse. As advertising, it worked.   

The chicks were yellow and brown, covered with 
fluff, and super-cute. And, they were only $2.99 
each!  My wife picked up one of the tiny birds, and 
the allure of the little peep was undeniable. We’d 
often thought about having some tick-and bug-
eaters roaming around outside in our backyard, and 
the idea of fresh, healthy eggs appealed to us.  

We carefully picked out four of ‘em. We ended 
up with two little Rhode Island Reds, and two tiny 
sex-links. All of them were pullets. We didn’t want a 
rooster crowing at all hours of the day and night.  

The red I picked was clearly bigger than the others; 
in fact, she was the biggest chick in the entire bin. 
We decided to call her “Chubs.” The other red one 
was way smaller than the rest — my wife named 
her “Pipsqueak.” The solid yellow colored one was 
“Lemon.” And, last but not least, the handsome 
little hen of the bunch was named “Cutie,” because, 
she was adorable. Now they had names, and 
so we definitely needed to keep them alive!   

Before we even had them out of the store, the weight 
of our decision descended upon us like a pallet of 
10,000 chicken eggs. We needed some chicken advice. 
So we began a friendly interrogation of the cheerful 

sales girl who seemed to know everything about 
them — or at least a heck of a lot more than we did.  

“The biggest thing is, you’ve got to keep them 
warm, especially when they’re little,” she told us. 
“Even in your car on the way home. They can’t 
regulate their body temperature until they grow 
feathers so they’ll die if their body temperature 
drops too low.” Dang. This was serious.  

She guided us through some basics on raising 
baby chickens, and we grabbed all the supplies 
we would need: a red-tinted heat lamp to keep the 
tiny birds warm, a self-filling two-gallon water 
container, a self-filling food dish, and a large 
bag of pine shavings. Armed with supplies, we 
strode out into the cold March wind with our four 
baby chicks nestled together in a little take-out 
carton. I blasted the heat on the drive home.  

At home, we found a bigger box to house the chicks, 
along with their water and the food containers. We 
watched over them, constantly checking to see if 
they were warm enough. The heat lamp became 
a source of constant worry. Was it too close to the 
chickens? Too far away — are they shivering? Soon I 
became an expert at heat lamp placement. But I still 
found myself waking up in the middle of the night 
to check on them a couple of times that first week.   

Little chickens poop a lot, and the pine shavings 
needed to be changed daily. We moved them to 
a smaller box to house them temporarily while 
we cleaned the pine shavings out of the first box. 
It became a daily ritual: Move chickens/clean 
poop and add shavings/replace birds. Repeat the 
next day. It’s not as bad as it sounds, really.  

The four chickens grew visibly larger every day. 
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MARCH/APRIL QUESTION OF THE MONTH
PLAYING HOOKY

There are times when we all have to take a break from it all and get recharged.

What is your favorite way to play hooky and 
take a breather from the farm life?   

Send your comments to:
Countryside Editor 

P.O. Box 566, 
Medford, WI 54451

Or email to: editor@countrysidemag.com

countryside :: question of the month

countryside :: conversation

Once when they were still fist-sized, with only the 
beginning stubs of feathers, I dared to take them 
outside. A new world opened up to them of grass, 
bugs, and grit! Chickens eat just about anything 
in a lawn, and soon I realized my four hens had a 
fondness for weed seeds. “That’s cool,” I thought. 
They were in their natural habitat for the first 
time, scratching up a storm, taking out hundreds 
of weeds, small bugs, and the occasional worm.   

They soon outgrew the old produce box, 
so we finagled a six-foot-long box from the 
local grocery store. We put a roost stick in it 
big enough for all to sleep on. The crazy birds 
slept perched on that stick every night.  

My son and I hastily began construction of a 
movable “chicken run,” which would safely house the 
birds in our yard. It was a frame covered in heavy-duty 
plastic garden netting, with a door and a hinged top.  

One morning my wife found Chubs had 
flown out of the box, and roosting on the 
mini fridge in our basement. It was time to 
move them outside into the new coop.   

The transition proved to be very smooth. Soon 
they were roosting in style in a new coop and 
this is about the time they started growing combs 
on their heads and wattles on their necks.  

One morning we got a big surprise, on the 4th of 
July no less, we heard a raucous crowing coming 
from the coop. My wife went out to check on the 
chickens and found two amazing brown eggs 
sitting atop the pine shavings in the nest box! After 
only four months, two of our hens had laid their 
first eggs. Every day following, they began to lay 
eggs and make their “egg song” call. Hens do a 
bit of crowing to celebrate after they lay eggs! 

We love being locavores, consuming healthy, 
antibiotic-free eggs from our own backyard. Our 
hens’ eggs are delicious, far better tasting and 

more wholesome than store-bought eggs.  
So, would I recommend you get chickens? Yes! 

If you are willing to put a little effort into keeping 
them safe and healthy. They need food and fresh 
water every day, some time to range outside their 
coop, and they need the shelter of a solid coop at 
night. They don’t need a ton of maintenance but as 
mentioned earlier, chickens poop a lot, and we clean 
up their coop and add a few pine shavings daily. It’s 
a bit of work but they are sure fun to have around.   

   — Ron Messina, Virginia  

IAMCOUNTRYSIDE.COM
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Turning 
Fat Into 

Lard 
SAVE MONEY BY  
MAKING YOUR  
OWN AT HOME 

BY ROMIE HOLL

homesteading :: lard

I WENT TO THE LOCAL BUTCHER shop and 
told them I wanted 20 pounds of raw pig fat. 
I was quoted $0.47 per pound. The total cost 

was $9.40. Why did I want to buy raw pig fat? 

COST  
Twenty pounds of fat turned into 18 pounds of nice,  

creamy white lard for $9.40. When you look at 
the price of store-bought lard, you can see it is a 
lot more expensive per pound. And if you want 
ORGANIC lard, it is A LOT more expensive. 
The price of vegetable shortening is expensive in 
comparison, no matter if you go with name brand 
for $2.84 per pound or generic for $1.52 per pound.  

TEXTURE  
When you make homemade bread or pie crust, 

lard will give you a moist product with a flakier 
texture than you would get with shortening. 

TASTE  
Shortening is a very neutral product and does not 

add any flavor to bread or pie crust, but when you 
use lard, the taste just explodes. In fact, I had a contest 
that the kids didn’t know about. I made pie crust 
cookies (rolled-out pie crust with a sugar/cinnamon 
sprinkled on it and baked until golden brown), had 
them try both of them without knowing why. The 
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Some people put a little water in the 
bottom of the pan then put the fat on 
top of it. This prevents the fat from 

burning and as it boils, the water will 
escape. While most of the water will 

evaporate, not all of it will. This means 
you will have water inside the lard, and 

that will cause it to go rancid faster. 

“Home is a shelter from storms — all sorts of storms.” — William J. Bennett

pan made with lard disappeared 
and the other one stayed until 
that was the only one left. 

Since lard has a higher smoking 
point than other fats, foods 
that are fried in lard absorb less 
grease (for example deep frying 
donuts, French fries, etc.). 

HEALTHY   
Wait, isn’t lard just FAT? How 

can lard be healthy for you? 
If the lard came from pigs that 

were pastured, the lard is very 
high in vitamin D. The lard in the 
store is usually from pigs that were 
confined and given antibiotics and 
were not in the sun. So the extra 
vitamin D is not in that lard. 

Shortening has trans fat, lard does 
not. Lard has monounsaturated 
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Make fat pieces as consistent 
 as possible. This will give you 

more lard and less waste.

ABOVE: Raw pig fat.
MIDDLE: Grinding the fat.
BOTTOM: Fat pieces in a slow cooker.

homesteading :: lard

and polyunsaturated fat, which are both associated 
with a decreased risk of heart disease. 

Lard has over twice the monounsaturated fat when 
compared to butter and if the animals were free-
ranged, they ate a lot more greens and not grain. 

Since we love to cook and bake and want the best 
taste possible, lard was chosen over shortening, but 
should I buy it and save the work and trouble or 
should I make it? Store-bought lard is more expensive. 
Also, I want to know how the animals were raised.

My local butcher will tell me where the pigs 
came from and I can go talk to the farmer and see 
how the animals are being raised. Most farmers 
have no problem at all talking about the animals. 
I started to raise my own pigs for both meat and 
lard so I can control the final product and I will 
know exactly what my family will be eating. 

HOW DO YOU MAKE LARD FROM FAT? 
Make the fat pieces as consistent as possible. This 

will give you more lard and less waste. The easiest way 
to do this is to put the fat into the freezer and, when 
it’s nice and hard, run it through the meat grinder. 

Unfortunately, I had borrowed out my grinder, 
so I cut the fat into roughly ¼” thick pieces. 

Once all the pieces are cut up and are uniform  
in size, there are several options to heat the fat to  
render the lard out of it. Outside over a fire with a  
heavy-duty kettle is traditional, but you are unable to  
control the heat as easily. 

On the stovetoptop with a heavy bottom pot is 
quickest but unless you have a huge pot, you will 
have to empty it out before all the fat is gone. 

SLOW COOKER/ROASTING PAN 
I use the slow cooker/roasting pan as it is 

big enough to hold all the fat and the heat is 
controlled by a thermostat (250-300 degrees F). 

Some people put a little water in the bottom of the 
pan then put the fat on top of it. This prevents the fat 
from burning and as it boils, they claim the water will 
escape. While most of the water will evaporate, not 
all of it will. This means you will have water inside 
the lard, and that will cause it to go rancid faster.  

Put a couple of pieces in the pan and use a 
wooden spatula (wood does not transfer heat) to 
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   “There is definitely a part of you
that is superior to all confusion and
that part is superior to it right now.”
This is one response to a number of
questions asked by a professional
counselor of Vernon Howard. There are
five special letters giving numerous
insightful answers to life’s perplexing
problems. The letters are of a very
lofty nature which will lead  you to a
much higher way of living.

Order this booklet by Vernon Howard today!
Send only $5 (Shipping included) to: 

New Life • PO Box 2230-AP • Pine AZ 85544

The Answer

www.anewlife.org

Countryside - The Answer 2015.qxp_Layout 1  4/29/1       

stir the fat, stopping it from 
burning on the bottom. 

Once the first couple of pieces 
are melted, fill the pan halfway 
up with the rest of the cut fat. 
Stir it once or twice a minute, 
making sure you move the pieces 
on the bottom to the top. 

In a few minutes, the fat 
will turn translucent as more 
of the fat renders into liquid. 
Once it renders out, you can 
add more raw fat to the pan. 

The pieces that float on the top 
are called “cracklings.” Basically 
they are harder pieces of fat and 
any meat that was attached. Many 
people eat this as-is (with salt and 
pepper). Cracklings are also great 
to bake with. I like putting them 
in scrambled eggs with onions 
and peppers. Or if I happen to 
be making corn bread, these 
cracklings add a lot of flavor. 

To separate the cracklings from 
the lard, strain through two layers 
of cheesecloth or coffee filters. 
The lard will run right through 
into your storage containers. The 

lard will be a light brown liquid. 
But as it cools it will turn white 
(if the pig was not fed a lot of 
corn, it will be very white). 

If you want to store your lard on 
a shelf, pour it into clean canning 
jars (leaving headspace) and screw 
on a lid. As it cools, it will seal the 
container. The lard it will last for 
two or three years in a cool place 
(basement) using this method, as 
long as there is no water in it.

If you put the containers of 
lard in the refrigerator, they will 
last six months. If you put them 
in the freezer, they will last up to 
three years. Just make sure the 
lard is in a closed container.  

TOP: Starting out.
BOTTOM: Halfway done.

ROMIE HOLL helped his father with 
the pigs, chickens, and bees while 
growing up, and was taught to use 
two hands while weeding the gardens. 
Currently he works in engineering, 
designing items for MRI machines. 
When at home, Romie works in the 
yard, balancing his life between 
physical and mental health. His two 
children were raised the same way.

Open Pollinated Garden Seeds
SEED TREASURES

 We are a small 
family homestead 
seed business, rais-
ing most of our own 
historical, open pol-
linated, definitely non-
GMO seeds here in 
Northern Minnesota.  
 Our seeds are 
from beautiful, often 
rare, varieties that we 

love for their production, colors and taste.  Some, 
such as one of our favorites, Hopi Pale Grey squash is 
so rare that it was teetering on the brink of extinction. 
And pictured, one of our exclusive tomatoes, Bill 
Bean, which often reaches over 3 pounds.
     Our prices are right, as is our shipping so please 
come take a look at www.seedtreasures.com,  
jackieclay2007@yahoo.com, Jackie and Will Atkinson, 
8533 Hwy 25, Angora, MN 55703.

FREE
Catalog!

FAST�FENCE
Info�and�buy�now�at

www.electricnets.com
800-356-5458
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BY SUSIE KEARLEY

‘ACCIDENTAL’ 
NATURE 
RESERVE

homesteading :: nature reserve

WHILE THE SURROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE 
is intensively farmed for vegetables, 
Roy's nature reserve offers a little bit 

of paradise for the local wildlife, with a glorious 
lake and beautiful wildflower meadows. It's 
a tranquil oasis for birds and animals, and a 
release site for the local hedgehog hospital.  

HOW IT ALL BEGAN  
In 2004, Roy bought a cottage next to a cabbage 

field. He restored it and then started drawing up plans 
for an extension, but he would need more land. The 
farmer who owned the field beside the house told him, 
"You can buy the whole field or nothing at all." Roy 
pondered what to do and eventually bought the field.  

However, his plans were thwarted by the authorities. 
Roy explains, "I couldn't get planning permission 
for a large extension and the architect thought my 
proposed extension would be structurally incompatible 
with the existing building. He suggested I started 
again, and reluctantly, I decided he was right." 

So to cut a long story short, Roy built a new house 
and demolished the old one. Then he started to plan 
the landscape. He wanted a lake, but before any 
work could be done, he had to get the electricity 
poles in the middle of the field moved to the back. 
The electricity board did that the following year. 

Then it was time to dig the lake. The quotes from 
men with digging equipment ranged from $1,600 to 

$6,700 and Roy opted for the cheapest. When they 
started to dig, everyone wondered whether it would 
fill with water. "They warned me that I might end 
up with a big empty hole!" said Roy. "But I decided 
to take a chance and it paid off. The bottom half 
was clay and it held water beautifully. If it hadn't 
worked out, I'd have had a boggy area, which would 
have provided another wildlife habitat anyway!" 

"I added a second lake," Roy continues, "at the other 
end of the reserve, because it encourages wildlife, 
and a smaller pool creates a different habitat. You get 
dragonflies, damselflies, and swallows. There are a lot 
of fish in the big one. I introduced them because it's not 
linked up to a river or stream. I've got common carp, 
mirror carp, tench, rudd, perch, and ghost carp. People 
don't often go fishing there, but I allow it occasionally." 

Roy has created a variety of diverse habitats. 
There are woodlands, ponds, open areas, nature 
trails, boggy areas, and wildflower meadows. 

"There are lots of frogs," he says. "That's good for 
hedgehogs. Thrushes, wrens, and robins are nesting 
this year and I've had barn owls and kestrels nest in 
the past. Blackbirds, chiffchaff, reed warblers, willow 
warblers, and pheasants all visit. There are small 
perching birds in abundance, moor hens always breed 
on the lake, and Canada geese come and go. Magpies 
are a problem, because they steal from the birds' nests." 

He lets ragwort grow too. "Most people pull 
ragwort up and destroy it, because it's poisonous 

In the heart of rural Lincolnshire, England, Roy Miller has turned a former cabbage 
field into a nine-acre nature reserve and wildlife haven. Roy, who's now in his 80s, 
embarked on this monumental task when he was just a youngster, at the age of 67! 
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to horses," he explains, "but the 
flowers attract cinnabar moths, 
which you don't see very often." 

A few years ago, Roy introduced 
Call ducks on the pond. They live 
wild and breed. "Some of this year's 
ducks are last year's babies," he 
says, "and they've had babies of 
their own this spring. I've now put 
a big pen on the island to protect 
the babies from predators like rats. 
It has no roof so the mother duck 
can fly out, but the ducklings are 
contained. One of the other ducks 
laid 10 eggs, went walkabouts and 
there were only four left when she 
returned. A week later she only had 
one egg left, and abandoned it. The 
Call duck was more successful — 
of her 10 eggs, four hatched. Once 
they hatch, if I don't intervene, 
they take the ducklings onto the 
water and they're all gone within 
24 hours. If I keep them in a pen 
for three weeks, they survive. 
This Call duck is very good 
because she warms them under 
her wings at the first sign of cold. 

Roy demolished 
the existing  

house and built 
a new one.
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homesteading :: nature reserve

They're still in the pen at the moment. They've got a 
paddling pool in there, so they have access to water."  

Roy's wildflower meadows are both perennials 
and annually seeded. "There's been a big 
increase in wildflowers this year," he says. "I've 
got cowslips, primroses, bugle, and bluebells, 
both English and Spanish varieties.  

"I'm also participating in an ash trial in cooperation 
with a nursery. We're trying different pruning 
techniques to eliminate ash dieback. The Forestry 
Commission is paying people to take out ash trees to 
eliminate the disease, but I don't think it's necessary. 
There are better ways to manage these problems. 

"I'm planting a lot of elders. The berries or flowers 
can be made into cordials. Elderberries and their 
flowers boost the immune system. I make my own 
cordial, by cooking the flowers and the berries with 
sugar. I have lots of fruit tress too, which are thriving." 

Amongst Roy's woodland plants are hazel 
trees and sweet chestnut trees. "I'd like to forage 
the nuts," he says, "but the squirrels get there 
first! They clear the whole place of nuts!"  

"There are lots of pretty woodland butterflies," he 
continues. "The muntjac deer are lovely, and I see two 
adults and a fawn regularly. I've also got Greyface 
Dartmoor sheep in the meadow — they're a rare breed." 

Years ago, Roy introduced guinea fowl onto the 
reserve. "I've got 15 guinea fowl now," he says, 
"and they're breeding. One is nesting, but it's 
often more successful if I incubate the eggs." The 
guinea fowl look after themselves, but he gives 
them a supplemental feed near the house. 

The biggest challenge is the ongoing maintenance. 
"Everything's growing fast, so it needs a lot of 

maintenance!" he says. "I'm in my 80s now! It's 
a lot of hard work. The rate of growth of trees 
has been impressive — they're now 30 feet tall, 
which is great in 12 years, but it means I need 
to do a lot of pruning. The woodland delivers 
all the firewood I need to heat the house." 

As we walk through the reserve, he says, "The funny 
thing is, I never planned to develop a nature reserve. 
It happened by accident really. I just wanted to extend 
my house, ended up buying a field, and thought a 
pond would be nice. It grew from there. There was 
no landscape designer involved, but I did ask lots 
of questions. It's been an education and an amazing 
experience, but it's also been incredibly hard work."  

SUSIE KEARLEY is a freelance writer and journalist who  
lives in Great Britain along with two young guinea pigs and  
an aging husband! In Britain she has been published in Your  
Chickens, Cage & Aviary Birds, Small Furry Pets, and  
Kitchen Garden magazines.  

facebook.com/susie.kearley.writer 
twitter.com/susiekearley 
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homesteading :: biodiesel

BY REBECCA SANDERSON

BIODIESEL,           A LENGTHY PROCESS

WHEN JAMES BEGAN LOOKING into the 
process of making biodiesel as opposed 
to buying petrodiesel (what we buy at the 

gas station), he was hoping for a cheaper alternative 
to the $4 per gallon that he was spending at the 
pump. While he did not find that cheaper alternative, 
biodiesel is much better for the environment. Just for 
that reason, he continues to make his own biodiesel. 

The chemical reaction of making biodiesel is actually 
very similar to home soap making. You start with 
oil and add either potassium hydroxide or sodium 
hydroxide that has been mixed with methanol. In the 
end, you have biodiesel with glycerin as a byproduct. 
The oil you use can impact the consistency of the 
finished biodiesel product, such as animal fats like 
lard, making a biodiesel that congeals at higher 
temperatures than biodiesel made with liquid oil. But 
other than that it doesn’t matter so much what you 
use. James gathers used fryer oil from local restaurants. 
He states that even after the oil has been processed 
into biodiesel and used in his truck, you can smell the 
food that was cooked in that oil. He has had people 
literally follow his truck just to tell him that the diesel 
fumes from his truck made them hungry as opposed 
to the normal disgust at the stench of burning diesel. 

If you want to explore making your own biodiesel, 
do your research. There are quite a few upfront costs 
such as for the large drum in which to mix your 
ingredients. That drum must be stainless steel to 
avoid chemical reactions with your potassium or 
sodium hydroxide. The highly caustic nature of the 
lye can erode or react with many other metals. That 
drum also needs to have a method of circulating the 
liquid inside and a drain at the bottom. A window 
in the side is also helpful. James has a condenser 
coil at the top of his setup to catch the methanol that 
evaporates off. He can catch and reuse roughly 80% of 
the methanol that was used in a batch of biodiesel. 

Unwashed biodiesel from used egg roll fryer oil.
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JAMES’ PROCESS FOR MAKING 
BIODIESEL GOES AS FOLLOWS: 

He collects the oil from local 
restaurants and places it in his 
300-gallon tank. He allows that oil 
to settle so any water can separate 
to the bottom. He then drains off 
that water, hence why you need 
a drain valve at the bottom. 

Then James pumps oil from 
the middle of the tank, avoiding 
contaminants that either float at the 
top or settle to the bottom. He filters 
that again then heats it to 13 degrees 
F. He turns on his mixer so that the 
oil circulates in a slow whirlpool. 

James mixes his potassium 
hydroxide and methanol and 
allows it to very slowly trickle 
into the tank as the oil circulates. 
If you dump it in too quickly, the 
reactants will combine explosively. 
You must allow the mixture to react 
slowly. Everything must be allowed 
to circulate and mix together for 
12-14 hours with constant heat. 

The next day, James turns off 
the circulation and heat to allow 
everything to settle for another day. 

Conical bottom reaction tank.

Worksaver, Inc., P.O. Box 100, Litchfield, IL 62056-0100 
Phone: 217-324-5973 • Fax: 217-324-3356
worksaver.com • E-mail: sales@worksaver.com

Designed. Engineered. Remarkable Value.

Built with Sunshine 
and Manufactured 
in the USA

Visit worksaver.com to learn more

New from Worksaver!

Electric Grapple for Sub-Compact Tractors

Grapple is controlled by 
a rocker switch mounted 
to the loader joy stick

No auxiliary hydraulics to operate 
the clamp on a grapple?  
No problem with our advanced 
engineered Electric Sub-Compact 
Grapple. 

•	 12-volt	linear	actuator	with	8-inch		
 stroke operates the grapple clamp

•		Includes	wiring	harness	for	direct		
 connection to the tractors’ battery

•		Pre-wired	rocker	switch	controls		 	
 the grapples’ linear actuator

•		Designed	for	sub-compact		 	
	 tractors	up	to	32	hp

Now	that’s	the	perfect	 
attachment	for	your	tractor!

The oil you use 
can impact the 

consistency of the 
finished biodiesel 
product, such as 

animal fats like lard, 
making a biodiesel 

that congeals at 
higher temperatures 
than biodiesel made 

with liquid oil.
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When you can see the separation 
through your side window, it is 
ready. You can then drain off the 
glycerin from the bottom. At this 
point, you would want to then heat 
and circulate everything then allow 
it to settle once again to separate 
out any remaining glycerin.  

At this point, James mists 
water on top of the biodiesel. 
This water mist grabs any 
contaminants in the biodiesel as 
it moves through the biodiesel to 
settle at the bottom of the tank. 
The water is then drained off.  

Finally, the biodiesel is filtered 
one last time with a desiccant 
to pull out any remaining water 
before being stored for use. 

As you can see, making biodiesel 
is a labor and time-intensive 
process. James’ method costs him 
approximately 48 hours of labor, 
not including the times in which 
the biodiesel is settling. In our 
society, time is money. This must be 
factored into your calculations of 
whether or not it is worth it to make 
your own biodiesel. The methanol, 
or wood grain alcohol, is also 
pricey. James buys his methanol in 
50-gallon drums to be cost-effective. 
If you use the same method of 
collecting used fryer oil from 
restaurants as James does, you can 
at least save the cost of the oil itself.  

Another consideration in 
regards to biodiesel is the fact that 
it has a tendency to gel in cooler 
temperatures faster than petrodiesel 
does. Even living in South Carolina, 
James mixes his biodiesel 50% with 
petrodiesel during the winter.  

If you do choose to switch to 
biodiesel, whether or not you 
make your own, realize that it is 
a solvent. While petrodiesel has a 
tendency to leave deposits in your 
fuel system, biodiesel loosens and 
breaks up those deposits. There is 
a period of transition in which the 
biodiesel is cleaning out the fuel 
line, and it may clog your fuel filter. Blending the potassium methoxide.

homesteading :: biodiesel

Custom machined heat dispersion.

As you can see, making biodiesel is a labor 
and time-intensive process.
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REBECCA SANDERSON grew 
up in a very small town in Idaho 
with a backyard full of chickens, 
goats, sometimes sheep and 
ducks, and other random 
animals in addition to the cats 
and dogs. She is now married 
with two little girls and loves the 
homesteading life! Her husband 
is very supportive (tolerant) of 
her continued experiments in 
making many items from scratch 
and he even helps sometimes. SLOWLY and CAUTIOUSLY adding the potassuim methoxide to warmed and 

circulating oil.

As long as you change out your 
fuel filter several times in the first 
couple months of using biodiesel, 
the transition shouldn’t be too hard 
on your vehicles or equipment.  

Now that you know more 
about how biodiesel is made will 
you be making the switch?  

Backyard Homesteading addresses the needs of many people who want 
to take control of the food they eat and the products they use—even if they 
live in an urban or suburban house on a typical-size lot. It shows homeown-
ers how to turn their yard into a productive and wholesome “homestead” 
that allows them to grow their own fruits and vegetables, and raise farm 
animals, including chickens and goats. Backyard Homesteading covers 
the laws and regulations of raising livestock in populated areas and dem-
onstrates to readers how to use and preserve the bounty they produce. 
255 pages

To order visit: iamcountryside.com/shop
Or call: 970-392-4419

A Back-To-Basics Guide  
To Self-Sufficiency

BACKYARD 
HOMESTEADING
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5 BEE RACES  
TO CONSIDER  

BY ANGI SCHNEIDER

beekeeping :: bee races

Pros and Cons of Buckfast, Carniolan, Italian, Russian,  
Caucasian, and German Honey Bees

Photo by Mike Phobos 

One of the first questions a beekeeper asks is, “What kind of bees should I keep?” 
There are many bees to choose from: Carniolan, German, Italian, Russian, and Buckfast 
bees, to name a few. Which is the right one to keep? The answer is, “It depends.” Let’s 
chat about the pros and cons of different varieties so you can make the best decision 

for your situation as you are learning how to raise bees. 

Buckfast bees were developed by Brother Adam who was 
a monk at Buckfast Abby in England in the early 1900s. 
He was in charge of the bees in the Abby during the time 
when the acarine parasite mite (a tracheal mite) invaded 
and killed thousands of bee colonies across England. 
He took the hives that survived and started a breeding 
program which eventually produced the Buckfast bees. 

PROS 
High honey producers 
Good foragers 
Low inclination to swarm 
Low inclination to sting 
Cold hardy and seem to overwinter well 
High tracheal mite tolerance 

CONS 
The biggest con to Buckfast bees is that if you let them 
naturally requeen, the second generation is likely to be 
aggressive. So you will need to continue to purchase 
Buckfast queens in order to keep the aggressiveness low. 

BUCKFAST 
BEES
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“If we die, we’re taking you with us.” — The bees

Photo by Richard Bartz, Munich Makro Freak, and 
Beemaster Hubert Seibring.

Carniolan bees are a subspecies of the western honeybee and 
originated in what is now Slovenia. They can also be found in 
Hungary, Romania, Croatia, Bosnia, Herzegovina, and Serbia. 

PROS 
Defend their hive well from pests 
Not aggressive toward beekeepers 
Able to quickly adjust hive size based 
on environmental issues 
Able to conserve honey stores 
Can overwinter with fewer bees 
Less susceptible to brood disease 
Forages in cooler, overcast weather 

CONS 
Prone to swarm 
More likely to need supplemental feeding 
— especially in the early spring 
Has a hard time in hot summers

2020 WYOMING BEE COLLEGE  Cheyenne, Wyoming ~ March 20, 21 & 22

Wyoming Bee College Pre-Conference Workshop ~ Friday, March 20, 2020
Offering a choice of four educational options. You can expand on your current beekeeping skills 
with the “the hive as a medicine chest,”  Apitherapy, two different approaches to “Advancing 
your Beekeeping skills” and Phil Craft on Better Beekeeper. Cost of the workshop by itself is 
$125/person.

The Wyoming Bee College ~ Saturday, March 21 and Sunday, March 22, 2020
Open to everyone interested in bees, beekeeping or gardening for bees. We are pleased to offer 
two great keynote speakers to keep you inspired with bees and beekeeping! The Bee College 
offers five (5) tracks on day one including beginner basic beekeeping and four (4) tracks on the 
second day, in addition to 2 keynote speakers. Speaker line-up, Phil Craft (of Ask Phil), Dr. Jamie 
Ellis, Scott Debnam, Reyah Carlson and many more. The cost of the conference is still $85/per-
son and includes, lunches, snacks, coffee and tea.

Package Deal and Bee Buddies
You can sign up for a package deal of both workshop and main conference for $195/person. Bee 
Buddies, kids 7-15, are free with a paying adult.

For More Information Contact Catherine at cwissner@uwyo.edu

CARNIOLAN  
BEES



32  ||  COUNTRYSIDE & SMALL STOCK JOURNAL

beekeeping :: bee races

The Italian bee is the most popular bee for beekeepers 
in North American. They were brought to the 
United States in the mid-1800s and are considered 
the best bee for beginning beekeepers. 

PROS 
Adaptable to various climates 
Good honey producers 
Gentle and non-aggressive 
Great foragers 
Large colonies 
Darker queen — making her easier to identify 

CONS 
Prone to rob and drift 
Raises brood late in fall which means more mouths  
to feed in winter 
They do not cluster tightly in the winter so they consume  
more honey to stay warm

Russian bees are relatively new to North America, coming to 
the United States in 1997 from the Primorsky region in Russia. 
They were brought in by the Agricultural Research Service 
because they have a natural resistance to varroa and tracheal 
mites. These bees became available for purchase in 2000. 

PROS 
Resistant to varroa and tracheal mites 
Tends to rear brood only during times 
of nectar and pollen flow 
Not aggressive 
Frugal in their honey consumption 
Overwinter well 
Maintains queen cells all season long 

CONS 
Tends to swarm 
Expensive

Photo by Sweet Mountain Farm.

Photo by By Chop2x - CC BY-SA 3.0

ITALIAN 
BEES

RUSSIAN 
BEES
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Honey bees are not native to North America. Early 
explorers brought them over in the 1700s and subspecies 
of German bees are what was brought. These dark 
(almost black) bees were once a favorite of beekeepers but 
because of their aggression and susceptibility to many 
brood diseases, they lost favor many years ago. However, 
most wild honeybees are subspecies of German bees. 

Which brings us to wild or feral bees. There is a lot of  
disagreement among beekeepers about the wisdom of  
keeping feral bees. And honestly, both sides have some  
good arguments. 

PROS 
Inexpensive — usually free 
Adapted for your region 
Usually very hardy 

CONS 
Unpredictable 
Can be very, very aggressive 
Can’t be purchased; you need to catch them

Photo by By Alvesgaspar - CC BY-SA 3.0

Caucasian bees originated in the Caucasus mountains 
between the Caspian and Black Seas. They were 
once very popular among North American 
beekeepers but that is no longer the case. 

PROS 
Very gentle 
Do not tend to swarm 
Not prone to rob 
Forage on cooler days 
Long tongue and can get nectar that most bees cannot 

CONS 
Use an excessive amount of propolis in the hives 
Build up slowly in the spring

Photo by Zeynel Cebeci - CC BY-SA 4.0

CAUCASIAN 
BEES

GERMAN AND 
FERAL BEES
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When starting beekeeping it’s 
best to pick the race you think will 
do best but be open to change. All 
of these races are good choices, but 
beekeeping is an art as much as it 
is a science. As a beekeeper, you 
will want to keep an eye on your 
beehives and be observant of them. 

If you see a lot of activity, it 
might mean that you need to 
add more space lest they decide 
to swarm. If you see very little 
activity it might mean that they 
have already swarmed and 
you’ll need to decide how to 
best help the remaining bees. 

If you notice that the hives 
are robbing other hives or being 
aggressive toward you, it might 

mean that the hive needs to be 
requeened, especially if the hive 
is several years old. The second 
generation from a queen is usually 
not as genetically pure as the first. 

Being observant and having bee 
hive plans will help your hives 
stay healthy and productive.  

ANGI SCHNEIDER lives with her 
family along the Texas Gulf Coast 
on 1.5 acres where they keep 
chickens and bees along with 
gardens and an orchard. Angi shares 
her simple living journey at:

Schneiderpeeps.com 
Facebook.com/schneiderpeeps 
Instagram.com/schneiderpeeps
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BACKYARD BEEKEEPING
ASK THE EXPERT: RUSTY BURLEW                         

Ask the Bee Expert! 
Visit backyardbeekeeping.iamcountryside.com and get answers to your beekeeping challenges  

through our live interactive chat. You can also email us at editor@countrysidemag.com or mail your 
inquiries to P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451. 

Christine Proulx asked:  

What’s Wrong with  
My Homemade  

Fondant?

THE BEST PLACE TO GO FOR GOOD 
information on making candy is a reliable 
all-purpose cookbook. I use Better Homes 

& Gardens, but most general cookbooks have a 
candy section. Once there, read the instructions 
on cooking and testing sugar mixtures. 

I think the thing most likely to go wrong is 
the temperature measurement. Always start by 
boiling water and sticking your thermometer in 
it to see at what temperature water boils where 
you live. Altitude affects the boiling point, 
but more often, the thermometer is off. I use 
three thermometers when I make something 
sensitive, and they never read the same! 

Once you know the boiling point shown by your 
thermometer, just find the difference from 212, and add 
or subtract that number from all the temperatures in 
the recipe. So if your water boils at 209 degrees F,  
subtract three degrees to the “done” point. 

The other thing that affects candy is humidity. If it is 
very dry outside, the candy mixture will continue to 
lose water as it cools. Remember that the hardness of 
the candy is determined by the amount of water left in 
the mixture. So if you cook it to the right temperature, 
but water keeps leaving while you’re waiting for 
it to cool, it can possibly to go to the next stage. 

That brings up another point worth remembering. 
The amount of water you need to make candy is 
the amount of water you need to dissolve the sugar. 
So when a recipe says to use, for example, one part 

water to four parts sugar, it is just a guideline. You 
could just as easily use 10 or 20 times as much water. 
Although it would take much, much longer to drive 
off the water, the end point is determined by the 
temperature, and the temperature is determined 
by how much water remains in the mixture. 

I mention that because sometimes people say, 
“Maybe I didn’t add enough water.” But the amount of 
water you start with makes no difference in the end. 

Another thing that could skew the results is the 
vinegar. Most candy recipes are designed to use sucrose 
(table sugar). When you add an acid, say vinegar, you 
invert the sucrose into its two components, glucose 
and fructose. Once you invert the sucrose I don’t 
know if you will actually get the same results at any 
particular temperature. I’m here paging through recipes 
in cookbooks and I don’t see any that use vinegar. 

Beekeepers add vinegar to fondant recipes under 
the mistaken idea that you need to invert the sucrose 
for the bees. This is not true. Most nectar is mainly 
sucrose, but the instant the bees ingest it, their saliva 
breaks it down into glucose and fructose. The same 
happens with table sugar. So while inverting the sugar 
won’t hurt the bees, they don’t require it, and there’s 
a chance the inverted sugars don’t work as well in 
these recipes. Of course, you will find people who 
say it works perfectly. Maybe so. Like I said, I don’t 
know for sure, but I think it’s a potential problem. 

— Rusty Burlew

I made a double batch of the fondant. It turned out as hard candy, not soft, pliable 
fondant. I will still feed it, but would like to know — is that a result of boiling too 
long? (I used a candy thermometer and watched the temperatures closely — took 
off heat when it reached 235 degrees F and waited until 190 degrees before mixing.)

RUSTY BURLEW is a master beekeeper in Washington State with an undergraduate degree in agronomic crops and a 
master’s degree in environmental studies with an emphasis on pollination ecology. Rusty owns HoneyBeeSuite.com,  
and is the director of the Native Bee Conservancy of Washington State. 
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growing :: evergreens

BY MELANIE TEEGARDEN

EVERGREEN  
Tree Care and Diseases

LEARNING THE BASICS OF evergreen 
tree care can yield a bounty of useful 
products for your homestead. In 

addition to shade, wind insulation, and 
oxygen production, various evergreens can 
yield nuts, edible buds, as well as inner bark 
and needles for tea. Evergreen diseases are 
few and not particularly widespread, making 
evergreen tree care an easy and rewarding 
way to populate your property with plants 
that give fresh color all year round. Evergreen 
tree care can encompass not only conifers 
and hollies, but also live oaks, cypress, 
and sequoias. Evergreens include all of 
these trees as well as any other plant that is 
green all year round, such as honeysuckle 
vine and even club mosses. Because there 
is such a wide variety of evergreens that 
come from all over the world, care is best 
expressed in wide and general terms. For 
your specific tree, it is best to look up special 
instructions for that variety as well as any 
evergreen diseases that may be possible. 

EDIBLE BENEFITS OF EVERGREENS 
Pine trees contain edible seeds, known as 

pine nuts, within their cones. These seeds 
are delicious raw or roasted and are full 
of important vitamins and minerals. Inner 
bark is nutritious, but requires preparation 
and cooking to consume and it is also very 
harmful to the tree. Therefore, inner bark 

should only be harvested in an emergency. 
Pine needles, on the other hand, are plentiful 
and do not harm the tree when harvested. 
They make a nutritious tea full of vitamin 
C. The longer the tea is heated, the more 
vitamin C is lost, so shorter cooking times 
are best. Young male pine cones, the smaller 
ones seen on the tips of branches, can be 
harvested and prepared by baking or boiling 
until tender. In the spring, pollen can be 
shaken from the male cones and stored to 
use as a bright yellow, nutritious flour. The 
pollen from pine trees is very high in protein. 

PLANTING EVERGREENS 
No matter what variety of evergreen tree 

you are planting, there are a few universal 
tips to follow. First, avoid salt in the soil. If 
you are planting along a property line facing 
a road, for instance, winter road salting runoff 
may cause problems with your evergreens. 

Most evergreens prefer a rich soil that is 
slightly acidic. Spring is a good time to plant 
evergreens, and planting can continue well 
into springtime. Fall is also a good time to 
plant, leaving six to eight weeks before first 
frost as the deadline for getting them into the 
ground. Before planting your tree, water it 
in the pot and give it at least half an hour to 
get a good drink and soak. Dig a hole slightly 
deeper than the depth of the pot and fill the 
bottom with a mound of good, loose, slightly 

READER SUGGESTED ARTICLE
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acidic soil. Unpot the tree and spread the 
roots gently. Place on top of the soil in the 
hole and fill the hole with your remaining 
prepared soil. Water well and deeply.  

ONGOING CARE 
Care is as easy as providing regular water 

and plenty of sunshine. If you do wish to 
fertilize your evergreen trees, use a basic, 
balanced tree formula and sprinkle on top 
of the soil around the trunk. As you water, 
the nutrients will seep into the ground 
slowly. If pruning should be necessary, get 
out your pruning shears in early spring 
before new growth has emerged. This is 
especially important if dramatic cuts are 
being made, as the new spring growth will 
help to cover the cuts. Midsummer is another 
good time to prune your evergreen trees.  

WINTER PROTECTION 
Fully grown trees and shrubs are hardy 

in winter conditions, but you can reduce 
frost damage and breakage from heavy 
snow with a few techniques. Use fallen 
or pruned pine boughs laid on the soil 
around seedlings’ roots to help insulate 
naturally. Small trees and shrubs can be 
wrapped with burlap or string to support 
the branches in winter, preventing heavy 
snows from snapping off branches. If you 
notice browning of the needles on your 
trees, known as leaf burn, it is especially 
important to get insulation around the base 
of the tree to protect the roots from freezing.  

DISEASE AND PEST CONTROL 
While evergreen trees can fall victim to a 

variety of rusts, cankers, and blights, usually 
a healthy tree with good ventilation and 
watering practices will avoid problems. 
There are a few pests who especially love 
evergreens, as well, among them the bark 
beetle. This pest has both eastern and western 
varieties within North America, and is the 
most potentially devastating evergreen pest. 
It produces egg colonies beneath the bark of 
the tree, eventually disrupting the flow of 
sap and killing the tree. If found in a tree, the 
tree must be destroyed completely and the 
remains burned. For seedling trees, there is 
the pale weevil which breeds in root systems 
and stumps. The adult weevil eats the bark 

of the sapling and this destroys the tree. 
These are the most common and widespread 
pests that can affect evergreen trees. As 
with preventing other diseases, good plant 
spacing, hygiene, good ventilation, and 
good insulation in winter can improve the 
chances of avoiding these pests. Protecting 
trees from deer can be a temporary concern 
for saplings. If needed, wrap your trees 
in burlap or netting to encourage 
deer to forage elsewhere.  

Whether you grow them for 
the year-round green color or the 
variety of edible products they 
produce, evergreen trees are an 
excellent choice to populate your 
property, providing shade 
and wind insulation for your 
home while being resistant 
to most diseases and pests. 
They require little maintenance 
beyond occasional watering 
and a good chance at sunlight, 
and can make the most of 
naturally acidic soil. You can 
eat the seeds, roast the young 
male pine cones, and serve 
a refreshing tea from the 
needles. Planting seedlings 
is simple and with a 
little routine pruning 
your evergreen trees can 
grace your homestead 
for years to come. Use 
the pruned pine boughs 
in winter to insulate your 
tender garden perennials 
and young plants. Evergreen 
trees are givers of many gifts, and 
a true joy to grow at home.  

“Never go to a doctor whose office plants have died.” — Erma Bombeck

MELANIE TEEGARDEN has been proprietor 
of Althaea Soaps & Herbals for 14 years. 
She has run an international website selling 
bath and body products to individuals and 
spas since 2006. In addition to her home-
based business, Melanie also teaches 
soap making classes in her community of 
Johnson City, Tennessee, and is the resident 
soapmaking expert for Home Soapmaking 
at iamcountryside.com. 
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   out the backstrain!
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       to 255 mil) takes seconds to change!
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CHIP branches up to 5" in diameter. 
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Prep Your Garden the Easy Way with a 

DR® Rototiller!
...and WALK-BEHIND!TOW-BEHIND...

TOW-BEHINDS including models for ATVs and 
tractors.

WALK-BEHINDS including front and rear-tine 
models.

CULTIVATORS for preparing small plots or 
weeding between rows.

The PRO XL DRT has dual-rotating tines 
for both cultivating and sod-busting!

* Assembled in the USA using domestic and foreign parts.

FREE
SHIPPING

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. GO ONLINE OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

EASY
FINANCING Buy any DR® product in this ad and use it at your home for 6 months. 

If you’re not 100% satisfi ed, we’ll take it back. No questions asked. 

6 MONTH TRIAL
Includes product specifi cations and factory-direct offers.
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growing :: horseradish

GROWING AND USING 
HORSERADISH

HORSERADISH, A HARDY ROOT vegetable,  
is used as a condiment in a variety of 
dishes, adding zing to the food served. 

Introduced during the colonization of this country 
it joins a long list of none-native transplants from 
Europe, which we now take for granted. 

This perennial vegetable belongs surprisingly 
to the family Brassicaceae which includes mustard, 
wasabi, broccoli, and cabbage. It is primarily favored 
for its roots, however, young leaves can be eaten 
raw or added to soups or stews. Wildlife is taking 
an interest in it as well. I have been observing mule 
deer — jumping my garden fence — and browsing 
on young horseradish leaves in early spring. 

The plant's bright green, large lance-like ribbed 
leaves emerge when the ground warms up, and die 
back by late fall. However, underneath the protective 
soil cover, the unconventional root system survives, 
and spreads year after year bringing forth new growth 
each spring. If you are limited in space, within a few 
years this plant can easily take over a much-needed 
section of your garden. You can find horseradish 
adjacent to abandoned homesteads or along roadside 
ditches. Flowers are white in color and rather small. 

Horseradish survives in most climate zones, 
but excels in the fertile soils of the eastern states 
where there is plenty of precipitation. I have 
established a horseradish patch on my property 
in the Rocky Mountains at 9,000 feet elevation 
where nighttime lows during the winter months 
can easily dip to 20 below zero Fahrenheit. Here, 

the growth is not as lush or rapid, nevertheless, 
the plant supplies me with harvestable roots. 

Horseradish crowns, or starts, can be ordered 
from catalogs specializing in seeds and plants or 
purchased over the counter from garden supply 
outlets. Prime time for planting is early spring. Dig 
shallow trenches and place the roots horizontally, 
one to two feet apart. Cover with two to three inches 
of soil. This plant is extremely robust. You can start 
your patch just from sections or cuttings from roots. 

Roots or crowns of this perennial have 
an unconventional appearance. They are 
gnarled, often twisted, fairy-like, and remind 
me of ginseng roots but much larger. 

The best time to dig the roots is during the fall 
after the leaves have been hit by frost. Early spring 
works too. It will take some effort to clean and scrape 
the roots as they have many appendices. Should 
you be unable to process or grate your harvested 
horseradish right away, store it in a plastic or paper 
bag in your refrigerator. I prefer storage in paper bags.

Now the fun begins. I do want to warn you, if you 
have not had a good cry in a while, you will have 
one now. Once you have rinsed and scraped the 
exterior of your roots, which already emit a strong 
odor, you are ready to grind or grate these for future 
use or for storage. Gases and juices released during 
this process will bring tears to your eyes and open 
your sinuses. There is no getting away from it. 

The primary irritant of horseradish is “allyl 
isothiocyanate” which stimulates the same sensory 

BY KARIN DENEKE
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cells in your mouth, throat, nose, 
sinuses, face, and eyes, as do 
tear gas agents and capsaicin, 
the chemical in chili peppers and 
pepper sprays. I would recommend 
to use the best eye protection 
you own, while grinding and 
handling your horseradish. 

The roots are high in vitamin C,  
an antioxidant that boosts the 
immune system and was used 
in folk medicine to combat 
respiratory illnesses. It certainly 
opens your sinuses when you 
grind up your horseradish roots! 

Horseradish, unlike other 
veggies from your garden, does 
not require the usual canning 
process. The freshly grated product 
can be stored in a sterilized, 
tightly closed jar for months in 
the refrigerator, or kept in the 
freezer for even longer periods. A 
few tablespoons of vinegar and a 
teaspoon of salt can be added to 
each two cups of the product. 

A jar of your homegrown 
horseradish will make a nice gift 
for special friends and should 
be even more appreciated 
once they learn how much you 
suffered to prepare this gift. 

One of the most common uses 
of prepared horseradish is as an 
ingredient in cocktail sauce. 

COCKTAIL SAUCE 
1 tbsp vinegar 
1 tbsp or more of grated  

 horseradish* 
1 cup mayo 
2 tbsp ketchup 
2 tbsp chili sauce 
1/8 tsp cayenne 
*If you prefer a stronger horseradish 

flavor, add two tablespoons instead  
of one.

SUGGESTED USES
I like to mix my grated 

horseradish with ketchup — half 
and half. This sauce works well 
on salmon patties and breaded 
fish fillets. Another popular 
condiment — horseradish blended 
with sour cream — is a gourmet 
topping for a prime rib meal, 
served in high-end restaurants. 

Special dinners enhanced 
with horseradish condiment 
present one of my most treasured 
memories when growing up. 
My mother would grate freshly-
dug horseradish roots, and 
combine these with unsweetened, 
stiffly beaten heavy cream, thus 
creating a fluffy topping for our 
roast beef dinners served on 
Sundays or special occasions. 

You can spice up your mashed 
potatoes, mayo or mustard with 
a dose of horseradish as well. 
There is no limit to using this root 
vegetable — be adventurous — and 
remember it is low in calories!  

KARIN DENEKE has a background in soil science and is an advocate of 
the USDA Soil Survey. She resides at 9,000 feet in the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains of Colorado in an energy efficient, passive solar/hybrid home, 
constructed with a Douglas fir timber frame, stuccoed exterior straw 
bale walls, and interior adobe walls separating the individual rooms.

WHY IS IT CALLED HORSERADISH?

I often wondered what a horse has to do with this compound 
word — horseradish. 

Following some digging on Google, I found several explanations 
of which the following makes the most sense. This may be far-
fetched, but in the German language this root vegetable is called 
meerrettich. Meer, translated into English, denotes a body of 
water such as a sea or ocean. Rettich stands for radish. Since 
we know that horseradish thrives in a variety of climate zones 
and soils, we must discount the idea that it is found primarily by 
or in the ocean. Meer could have been lost in the translation by 
coming up with the English word — mare. And there you have the 
connection to HORSE.

Get Inspired!

Make healthy, 
fruity jam with 
low amounts of 
any sweetener.  

No sugar,  
preservatives, 

or GMOs.

Pomona’s Pectin

At natural food stores or
www.pomonapectin.com

559-760-0910
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Why Hens  
Lay Weird  

Eggs

BY JEREMY CHARTIER

poultry :: eggs

WEIRD EGGS ARE ALL PART AND PARCEL 
of owning chickens, but which egg 
oddities should cause concern, and which 

are incidental? Hens tend to pitch us a curveball 
in the nesting box once in a while, but not all 
of these weird eggs are cause for concern. Let’s 
look at a few common egg abnormalities, and I’ll 
explain why they happen, and what they mean. 

WEIRD EGGS 
Some egg abnormalities are external egg flaws, some 

are internal egg flaws, and some aren’t even eggs at 
all. Most times you see an abnormality in your eggs, 
you can likely attribute it to the hen’s environment. 
High heat, humidity, crowded coops, loud sounds, and 
other stressors can cause many of these weird eggs. 

FART EGGS 
When young pullets start laying eggs, you 

may find a “fart” egg or two. A “fart,” “wind,” 
or “dwarf” egg is just a shell and some albumin, 
sans the yolk. Pullets sometimes produce one of 
these eggs when their immature reproductive tract 
is just beginning to function. Don’t be alarmed; 
they’ll get the hang of laying a real egg soon. 

OVERSIZED EGGS 
Hens are very sensitive to light duration. 

Typically, it’s suggested that you supply 16 hours 
of artificial light in your coop that coincides with 
natural daylight. Sometimes, either due to incorrect 
settings, power outages or timer malfunctions; the 
artificial light changes suddenly. If you notice a 
large number of oversized eggs suddenly in your 
flock, check your lights. Disturbing the lighting 
scheme in a coop can be dangerous, even deadly 
to high-performance birds, especially commercial 
birds like Leghorns and sex-link egg layers. 

BLOODY SHELLS 
If you find blood on your eggshells, it likely came 

from the vent of the bird that laid it. When a young 
hen starts laying, you may see some evidence of 
blood staining. Blood staining can be expected while 
the hen’s reproductive tract matures and the vent 
becomes more pliable and hardly worth concern. 

In a mature flock, blood streaking may indicate that 
your hens are laying a larger than usual egg. These 
larger eggs may be the natural progression and aging 
process, or it may signal a lighting issue. Blood droplets 
on eggshells are a more significant concern. If you see 
a bloody egg that is more than a little red streaking, 
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check to be sure that you don’t have 
a prolapsed oviduct or a victim 
of cannibalism in the flock. In 
either case, these birds need to be 
separated from the flock for their 
protection and cared for separately. 

MENDED EGGS 
Sometimes a hen has an egg break 

while it forms inside her. When 
this happens, the reproductive 
tract can mend this egg, but 
they will be deformed. These 
malformed or mended weird eggs 
are usually due to overcrowding 
or a physical force, like a fall or 
physical strike to the hen’s body. 

HAIRLINE CRACKS 
Small hairline cracks are very 

common, especially in older 
flocks. Heat stress and age are 
the more common reasons you 
see cracks when you candle 

eggs, but it may be a nutritional 
issue. Things like mycotoxins, 
low trace elements (vitamins and 
minerals), and insufficient free 
calcium may cause these cracks 
to form. If you have a lot of weird 
eggs with hairline cracks, be sure 
you’re feeding a good layer feed 
and try to reduce the heat in your 
coop during the warm months. 

WAVY OR CREASED EGGS 
Eggs spin in the reproductive 

tract as they form, but when birds 
are stressed out, they can produce 
one of these weird eggs. Older 
hens are more prone to this, and 
it may be something as simple 
as heat stress. If you see a lot of 
wrinkled eggs, you should be on 
the lookout for sick birds since 
wrinkled eggs may be a sign of 
infectious bronchitis (IB). One of 

 “Probably one of the most private things in the world is an egg until it is broken.” — MFK Fisher
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the classic symptoms of IB is a lack of spinning in 
the shell gland, which will cause these wrinkles. 

CALCIUM DEPOSITS 
Pimples, bumps, and white or brown spots are 

common abnormalities in eggs, especially in older 
hens. These little formations on the outside of the 
shell are nothing more than deposits of calcium 
left behind by the shell gland. In young layers, 
this may be caused by a defective shell gland. 
If you see a high incidence of calcium deposits, 
reconsider giving extra calcium if you are. 

SOFT OR MISSING SHELLS 
If you find some weird eggs that appear to have a 

soft shell, it’s probably a shell-less egg. Sometimes 
something goes wrong, and the shell gland fails to 
wrap the egg in a hard shell. The “soft shell” that 
holds these eggs together is the membrane that is 
supposed to contain the albumin within the hard 
outer shell. Sometimes you may find a paper-thin 
shell, which is more or less the same issue. 

Shell-less eggs can be a symptom of a viral disease 
called egg drop syndrome. They eggs can also indicate 
a deficiency in available dietary calcium or a lack of 
other vitamins or minerals in the bird’s nutrition. Stress 
can also trigger such an event. If you get weird eggs 
that have no shell on the regular, it’s important you 
talk to a veterinarian or local extension specialist. 

DOUBLE YOLKS 
One of the less weird eggs you may see from your 

flock is the “double-yolker.” Sometimes, especially 
in older hens and pullets just starting to lay, two 
yolks are released from the ovary and into the 
infundibulum at the same time. These two yolks 
wind up encased inside the same shell and give you 
a two-for-one deal. There’s nothing special about 
these eggs otherwise, so go ahead and eat them and 
don’t worry about seeing them in your egg basket. 

INTERNAL BLOOD SPOTS 
Sometimes you can get some weird eggs that 

have blood spots in them. Blood in chicken eggs is 

somewhat common and is usually due to stress in 
the flock such as loud noises, other animals chasing 
them, or overcrowding. When formed yolks are 
dropped into the reproductive tract, they are released 
by a “sack” that bursts at the ovary. Sometimes a 
bit of blood from that bursting action stays with 
the yolk and follows it through to the end. 

MEAT SPOTS 
Sometimes you may find some eggs that have 

tissue spots inside them. These small bits of tissue or 
“meat” spots happen from time to time and happen 
similarly to blood spots. On occasion, small bits of 
tissue follow the egg yolk on it’s journey down the 
reproductive tract and makes for an odd egg. These 
tissue spots are less than appealing, but feel free to 
take them out of the albumin when cooking. The 
eggs are perfectly edible regardless of these spots. 

LASH EGGS 
Sometimes something goes wrong inside a hen. 

If a hen releases a yolk and it falls outside the 
infundibulum, or it hangs up in the tract, it may 
become a festering infection. Peritonitis, an infection 
of the abdomen, can ensue, and sometimes these birds 
deliver an unsightly present in the form of a lash egg. 
Lash eggs are effectively masses of festering material 
that passes through the reproductive tract, but it’s 
not an egg. It may have been a yolk at one point, but 
now it’s just a mass of infection. It’s usually difficult 
to identify the culprit in a flock. If you do find out 
who laid it, seek the opinion of a veterinarian.  

At 12 years old, JEREMY CHARTIER became involved 
with his local 4-H group, later joined the local FFA 
chapter, and showed livestock until his college years. 
After graduating from the Ratcliffe Hicks School of 
Agriculture at UConn, he joined University of Maine’s 
Poultry Service Provider training program. Today 
Jeremy sells started pullets to local backyard farmers, 
is still involved with 4-H as a poultry showmanship 
judge, and writes about his passion for farming.
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CHICK BROODERS come in all different 
designs, shapes, and sizes. There are baby 
chick brooder ideas for each homesteader’s 

and farmer’s unique setup. While there are many 
different ways to raise chicks, there are some constants 
that every chick needs to grow. Clean bedding, 
fresh water, chick feed, and a heat source (unless 
chicks are given to a broody hen) are always a must. 
Regardless of the time of year, chicks always need a 
constant source of heat available to them until they 
are fully feathered and can keep themselves warm. 

CHICK HEATER 
Choosing how to heat your brooder is also choice 

each individual needs to make. Four common ways 
to heat chick brooders are with heat lamps, safety 
heat lamps, heat plates, and panels. There are pros 
and cons to using each one of these methods. 

Heat Lamps  — A basic 250-watt heat lamp can be 
found at almost any local farm store. This is good 
for all the crazy chicken people out there who can’t 
contain themselves during chick days and need an 
immediate heat source for their new little fluff balls 
they’ll be taking home (I’m guilty). Heat lamps are 
economical and heat from above, allowing more 
space in the brooder for food, water, and chicks.

Heat lamp safety is a must because they can be 
dangerous and need to be handled with care. When 
placing heat lamps in a chick brooder they must be 
securely fastened to ensure they will not be knocked 
down and fall into the brooder. Heat lamps must be 
kept away from all combustibles. They are able to start 
fires and melt plastic. When situating the lamp(s) in the 
brooder, it is important to place food and water out of 
the direct heat from the lamps. It is also necessary to be 
mindful of the temperature in the brooder. Watching 
the chicks can be helpful in letting you know if the 
lights need to be adjusted. If they’re all spread out 
with their wings out, it is too hot. If they are all huddle 
under the light, it’s too cold. It can be helpful to have 
a thermometer in the brooder to monitor and change 
the temperature in the brooder week to week. There 
are great online resources that to if you have questions 
about how long do chicks need a heat lamp. A final 
consideration when using heat lamps is interrupting 
the chicks natural sleep cycle, as there is a constant 
light source in the brooder at all hours of the day. 

Safety Heat Lamps  — These are very similar to 
heat lamps, but they have an extended cage over 
the bulb area to help prevent direct contact with 
other surfaces if they fall. While they still must be 
properly secured and handled carefully, this added 

Which Brooder Heating Options 
 are Best?

BY MEL DICKINSON
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Order at iamcountryside.com/shop or by calling 970-392-4419

50 DO-IT-YOURSELF  
PROJECTS FOR  
KEEPING CHICKENS

Chicken Coops, Brooders, Runs, 
Swings, Dust Baths, and More!

Order at: iamcountryside.com/shop  
Or call: 970-392-4419

More eggs, less work!  
More enjoyment for both the 

 chickens & their keeper!

HENTOPIA

Create a Hassle-Free 
Habitat for Happy 
Chickens

21 Innovative Projects

Order  
your copy 

today!
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safety feature is an important benefit to these lamps. 
Another benefit is safety heat lamps can be used 
to keep other young livestock warm when needed. 
If choosing to use these lamps some additional 
preparation is necessary.  They are less likely to be 
at your local feed store and will most likely need 
to be ordered online or through a livestock catalog 
ahead of time. They are also more expensive than 
a regular heat lamp, but do use the same bulbs.  

Heat Plates  — The heat plates provide heat to 
chicks through direct contact of the plate. Chicks 
must physically go under the plate to keep warm. As 
the chicks grow, the plates are adjusted accordingly, 
so the chicks continue to fit comfortably under the 
heat plate. It is said to be the method most similar to 
being under a hen. It is safer than using lights and 
use less electricity. It’s said chicks using this method 
feather out faster because the temperatures outside 
the heat plates are cooler (instead of the whole 
brooder being heated from bulbs) causing quicker 
chick feathering. Heat plates also encourage the 
natural sleep cycle of chicks from a young age since 
there is not a constant light source from the plates.  

This is the method we are currently using on our 
farm. While we really like this method for heating 
our brooders, there are some things to consider when 
using the plates. The plates take up brooder space, so 
it’s important to make sure the plates, food, water, and 
chicks all fit comfortably inside your brooder. Each 
heat plate has a maximum number of chicks that will 
fit under the plate. This number is important to know, 
because if the number of chicks you have is over this 
number, multiple plates will be needed and possibly 
extra brooders depending on the size of the brooder. 
We use 150 gallon round metal stock tanks which 
comfortably fit two heat plates, plus food, water, and 
chicks. Heat plates are more costly than the methods 
mentioned above. They also will need to be ordered 
online or through a livestock catalog. I have found 
when using the plates, is it’s important to monitor chick 

behavior when you first introduce them to this set up. I 
try to put the chicks underneath the plate immediately 
when putting them into the brooder so they recognize 
this is their primary heat source. Even with doing this, 
often there will be some chicks that need help returning 
to the heat plate after they go out to eat and drink. It’s 
important to check on the chick brooder and listen for 
excessive peeping during the first few hours putting 
in there. It’s important to do daily checks underneath 
the plate to check on the chicks to make sure they are 
all thriving. Overall, I like this method and would 
recommend it to anyone considering this option. 

Heat Panels  — Panels provide radiant heat, similar 
to the heat plate. They differ in that they stand vertical 
so chicks stand next to panels instead of underneath 
like the plates. The handful of people I know who have 
used this method, have larger brooder rooms and also 
use heat lamps in combination with the heat panels. 
The panels are similar to the plates in they provide a 
safer heating source, but are also more expensive, have 
limited space, and may need to be ordered online. 

Regardless of the method that works best for you 
to heat your chick brooder it is always important to 
remember to check all plugs, outlets, extension cords 
and any other electrical sources being used to make sure 
they not damaged and are in safe working condition.  

Chick season is the most wonderful time of 
the year, and safely keeping your chicks warm 
and healthy make the season even better! 

poultry :: brooder heat 

MEL DICKINSON is a full-time farmer and registered 
dietitian. Mel and her husband Ben own and operate 
Unconventional Acres, a small pasture-based farm in 
southwestern Wisconsin focusing on beef, pork, and eggs. 
Learn more about Mel and Unconventional Acres at: 

unconventionalacres.com   
instagram.com/unconventional_acres
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Egg Candling Chart
A chicken egg takes 21 days to hatch. By candling the eggs, you can determine 
stage of development or if the egg has failed to develop and died within the shell. 

Day 5 - Veins begin to form around day 3, and by day 5 you 
should see pronounced vein development within the shell.
Day 7 - Darker spots indicate formation of hearts and eyes.
Day 11 - Air cells grow as incubation progresses. The em-
bryo resembles a solid mass.
Day 14 - Candling often reveals embryotic movement.
Day 18 - Development may be difficult to see at this stage, 
and chicks don’t have much room to move. 
Day 19 - Chick has internally pipped in the air sac.

Day 5 Day 7

Day 18

Day 11

Day 10 Quitter Day 12 Quitter

Early Blood Ring Later Blood Ring

Day 19

Day 14

If the egg was never fertilized, and has spoiled within the 
nest, candling will reveal a ruptured yolk and a solid color 
throughout the egg, where an unspoiled egg will reveal a 
darker mass for the intact yolk. Demise further into devel-
opment reveals blood rings or ruptured vessels. Immedi-
ately remove failed eggs so they do not contaminate others.
Day 10 Quitter - Development ceased on day 10.
Day 12 Quitter - Development ceased on day 12.

Blood rings within both early and later stages of development 
reveal demise of developing chicks.

Photos provided by

Brinsea.com

Chicken Egg Development as Seen in a Brinsea OvaScope

Blood Rings

Has the Egg Failed to Develop?
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 BY CHRISTINE HEINRICHS

 “The small landholders are the most precious part of a state.” — Thomas Jeffersonanimals & livestock :: sheep

Shave ‘Em to Save ‘Em
GET THOSE SPECIAL WOOLS BETWEEN YOUR FINGERS

TLC conceived SE2SE 
to support its mission by 
helping sheep breeders 

improve their wool 
products and marketing. 

Reaching a better 
market means more 

farm income.

HERITAGE SHEEP ARE RARE, but their wool 
is special. The Livestock Conservancy’s new 
Shave ‘Em to Save ‘Em project is focusing fiber 

artists on using rare breed wool and yarns to draw 
attention to their unusual and fine qualities. By creating 
demand for the products, 
the unique genetics of these 
sheep breeds will be saved.  

The project caught fiber 
artists’ attention and took 
off fast. The Facebook page 
has over 3,300 members 
signed up. Although the 
grant included funding for 
advertising, word of mouth 
spread the word so fast that 
she used the advertising 
money to buy prizes. 

“We hoped to reach 3,000 
members in three years, but we 
hit that goal in four months,” 
said Deborah Niemann-Boehle, 
TLC program research associate 
leading the project. “That blew 
us all away. We had 300 people within the first month.” 

HERITAGE BREED QUALITIES 
Heritage breeds lose out to commercial breeds 

because they require don’t perform as uniformly. 
Commercial sheep produce ordinary white wool that is 

blended as it is processed. Heritage breeds have unique 
strengths that uniform commercial operations don’t 
value: They are hardy and resist parasites, requiring 
less chemical deworming, and disease. They reproduce 
well and are good mothers. Their meat is delicious. 

They can forage on pasture 
and crop residues, requiring 
less feed and making them 
valuable as part of small 
farms and low-input systems. 
Various breeds have regional 
adaptations that make them 
better able to survive climate 
conditions. And best of all, 
their wool has qualities valued 
by fiber artists, worth more 
in the market, allowing their 
keepers to earn more money.  

“It’s really important 
for people to know that 
you can make money with 
wool,” she said. “You can’t 
make money selling it to 
the wool pool. Up until 

the 1970s, that’s what people did. The shearer 
would take the wool and pay the market rate.” 

Competition from cheap wool coming into the 
market from other parts of the world reduced the 
price to pennies per pound. Shepherds were losing 
money, even at $5 per head for the shearer.
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 “The small landholders are the most precious part of a state.” — Thomas Jefferson

OPPOSITE PAGE: Tunis yarn is a 
medium-grade yarn suitable for many 
projects. 
LEFT: Rare breed yarn, made by 
producers participating in SE2SE.

No Time to Shear?

Upgrade your flock to

BARBADOS BLACKBELLY 
HAIR SHEEP

Joanne Vaughn
Rochester, NY 

BarbadosBlackBellySheep@gmail.com
barbadosblackbellysheep.biz

Elaine Haas
Hillsboro, MO
jhrc@aol.com

SunnySlopeSheep.com

Roman Miller
Harrisonburg, VA 

romanjaymiller@gmail.com
knollacres.us

Pam Hand
Free Union, VA

pjhand@embarqmail.com
barbadosblackbellies.com

Dana Hoffman
Blair, SC

gypsywindfarms@gmail.com
barbadosblackbelly.net

Rita J Guill
Elma, WA 

my_farm.email@yahoo.com 
barbadosblackbellysheep.net

SAVE TIME  .  SAVE MONEY  .  INCREASE PROFITS

Barbados 
Blackbelly 
Hair Sheep

Breeder Listing

“Plummeted. 20% of the 
number we had 100 years ago.  

“All old farmers used to raise 
sheep, but they quit because 
they lost money,” she said. “It’s 
wonderful to look at lambs in the 
pasture in the spring. They love 
it, but they can’t keep doing it 
when they’re losing money.”  

Focusing attention on the special 
qualities of the wool produced by 
heritage breeds gives sheep one 
of their jobs back. The Livestock 
Conservancy is dedicated to genetic 
conservation of heritage livestock. 
Heritage livestock breeds need 
to be more than living exhibits 
in museums. They need to be 
valued as productive livestock. 
Economic value is a vital part 
of saving heritage breeds.  

“These sheep aren’t going to be 
around very long if they don’t have 
a job,” said Niemann-Boehle. 
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ABOVE: Navajo-Churro sheep on a 
reservation. 
LEFT: Is there any farm animal cuter than 
a lamb? This Shetland lamb makes the 
case for lovable. 

Sheep Breeds 
 in the 

 SE2SE Program 

Black Welsh Mountain  

Clun Forest  

Cotswold  

Dorset Horn  

Florida Cracker  

Gulf Coast or  

Gulf Coast Native 

Hog Island  

Jacob - American  

Karakul - American 

Leicester Longwool  

Lincoln  

Navajo-Churro  

Oxford  

Romeldale/CVM  

Santa Cruz Island 

Shetland  

Shropshire  

Southdown  

Tunis 

Ordinary wool sells for $0.60-
$0.85 a pound. But raw wool sold 
through specialty internet sites such 
as Etsy sells for much more: $8-$40 
per pound. Supporting the wool 
market helps stabilize income.  

WHY SE2SE? 
TLC conceived SE2SE to 

support its mission by helping 
sheep breeders improve their 
wool products and marketing. 
Reaching a better market means 
more farm income. For fiber artists, 
such as myself, learning about 
the variety available in heritage 
breed wool expands the creative 
possibilities. Seeking different 
kinds of wool from heritage sheep 
breeders leads to making local 
connections. Prosperous sheep 
keepers and busy fiber artists 
stimulate interest and demand 
for heritage breeds. They get their 
job back, and become part of a 
vibrant, integrated farm economy. 

“It’s surprising how fast things 
can turn around,” she said “It’s 
exciting for the ones keeping 

sheep. One person said she sold 
more wool in the first few months 
than in the last five years.” 

Offering the public the option 
of purchasing traditional breed 
products assures the future 
of traditional breeds as well 
as artistic satisfaction — and 
beautiful, warm woolen clothing. 

GETTING STARTED 
Shave ‘Em to Save ‘Em is directed 

at wool products and the people 
who use those products: spinners, 
weavers, knitters, crocheters, 
felters. It’s a three-year program, 
funded by a grant from the Manton 
Foundation. Niemann-Boehle said 
she hopes its success will help her 
find funding to make it permanent. 

As either a wool provider or a 
fiber artist, participate by registering 
at The Livestock Conservancy’s site, 
livestockconservancy.org/index.
php/involved/internal/SE2. 

Providers register with the 
breed of sheep they are raising 
and the products they offer: 
fleeces, fiber, yarn. TLC gives 
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ABOVE: Shetland sheep are 
known for their fine, soft, and 
strong wool. The breed is on 
the Recovering list, but loss of 
genetic diversity could threaten 
the 11 colors and 30 color 
patterns that are recognized in 
the Shetland breed.
LEFT: Raw Tunis wool like this 
turns white during processing.

Why Katahdins?
• Natural parasite resistance

• Medium frame and mild tasting

• Strong maternal traits

• Adaptable to any climate

• No wool, no shearing

Annual EXPO and SALE
Online Membership and Breeder Directories

Online Registration

katahdins.org

PO Box 739
Fowlerville, MI 48836
717-335-8280
info@katahdins.org

A Breed Whose Time Has Come
Katahdin Hair Sheep International
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MIDDLE: This toy lamb was crocheted from fine Gulf Coast 
Native yarn. Gulf Coast Native sheep are a landrace adapted 
to life in the Southwest and South. Rare now, they have 
sturdy characteristics such as resistance to gut parasites, 
foot rot, and other common sheep maladies. 
BOTTOM: Tunis sheep are also called "fat-tailed," "broad-
tailed," and "Barbary." Originally from North Africa, they trace 
their ancestry in America back to a gift from the Bey of Tunis 
to George Washington. It is a good choice for sustainable 
farms for its potential for low input production of meat, wool, 
and perhaps milk.

TOP: Half hap shawl 
made by Fran Stafford. 
She was the second 
person to spin up 15 
breeds of wool, so 
she got her credit for 
spinning. Then she 
went on to use a lot 
of that wool in this 
shawl. "It is 10 oz of 
Tunis from Tarheelbilly 
Farm, plus 4 oz of 
Tunis from Solitude 
Wool. Stripes are Black 
Welsh Mt from Desert 
Weyr, Clun Forest from 
Solitude Wool, Horned 
Dorset from Covered 
Bridge Farm, Jacob 
from Hobbyknob Farm, 
Navajo-Churro from 
Fiber Curio, and one 
set of stripes plus the 
edging are 8 oz of 
Shetland from Laura 
Gray," she said.  

them stickers that they give those who purchase their 
products. The stickers are the proof that the product 
they are using is from a SE2SE-registered producer. 

Fiber artists, who put the wool to use, get a Passport  
from TLC when they register. Over 1,300 fiber artists  
have already signed up. As they purchase wool  
products from registered producers, they get stickers 
to put in their passports. 

Each artist qualifies to receive prizes by completing 
five, 10 and 15 projects using different kinds of wool. 
Completion date is December 31, 2021. Each project 
must be made from 100% of the wool of a single 
breed. Each breed’s wool has unique characteristics. 
Prizes include discounts and items such as magazines, 
tote bags, patterns, books and fiber detergent. 

QUALITIES OF WOOL 
Heritage breeds retain the qualities for which they 

were bred: from coarse, double-coated carpet wool 
to fine, elastic wool suitable for elegant clothing. 

The quality of wool yarn and fabric relates to the 
length of the wool fiber. Short, crimped fibers make 
soft, fine yarn and cloth. It felts well, but is less durable. 
Longer fibers result in stronger and long-wearing 
fabric. Long fibers may be lustrous and feel silky. Many 
heritage breeds are double-coated, with a long outer 
coat and soft down underneath. The two kinds of wool 
can be separated to use the long fleece for carpets and 
outerwear, and the soft down for delicate garments.  

The variety of qualities of wool invites creative uses: 
down wool for doll’s hair, embroidery thread and  
delicate lace knitting. Sturdier wool can be baby blankets, 
and heavier yet spun into thicker yarn for heavy 
blankets. Wool can be felted into hats and purses. The 
variety of uses is limited only by imagination. Specialty 
wools can bring shepherds up to $25 per pound. 

FIND YOUR WOOL 
TLC has created resources to help participants locate 

suppliers of wool from sheep on the Conservation 
Priority List. The list includes four breeds that are 
rated Critical, 11 Threatened, five on the Watch 
list, and only two breeds that are Recovering.  

The project is increasing the market for wool from 
heritage breeds, adding to income for sheep keepers.  

“It’s been inspiring,” said Niemann-Boehle. “I’ve been 
moved to tears by some emails from people who have 
been raising the sheep for years, simply because they 
love them. Even at a financial loss, because they had 
trouble selling their wool. Within a couple of months 
of Shave ‘Em to Save ‘Em, they sold out their wool.” 

Some do not bother to market their wool, because 
of the difficulties of preparing it for market.  

The Facebook page has become a go-to for fiber artists  
seeking advice. People post problems, and others post  
detailed advice. 
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Katahdin Hair Sheep

Drs. Nathan & W. K. Krueger
Trinity River Katahdins
Centerville, Texas
(979) 324-1160
nakrueger@gmail.com
www.trinityrivertailsfarm.com

Jenny Smith-Briggs
S B Ranch
Zephyr, Texas
(325) 642-8135
jenny.sbranch@yahoo.com
www.smithbriggsranch.com

Sam & Babette Fief
Fief Family Farm
La Junta, CO
(719) 468-0928
babfief@yahoo.com
www.fieffamilyfarm.com

Howard & Susian Covington
HSC Katahdin Farm
Livingston, Texas
(936) 520-2689
hscfarms@gmail.com
www.hsckatahdin.com

Earl & Mickie Burris
Shackaloa Creek Ranch
Smithdale, MS
(601) 567-2513
shackaloa@aol.com
www.echota-scrkatahdin.com

Howard & Lavonne Brown
Lazy B Livestock
Prague, OK
(405) 567-5163
howard@lazybkatahdins.com
www.lazybkatahdins.com

Need Sheep! These Great Breeders Can Help With That!

Fief Family Farm

• Great Grazers

•    Excellent
      Mothers

• Double Your
    Profit With
 200 + % Lamb
         Crop

•   Very Docile

CHRISTINE HEINRICHS writes from 
California’s Central Coast. She keeps 
a flock of 12 hens, eight large fowl of 
various breeds, and four Bantams. 
She has a B.S. in journalism from the 
UO Oregon and belongs to several 
journalism and poultry organizations.

 Products you can Trust at Prices you can Afford

www.powerflexfence.com
PowerPost

Full Line of
Permanent & Portable Fencing

Order on-line or call for Catalog
417-741-1230

info@powerflexfence.com

Hi-Tensile Woven Wire
Electrifiable

“People are so helpful,” 
Niemann-Boehle said. “We have 
the nicest people on Facebook. We 
get so many responses to people 
who are having problems.” 

Inviting more to learn needle arts 
can have unintended benefits. One 
report found few students entering 
veterinary school had experience 
sewing, making it difficult for them 
to learn how to stitch up animals. A 
therapist told me how she attempted 
to teach self-calming skills to young 
women struggling with anxiety, 
only to find that none of them 
knew how to thread a needle. 

SE2SE is spinning a new future for 
sheep, shepherds and all of us 
who create beauty and utility out of 
their wool. 
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animals & livestock :: goats

GOAT  
LABOR  
SIGNS

THE DOE BAGS UP
A doe may bag up a month or mere 
days before, or not until after they 
give birth. In most cases, when 
the udder looks tight and shiny, 
and teats point slightly to the 
sides, kids appear within a day. 

THE PELVIC  
LIGAMENTS LOOSEN 

Place your palm above the doe’s 
tail, fingers pointed toward the 
rear, and press down with your 
thumb and forefinger while 
moving your hand toward the 
base of the tail. You will feel thin, 
stiff ropy ligaments on each side. 
When the doe nears kidding 
time, the ligaments loosen, and 
the tail looks gimpy. When you 

can’t feel the ligaments at all, 
expect kids within the day.  

THE DOE CHANGES SHAPE
As kids move into position, the 
doe’s belly sags. As the kids drop, 
the doe’s sides hollow and her 
hip bones stick out. As the area 
above the back legs sinks, the 
spine appears more prominent. 

THE DOE DISCHARGES MUCUS 
Note that some does will drip 
cloudy mucus as much as a month  
prior to kidding. Watch for thick  
white or yellowish mucus discharge  
that looks like a long, continuous  
rope. 

THE DOE SEEKS SOLITUDE
A doe may wander off into a 
pasture and appear to stare at 
the ground. Try to coax her into 
a private area under cover.  

THE DOE GETS RESTLESS 
A doe that’s going into labor 
will pace, turn in circles, paw 
the ground, stretch, yawn, and 
sniff at the bedding, and maybe 
grind her teeth. She may look 
back behind her and lick or bite 
at her sides. If you visit, she may 
lick your face, hands, and arms. 

Knowing goat labor signs also alerts you to be available in case the doe should need 
your help. Unfortunately, not all pregnant goats show signs that kidding is imminent.

BY GAIL DAMEROW
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THE DOE WON’T EAT 
She may not eat for the last few  
hours, even up to a day. On the 
other hand, some does eat right  
up until they kid, and even grab 
a bite in the middle of giving 
birth to twins. 

THE DOE BECOMES VOCAL
Within a day or so of kidding, some 
does bleat to their unborn kids. She 
may bawl with each contraction. 
As contractions get close together, 
the doe usually grunts as she 
pushes. You should see the first 
kid within about 30 minutes. 

THE CALENDAR SAYS SO 
Goat gestation is 150 days, although  
she may kid three days early or  
five days late. Keep a record of  
when your does are bred and  
when they kid. 

THE WATER BAG BURSTS 
When the doe pushes, a water bag 
may protrude from the vaginal 
opening, followed by a second 
bag filled with dark liquid. These 
contain amniotic fluid and surround 
and protect the kid(s) until birth. 
Next you will likely see tips of a 
kid’s front hooves, with a tiny nose 
resting on top. This is the moment 
you’ve been waiting for — the 
beginning of a normal delivery.  

SEE THE FOLLOWING PAGE 
FOR A HANDY GOAT DELIVERY  
CHECK LIST!

FEB 9-10 SAN ANTONIO LIVESTOCK SHOW & RODEO
 San Antonio, TX  •  sarodeo.com

FEB 14-16 SAN ANGELO LIVESTOCK SHOW & RODEO
 San Angelo, TX  •  sanangelorodeo.com

MAR 4-6 HOUSTON LIVESTOCK SHOW & RODEO
 Reliant Park, Houston, TX  •  rodeohouston.com

MAR 28 HOLMAN DORPERS & POWELL HOLMAN WHITE DORPERS 
 PRODUCTION SALE
 Hamilton, TX  •  holmansonora@gmail.com

APR 4 RED RIVER CLASSIC DORPER & WHITE DORPER SALE
	 Bowie	Sheep	&	Goat	Auction	LLC		•		Bowie,	TX 
 Travis Turley, 325-948-3840

APR 24-25   MID AMERICA DORPER SHOW & SALE AND GENERAL 
 MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
	 Stephens	County	Fair	&	Expo	Center		•		Duncan,	OK		•		dorper.org

MAY 7-9  BIG OHIO SALES/OHIO DORPER SHOWCASE SALE
 Preble	Fairgrounds		•		Eaton,	OH 
	 Select	Livestock	Services	LLC,	937-597-7214

MAY 16 SUNFLOWER CLASSIC DORPER & WHITE DORPER SALE
 Kansas	State	Fairgrounds, Hutchinson,	KS		•		dorper.com	

MAY 23-24 WESTERN STATES DORPER & WHITE DORPER SHOW & SALE
 Reno	Livestock	Events	Center		•		Reno,	NV		•		wsdorper.org

JUN 5-6 MIDWEST JUNIOR PREVIEW SHOW
 Missouri	State	Fairgrounds		•		Sedalia,	MO		•		midwestshow@hotmail.com

JUN 23-25 MIDWEST STUD RAM SHOW & SALE
 Sedalia,	MO		•		midwestsale.com

JUL 2-5 ALL AMERICAN JUNIOR SHEEP SHOW
 East	Lansing,	MI		•		allamericanjuniorshow.com

JUL 16 NORTHEAST YOUTH SHEEP SHOW
 Eastern	States	Exposition		•		West	Springfield,	MA		•		nesheep.org

JUL 24-25 SOUTHERN STATES DORPER & WHITE DORPER SHOW & SALE
 Cookeville,	TN		•		dorper.org

DATE TBD TEXAS HILL COUNTRY DORPER SALE
 dorper.org

2020 Dorper  
Upcoming Events
dorper.org
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☐ Paper and pencil  
 (for recording notes and details)

☐ Clock or watch
☐ Towels
☐ Bulb syringe
☐ Dental floss 
 (for tying off umbilical cords)

☐ Scissors
☐ Iodine
☐ Small cup for iodine  
 (to dip umbilical cord end)

☐ Rubber gloves
☐ Antiseptic lubricant

☐ Molasses and warm water  
 (a revitalizing treat for mama  
 after delivery)
☐ Paper towels/wet wipes

☐ Nutri-Drench for goats

☐ Bottle and nipple
☐ Colostrum or colostrum replacer

☐ Phone/camera
☐ Tote with a handle, to fit   
 and organize all items

☐ Flashlight or head lamp 
 (a head lamp keeps both hands free)

☐ Injectable antibiotics and syringes
☐ Heat lamps or heating pads
☐ Phone numbers for  
 veterinarians and local goat experts

ITEMS FOR YOUR 
KIDDING KIT

EMERGENCIES

Under most circumstances, 
does have the entire 
kidding process under 
control. Sometimes, 
humans need to intervene. 

Keep your kidding kit 
stocked and ready, in 
case you need to grab it 
and run out to attend to 
mothers and new babies

Store the kit in a location 
that is easy to access and 
easy to remember, and out 
of freezing temperatures.

Be prepared for any situation 
that might come up. These extra 
items could come in handy.

GOAT  

NOTES

backyardgoats.iamcountryside.com
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BY HEATHER SMITH THOMAS

animals & livestock :: cattle

DEALING 
WITH 

DIPHTHERIA 
IN CALVES

UPPER RESPIRATORY DISEASES IN CATTLE 
include diphtheria — which is an infection 
and/or inflammation of the vocal folds of the 

larynx (voice box) at the back of the throat. Infection 
in that area (called necrotic laryngitis) and swelling 
from inflammation can be serious if it restricts the 
airways and makes breathing difficult. Swelling 
impairs breathing because air must travel through 
the larynx to get into the windpipe and down to the 
lungs. This problem is generally more serious — and 
more noticeable — in calves than in adult cattle. 

CAUSES
Trauma opens the way for infection and 

inflammation. This may be caused by eating abrasive 
feeds like stemmy weeds or woody plants, calves 
chewing on sticks or eating coarse straw, or the use 
of a tube feeder on baby calves. If the surface of the 
tube is rough instead of smooth (which can happen 
if it gets chewed on when putting it into the calf’s 
mouth), or if it is forced abruptly into the throat, it 
may scrape or irritate the tissues of the larynx.   

Infection is generally caused by bacteria in the 
environment. Some of them commonly inhabit 
the upper respiratory tract. They simply need an 
opportunity to invade those tissues. The main pathogen 
that causes diphtheria is Fusobacterium necrophorum — 
the same one that causes foot rot and liver abscesses 
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Made in the USA  |  vetericyn.com

Visit vetericyn.com to buy  
online or find a store near you!

CUTS. RINGWORM. PECKING SORES. PINK EYE. HOT SPOTS. AND MORE...

You got this

  Non-stinging   

  Safe if licked   

  Antibiotic-free 

  Works on all animals

Vetericyn gives you the power to jumpstart the 

healing process of common skin, coat, eye, and 

ear issues that come with owning animals. And 

you can use it for routine cleansing to prevent 

unexpected problems. So ride hard, get dirty, and 

dream big. With Vetericyn in your bag–you got this!

in cattle and is often found in the 
gut and upper respiratory tract. 

There is also possibility that 
viruses such as infectious bovine 
rhinotracheitis (IBR) may play a 
role because they can damage the 
outer lining of the respiratory tract 
and open the way for bacterial 
infection. In feedlots, veterinarians 
commonly see diphtheria in 
conjunction with Histophilus somni 
(a bacterium that lives in the nasal 
passages of cattle). This pathogen 
sometimes causes an acute and 
often fatal septicemic disease, 
especially if it becomes complicated 
with other infectious agents.  

Many of the respiratory bacteria, 
including Histophilus, Manheimia, 
Mycoplasma, etc. can also cause 
infections in the larynx as well, 
but Fusobacterium is the one we 
find in most cases of diphtheria, 
especially in young calves.

SYMPTOMS
The calf usually shows difficulty 

breathing. Due to swelling in the 
larynx which narrows the opening, 
the calf must make more effort for 
every breath. The incoming air 
has to pass through those swollen 
folds, so those tissues are constantly 
getting more irritated with each 
breath, rubbing against each other. 

If you are near the calf, you can 
hear wheezing. At first glance 
you may think he has pneumonia 
because he is struggling for 
breath, but if you observe the 
respiratory effort you can tell the 
difference. A calf with pneumonia 
has trouble pushing the air out 
(of damaged lungs), whereas a 
calf with diphtheria is making 
more effort to draw the air in, 
through the narrowed airway.   

Also, a calf with diphtheria will 
often be drooling frothy saliva 
because he has trouble swallowing; 
saliva drips from his mouth. If he is 
so busy trying to breathe, he can’t 
take time to swallow, and the saliva 

keeps drooling. Extra salivation 
can also be due to irritation from 
sores in the mouth as well as the 
throat. Sometimes the infection is 
mainly in the mouth and not in the 
throat, and in that situation, that’s 
not as much of a problem for the 
calf because he can still breathe. 

The larynx area serves as a 
sorting valve, sending food down 

the esophagus and air down the 
windpipe. Most of the time, a 
person or animal is just breathing; 
the valve only closes off the 
airway as we swallow. When 
the calf has trouble breathing, he 
doesn’t take time to swallow. 

If swelling in the throat closes 
the airway too much, the calf 
suffocates. If he is wheezing and 
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animals & livestock :: cattle

Some 
veterinarians  

use a  
two-piece 

tracheostomy 
that provides 

instant breathing 
for a calf. 

struggling for breath and staggering from lack of 
oxygen, this becomes an emergency. You may need to 
slice through the windpipe below the larynx (carefully 
cutting between the ribs of cartilage surrounding 
the windpipe — with a very clean, sharp knife), to 
create an opening for the calf to breathe through.   

Diphtheria is seen most commonly in calves, 
but older animals are not completely immune and 
sometimes can be affected. A mature animal has a 
larger throat and windpipe, however, and may not 
have as much trouble breathing if this area becomes 
swollen. The infection may still affect the larynx 
and in some cases cause enough scar tissue in the 
vocal folds to affect the animal’s voice. Some cows 
lose their voice and can’t bawl as loud anymore.

 
TREATMENT 

Infection in the larynx is generally very responsive 
to oxytetracycline because this antibiotic has good 
distribution throughout the body. Penicillin is another 
broad-spectrum antibiotic that works for this type 
of infection. Some people prefer to use the newer, 
longer-lasting drugs because then they don’t need 
to treat as often, but the traditional drugs work very 
well. There are several antibiotics that can be used, 
and your choice may depend what your veterinarian 
recommends, and also on your ability to catch that calf 
and how often you want to try to catch and treat him. 

It may take a long time to overcome this infection 
however. Every breath can continue to damage 
the already-swollen voice box which is why it 
takes a long time to heal. Blood supply to this 

area is also limited which makes getting enough 
antibiotics to the infection more difficult. Treatment 
may need to be continued for several weeks. 

It is important to talk to your own veterinarian 
regarding treatment and what might be recommended. 
Usually if treatment can be started early, and continued 
for a week or two, it can be cleared up. With many 
other types of infections, it may take just three or 
four days of antibiotic coverage, but diphtheria is 
persistent. You should not stop treatment until it is 
completely cleared up. If you stop too soon, the calf 
will relapse, and then the infection is much harder 
to treat successfully and you may lose the calf. 

Sometimes it takes as much as a month of 
treatment, to get the calf over it, but there is a new 
way to help those persistent and serious cases. Some 
veterinarians now use a tracheostomy insert, to 
by-pass the swollen, irritated larynx and allow the 
calf to breathe through a hole in his windpipe. This 
insert comes in two pieces, and your veterinarian can 
place it into the calf’s windpipe below the larynx.   

This gives the calf instant relief and he can breathe. 
When that constant irritation (air being forced past 
the swollen folds of the larynx with every breath) is 
removed, within a couple weeks or a month the calf 
has healed and you don’t need to keep treating him 
with antibiotics that long. Usually the infection is 
gone after two weeks of treatment and the breathing 
bypass takes away the irritation so the larynx can heal.   

This can be an effective way to help a calf heal if the 
infection doesn’t respond enough to the initial week or 
two of antibiotics and is still having trouble breathing 
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HEATHER SMITH THOMAS 
ranches with her husband near 
Salmon, Idaho, raising cattle and 
a few horses. She has a B.A. 
in English and history. She has 
raised and trained horses for 
50 years, and has been writing 
freelance articles and books 
nearly that long, publishing 20 
books and more than 9,000 
articles for horse and livestock 
publications. Find Heather 
online at heathersmiththomas.
blogspot.com. 

or isn’t improving adequately. The 
insert requires monitoring, because 
it may plug up occasionally with 
mucus. The windpipe is lined with 
cilia — tiny hair-like projections that 
constantly move any mucus/debris 
up from the lungs so the animal can 
swallow it and get rid of it. Some 
of that mucus ends up in the insert 
and may plug the hole. If it starts to 
plug, you’ll hear the calf making a 
wheezing sound, since the mucus 
is obstructing the breathing hole. If 
that happens you need to take the 
insert out and clean it, but once it’s 
clean the calf can breathe again.   

Just as important as antibiotic 
treatment is anti-inflammatory 
medication to reduce swelling and 
irritation in the throat. This can ease 
the calf’s breathing and also help 
the irritated tissues start to heal. 
Talk to your veterinarian about 
what to use. Often dexamethasone 
is recommended as a single dose 
at the beginning, to help reduce 
swelling. You shouldn’t repeat it, 
however, because prolonged use 
of steroids tends to hinder the 
immune system. Another good anti-
inflammatory is DMSO (dimethyl 
sulfoxide). A few cc’s of DMSO 

mixed with a little warm water and 
squirted into the back of the mouth 
(for the calf to swallow) gives 
fairly instant relief by reducing 
the swelling. It has an advantage 
over dexamethasone because the 
DMSO-water “gargle” can be 
repeated as often as necessary. 
There are also some non-steroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs that 
can be used, but they are not as 
effective. Discuss this with your 
veterinarian and treat the calf 
as soon as you realize he has a 
problem. If you identify these cases 
early, treat them long enough, and 
help them breathe if necessary, 
you can save these calves.  
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animals & livestock :: pigs

PIGLETS BORN ON PASTURE 
are able to get out and enjoy 
the sun very early in life. 

Whether your piglets start eating 
with their mother from day one or 
if they wait a couple of weeks, they 
have been outside watching her 
graze since a very early age. Not 
all breeds of pasture pigs mature at 
the same rate.  We have experience 
with both the Idaho Pasture pigs 
and the Kunekune pigs. Although 
both breeds are true grazing pigs, 
the piglets mature at much different 
rates. Our Kunekunes are a much 
slower pig to mature and the piglets 
are content to play for hours in the 
sun, but have no desire to really 
eat much other than their mother’s 
milk for weeks after they are born. 
The Idaho Pasture pigs are much 
quicker to get out and start grazing 
and trying mom’s pig feed. Whether 
it takes days or weeks for them to 
begin, it is extremely important to 
allow them time to get the nutrients 
that they need to grow properly 

from their mother’s milk. It is also 
important to keep an eye on your 
sow and make sure she isn’t being 
depleted by the stress of nursing her 
piglets. If she has a litter over eight 
piglets, she is going to more than 
likely require additional pig feed.   

We base our decision of when to 
wean on both the piglets and the 
sow. I mentioned before that our 
Idaho Pasture pigs and Kunekune 
pigs mature at different rates. 
That is important to recognize 
when trying to figure out when 
is the best time to wean.   

We feel the piglets are 
ready to be weaned when:   

The piglets are eating well on 
their own (both grass and pig feed). 

Are drinking well on their own. 
They are independent and 

are outside playing, eating, 
and sunbathing with each 
other or by themselves. 

For our Idaho Pasture piglets, this 
is usually between four to six weeks 
of age. For our Kunekune piglets 

Weaning  
Your Pasture Piglets 

BY JODI CRONAUER
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this is around eight weeks of age. If 
we have a sow that is being severely 
depleted by a very large litter, we 
will usually wean the biggest, most 
independent piglets sooner than the 
rest, but still not before four weeks 
of age (unless we feel it is absolutely 
necessary for the health of the sow).  

We like to remove a couple of 
piglets at a time if possible, to 
prevent mastitis in the sow. If you 
don’t have any piglets sold or are 
keeping them all to raise yourself, 
then this may not be feasible. In 
that case, when you do wean the 
piglets, please keep an eye on your 
sow for a few days to make sure 
she is losing her milk and drying 
up without any complications. 
One good indicator from the sow 
herself is when she starts to spend 
more time lying flat on her stomach 
and preventing the piglets from 
nursing. She is telling them it is 
time for them to stop nursing.   

When it is time for the sow to 
leave, we usually move her out of 
that pen and into a new one. We 
like to leave the piglets where they 
are comfortable and secure. We use 
electric fences for all of our pastures 
including our “maternity ward,” 
so the piglets have already learned 
to not touch the fence and rarely 
do we have any escape artists.   

When we move the piglets to a 
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new pasture on our farm before 
moving the sow away first, we 
have piglets trying to get back 
to their comfort zone or original 
pasture. But, by leaving them in 
their original pasture for a day or 
two after the sow has moved out, 
we allow them time to get used 
to the new situation and then we 
are able to move them to new 
pastures without any problems.  

 One of the other things we have 
found is that this works better for 
us to wean a couple of litters at 
the same time. In this way, when 
we combine the litters into new 
pastures, we can put whole litters 
in together instead of one or two 
piglets at a time. The pecking order 
will still need to be determined, so 
they will still fight a small amount, 
but instead of one or two piglets 
getting ganged up on, there are 
just so many new piglets that they 
just settle in nicer and quicker.   

When piglets are weaned on our 
farm, we also like to do all of our 
castrating and ear tagging on the 
same day. That isn’t to say it can’t 

be done at a different time, but 
that we have found it works very 
well if we can get it all done in one 
day. One important reason we do 
all of this at the same time is that 
the piglets’ diet does change with 
the weaning of their mother and 
they almost always get diarrhea 
about three days after weaning. 
This is perfectly normal and usually 
clears up within a few days. If the 
diarrhea gets worse or does not 
clear go away on its own in a few 
days, then you should consult 
a veterinarian to determine if 
anything else is needed. For the 
most part, the piglets just have a 
change of diet that causes some 
diarrhea, but they continue to eat 
and drink as if nothing is wrong.   

Although it is normal, we prefer 
to not castrate during that time 
when they have diarrhea.  We 
have also found that castrating 
at weaning takes any stress that 
may be associated with this away 
from the sow. At four to six weeks 
old, the piglets are at a good size 
to hold on to do the castration 

and the testicle is not starting to 
adhere inside the cavity yet, but 
is big enough to easily get ahold 
of to pull out. When we are done 
castrating, we put the piglets 
back into the pen with the rest 
of the group and they go right 
back to grazing and playing. 

Remember, when you wean the 
piglets they will already be eating 
and drinking well on their own, 
so although they will miss their 
mom for a day or two, they’re still 
able to eat and drink. Therefore, 
they will be able to fill up their 
bellies and be content!  

JODI CRONAUER lives in Wisconsin 
with her husband, Dave, and her three 
sons, Hunter, Timber, and Ryder. They 
raise Idaho Pasture pigs, Kunekune 
pigs, and American bison as well as 
Gypsy Vanner horses. They saw the 
need for animals raised properly in 
pastures outdoors as well as the need 
for them to be raised without chemicals 
and hormones. They strive to provide 
both at their farm and pride themselves 
in producing quality animals in every 
way. The meat from their pigs and bison 
is rich in essential nutrients because 
they eat grass as their primary diet. 

animals & livestock :: pigs
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country crafts :: baskets

WILLOW BASKETS ADD BEAUTY and 
practicality to any home from modern or 
Victorian to contemporary. Many rooms 

can be enhanced with a basket made of willow but 
the problem is finding a willow basket these days. 
It’s not easy to make a willow basket and it is hard 
to find someone who can teach you. Part of the 
problem is getting the material that willow baskets 
are made of. You need to harvest a lot of willow to 
make a basket so it is hard to get enough material 
to teach someone, especially if you are harvesting 
it for a class of a lot of people. This makes teaching 
someone to make a willow basket difficult. 

In the past, just about everyone knew how to make 
willow baskets. If you needed a basket, you went 
out and picked some willow and made a basket 
the size and style you wanted for your needs. 

Willow is a very versatile material to use to 
make baskets and since you can get the material 
on the side of the road, it is inexpensive. In the 
past, it was more acceptable to go out and cut 
the willow, but these days people look at you 
funny when they see you bent over cutting it.   

My mom and I made willow baskets for more than 
30 years. We made all kinds for decoration. From a 
vase or a wall hanging, to utilitarian — a laundry 
basket or a napkin holder. We also made fishing 
baskets out of willow. Our baskets are in many places 
and when I see a willow basket somewhere, I always 

wonder if it is one of ours. When my mom died, I 
no longer made them since it just wasn’t as fun.   

Making willow baskets is labor-intensive. First 
you need to find a patch of willow you can pick. 
Once there, you need to cut the longest, thinnest, 
strongest willow branches and twigs you can find. 
The willow shoots are the best to use, as they are the 
most pliable. You must use the willow right away 
to make your basket or else the branches will dry 
up and become brittle. When the willow branches 
are dry and brittle, you can’t use them for basket 
weaving since they crack and break as you weave.   

When making a willow basket, you start from 
the bottom and weave up. I find the hardest part 
is starting the basket. The branches do not want to 
behave and getting them to line up the way you 
want can sometimes be a job for more than two 
hands. As you start, you may need to use small 
braces like clothespins to hold your branches in 
place as you weave. Sometimes I use string or 
rubber bands to make the branches stay in place 
until I can weave some warp branches in place. 
(Warp branches are the branches that are woven in 
and out of the weft branches. Weft branches give 
the warp branches a place to be woven into.)   

Once the bottom of your willow basket is put into 
place you can start the fun part of weaving the sides 
of the basket. This really is the fun relaxing part 
and it doesn’t take too much concentration. I like 

Willow Baskets:  
An Ancient Art Still Used Today 

BY DONNA BUTT
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to choose the longest, thinnest 
branches for this job so they can 
make it all the way around the 
basket before I need to start a new 
branch. This makes the basket 
stronger in the end. I keep on 
weaving upward until I make 
the sides as tall as I want them.   

When the basket is as tall as 
you want it to be, you can start 
to poke the branch ends from 
the top into the side to finish off 
the basket. You will need finger 
strength to finish the edges, and the 
farther down the basket side you 
can push the branch, the better.   

Willow baskets can be made 
into many shapes and sizes. The 
bigger the basket, the larger the 
branches you can use and the 
smaller the basket, the smaller the 
twigs should be. It is important 
when making a willow basket 
that you use branches that are 
about the same size throughout 
the basket, or your basket will 
look kind of funny and be less 
attractive. The larger the basket, 
the stronger you want it to be since 
it will be holding more items.  

Once a willow basket is finished, 
it must be allowed to dry for a week 
or two. As the basket dries, it may 
shrink some and you might have 
to add some fill to it. If you need 
to add some filling, you need to go 
to the same willow patch where 
you cut the willow for this basket 
and cut more thin twigs. Then you 
can weave those fresh twigs into 
the loose parts of the basket to 
make it strong and sturdy again. 
A strong, sturdy willow basket 
can last for years and years.   

Willow comes in different colors, 
but brown is the most common 
and desired. You can also find it in 
red, yellow, and black. Dogwood 
is often used to add a strip of color 
to a basket but it is not as pliable 
as willow, therefore, it is not used 
as a warp. Sometimes the bark can 
be stripped off of the willow and 

it will be a white color, but I like 
to leave the bark on my baskets.   

People used to make willow 
baskets from the time they were a 
small child. By the time they were 
an adult, they would be very good 
at it and could make a willow 
basket that was very watertight. 
They also became very good at 
cooking with these watertight 
willow baskets taking care to keep 
the flames from burning the willow. 
Many museums have examples of 
watertight willow baskets that have 
somehow remained in existence. 

Handmade willow baskets can 
be used for many purposes like 
carrying laundry, holding food, 
or collecting flowers. The baskets 
can be allowed to get wet so if 
they get dusty, you can wash 
them and it will not hurt them. 
When my baskets get dusty, I like 
to leave them sit out in the rain 
since raindrops seem to clean 
them better than I can. After 
washing, I just let them air-dry.  

Willow baskets are so useful 
and pretty and they add beauty 
wherever they are. Finding one 
is the hard part and it seems 
to be getting harder.    

“There is never enough time to enjoy what you love.” — Joyce Rachelle
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DONNA BUTT lives in Wisconsin with her family and four dogs. She 
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traveling, canning, cooking, hiking, reading, sewing, wool processing, 
spinning, weaving, knitting, crocheting, and so much more. 
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farm to fork :: granola

HOMEMADE 
BY GAIL DAMEROW

MILK VERSION OF HOMEMADE GRANOLA 
2 cups rolled oats (oatmeal) 
1½ cups walnuts, pecans, or almonds 
1 cup flaked coconut 
¾ cup wheat germ 
¼ cup wheat bran 
2 tablespoons milled flax 
¼ teaspoon salt 
1 can condensed milk 
¼ cup oil 
2 cups mixed dried fruit 

Chop the nuts and combine them with the remaining 
dry ingredients. Stir in the condensed milk. Then 
stir in the oil of your choice. I like peanut oil, but 
you can use whatever type of oil you prefer. 
Spread the mixture on a large baking sheet. Bake 
at 300 degrees F for about one hour or until the 
granola turns golden, stirring every 15 minutes. 
Watch toward the end to make sure it doesn’t burn. 
While the granola is in the oven, prepare two cups 
of dried fruit mix. You can use store-bought dried 

Granola

Running out of homemade granola is 
a capital offense at our house. One of 
the reasons we tend to run out is that 
homemade granola is so good we enjoy 
eating it out of hand. This feature makes 
it an ideal snack food, as well as a terrific 
yogurt topping or breakfast cereal. 

I have included two recipes for 
homemade granola. One calls for 
sweetened condensed milk. If you prefer 
not to use canned milk, or any milk at all, 
the other version instead uses eggs and 
sugar. The end results are quite similar. 
Both versions make about two quarts of 
granola. If that’s more than you would 
use within a couple of weeks, freeze 
half to keep it fresh until you need it. 
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 "Cooking is an art, but you eat it too." — Marcella Hazan 

fruit, or fruit you dried yourself; we dry our 
own apples, and we buy bananas and peaches 
to dry when they’re on sale. Cut larger pieces, 
such as dried apples or bananas, into smaller 
bits using kitchen shears. Include some fruits 
that are tart and some that are sweet. 

MY FAVORITE COMBINATION OF DRIED  
FRUIT MIX 
½ cup raisins 
½ cup dried cranberries 
½ cup dried apples or peaches 
½ cup dates or dried bananas 

As soon as the granola comes out of the oven, 
and while it’s still piping hot, spread the fruit mix 
over the top and then stir it in. Let the granola 
cool before packing it into an airtight canister. 

EGG VERSION OF HOMEMADE GRANOLA 
2 cups rolled oats (oatmeal) 
1½ cup walnuts, pecans, or almonds 
1 cup flaked coconut 
¾ cup wheat germ 
¼ cup wheat bran 
2 tablespoons milled flax 
2 eggs 
¾ cup brown sugar 
¼ cup oil 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
½ teaspoon salt 
2 tablespoons flour 
2 cups dried fruit 

Chop the nuts and combine them with the oats, coconut, wheatgerm, 
wheat bran, and flax. In a separate bowl, stir together the eggs, sugar 
(you can use any kind of sugar you prefer), oil, vanilla, and salt. Stir 
in the flour and continue stirring until the mixture is smooth. 
Spread the mixture on a large baking sheet. Bake at 300 degrees F for 
about 55 minutes or until the granola is brown and crisp, stirring every 
15 minutes. Watch carefully toward the end to make sure it doesn’t burn  
— if you use brown sugar, as I do, the color starts out brown and gets  
just slightly darker when it’s done. 
Prepare your dried fruit mixture as for the first version. Stir it in while  
the granola is still hot from the oven, then let the granola cool before  
packing it into an airtight canister.  

HOW TO ENJOY 
HOMEMADE GRANOLA 

At our house we enjoy homemade granola 
for breakfast, served with chilled raw goat 
milk provided by our Nubian dairy goats. 
Although adding more fruit isn’t necessary, 
we like to add fresh fruit to the cereal bowl 
when we have it — strawberries, bananas, 
and especially homegrown blueberries. 

If you are used to eating store-bought cereal, 
serve about half the amount of homemade 
granola you would normally eat of bought 
cereal. A little goes long way, as this granola 
is so much more nutritious and satisfying than 
anything you will find at the supermarket.

GAIL DAMEROW is an author who lives in Tennessee where she and 
her husband Allan keep Nubian dairy goats as well as poultry, tend a 
sizable garden, and maintain a small orchard and a large woodlot. On 
their diversified small farm, they seek independence and sustainability by 
growing and preserving much of what they eat and feed their livestock.
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BECKY PEDERSON lives in Wisconsin 
and is an old-fashioned type of person 
who has always cooked and baked all 
of her goods from scratch. She’s an avid 
flower and vegetable gardener who 
also enjoys canning, sewing, crocheting, 
deer hunting, playing her saxophone 
(amongst many other instruments), 
and spending time with her family.

BY BECKY PEDERSON

MARINATED CARROTS 
INGREDIENTS
2 lb. bag of carrots (can use baby carrots)
1 medium onion (½ cup), thinly sliced 
1 small green pepper, thinly sliced 
1 can (10¾ oz.) tomato soup 
½ cup vegetable oil 
1 cup white sugar 
¾ cup white vinegar 
1 teaspoon yellow mustard 
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 

INSTRUCTIONS 
Scrape carrots, cut into chunks. Place 
in a saucepan and cover with water. 
Cook until carrots are tender. Cool for 
10 minutes then add onion and pepper.  
Heat the soup, oil, sugar, vinegar, mustard, 
and Worcestershire sauce over medium 
heat just to a boil. Stir occasionally while 
heating. Cool to room temperature.  
Pour soup mixture over carrots, pepper, 
and onion. Cover and refrigerate 12 hours.  
Will keep two weeks in 
the refrigerator.   

farm to fork :: carrots

M A R I N A T E D

Carrots

INGREDIENTS
2 teaspoons olive oil
1 pound ground American lamb
1 onion, chopped
2 poblano peppers, seeded and chopped
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 tablespoons chili powder seasoning
2 1/2 cups lamb stock, such as Saffron Road, or low-sodium 
beef broth
2 (14.5-ounce) cans diced tomatoes
Salt and freshly ground pepper
1 large sweet potato (about 12 ounces), peeled and cut into 
1/3-inch cubes
2 (14-ounce) cans black beans, drained and rinsed

Optional toppings: chopped cilantro leaves, lime wedges, 
diced avocado, sour cream, shredded cheddar cheese, and 
broken tortilla chips

DIRECTIONS
Optional toppings: chopped cilantro leaves, lime wedges, diced 
avocado, sour cream, shredded cheddar cheese, and broken 
tortilla chips

Heat the oil in a large pot over medium-high heat, swirling to 
coat the bottom. Add the lamb and break it up into chunks. 
Stir in the onion, poblano, and garlic and sauté until the excess 
water evaporates, the lamb is browned, and the vegetables are 
very soft and begin to brown, 15 to 20 minutes. Stir in the chile 
powder and cook about 30 seconds. Stir in the stock, tomatoes 
and their juices, 2 teaspoons of salt, and a big pinch of pepper 
and bring to a boil. Reduce the heat to medium-low, partially 
cover the pot, and cook for 30 minutes at a gentle simmer.

Uncover the pot and stir in the sweet potatoes and beans. 
Continue simmering until the sweet potatoes are tender and 
the flavors come together, about 30 minutes more. For a thick 
chili, leave the pot uncovered at this point, or partially cover 
for a soupier consistency.

Taste and adjust the seasoning. Serve the chili topped with any 
of the optional garnishes.



INGREDIENTS
2 teaspoons olive oil
1 pound ground American lamb
1 onion, chopped
2 poblano peppers, seeded and chopped
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 tablespoons chili powder seasoning
2 1/2 cups lamb stock, such as Saffron Road, or low-sodium 
beef broth
2 (14.5-ounce) cans diced tomatoes
Salt and freshly ground pepper
1 large sweet potato (about 12 ounces), peeled and cut into 
1/3-inch cubes
2 (14-ounce) cans black beans, drained and rinsed

Optional toppings: chopped cilantro leaves, lime wedges, 
diced avocado, sour cream, shredded cheddar cheese, and 
broken tortilla chips

DIRECTIONS
Optional toppings: chopped cilantro leaves, lime wedges, diced 
avocado, sour cream, shredded cheddar cheese, and broken 
tortilla chips

Heat the oil in a large pot over medium-high heat, swirling to 
coat the bottom. Add the lamb and break it up into chunks. 
Stir in the onion, poblano, and garlic and sauté until the excess 
water evaporates, the lamb is browned, and the vegetables are 
very soft and begin to brown, 15 to 20 minutes. Stir in the chile 
powder and cook about 30 seconds. Stir in the stock, tomatoes 
and their juices, 2 teaspoons of salt, and a big pinch of pepper 
and bring to a boil. Reduce the heat to medium-low, partially 
cover the pot, and cook for 30 minutes at a gentle simmer.

Uncover the pot and stir in the sweet potatoes and beans. 
Continue simmering until the sweet potatoes are tender and 
the flavors come together, about 30 minutes more. For a thick 
chili, leave the pot uncovered at this point, or partially cover 
for a soupier consistency.

Taste and adjust the seasoning. Serve the chili topped with any 
of the optional garnishes.
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HACKS FOR HACKS FOR 
DRY SKIN DRY SKIN 

BY JENNIFER VANBENSCHOTEN

homesteading hacks :: dry skin

WHILE WE MIGHT worry a lot 
about hydration in the summer 
months when the temperatures 

rise, we forget that staying hydrated is just 
as important in the dead of winter when the 
air is cold and dry and doesn’t hold a lot of 
moisture. A lot of us can tell when it gets to 
be midwinter by how dry and cracked our 
skin gets, and anyone who spends a lot of 
time outside during the cold months can tell 
you how uncomfortable dry skin can be.  
Thankfully, you can get a head start on dry 
skin season by using a few of these easy 
hacks. I like to look at these hacks for dry 
skin as an excuse to pamper myself during 
the winter, or really at any time of the year.  

1. Watch what you eat. In the winter 
time, it’s important to make sure to eat 
plenty of healthy fats and moisture-
rich fruits. Avocados, mangos, cooked 
apples (applesauce), and warm milk are 
all great additions to your diet during 
the cold winter months. Other delicious 
additions to the menu can include: 

• Salmon or other fatty fish 
• Your favorite nuts and seeds like 

 walnuts, almonds, pumpkin seeds,  
 and cashews 

• Citrus fruits like oranges and tangerines 
• Root veggies like beets, carrots, and  

 sweet potatoes 

2. Take an oatmeal bath a few times a week. 
Warming up in the bath is my favorite 
way to recover from outdoor activities in 
the winter, and when my skin gets dry, I 
add some ground up organic oats to the 
bath to help keep my skin soft. If you like 
the aroma, you can add a few drops of 
lavender and/or geranium essential oils 
to your bath, too, but don’t overdo it — 
undiluted essential oils in the bath can irritate 
already-dry and painful cracked skin. 

3. Keep a humidifier running. So not only is the 
air cold and dry during the winter, but if you 
burn your wood stove as well, you’re really 
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In the heart of the Adirondack mountains, 
JENNIFER VANBENSCHOTEN raises chickens for 
eggs, keeps bees for honey, and grows her own 
food. Jennifer enjoys scratch cooking, writing 
creative nonfiction and poetry, teaching yoga, 
and creating handmade beaded jewelry. 

"Invest in your skin. It is going to represent you for a very long time." — Linden Tyler

drying out the air in your home. A few winters ago, we 
invested in a cast iron humidifier to keep on top of the 
stove and add some moisture to the air. As an added 
bonus, I add a few drops of essential oil to the water in 
the humidifier before putting it on the stove. Adding 
a few drops of Thieves’ oil (a blend of rosemary, clove, 
and citrus oils) can even help fend off wintertime colds. 
A humidifier in the bedroom is another hack I use 
to keep my skin from drying out. A warm mist 
humidifier is preferable to a cool mist for hacking dry 
skin. Remember to clean your humidifier at least once 
a week using hydrogen peroxide or white vinegar 
to prevent mold and bacterial growth that can be 
introduced into the air and aggravate allergies. 

4. Watch the temperature of your showers and 
baths. While an oatmeal bath is a fabulous way 
to keep your skin soft during the winter, keep the 
temperature of your baths and showers moderately 
warm. Bathing in hot water will actually dry out 
your skin and aggravate cracks and rough spots. 

5. Apply moisturizer to warm, damp skin. If you’re 
going to use over-the-counter moisturizers during the 
winter months, apply them right after you get out of 
the shower or bath. Warm water (not hot) will help 
soften and open the pores of your skin so that the 
moisturizers can penetrate deeper and do their thing.  
One of my favorite Ayurvedic tips for soft skin is to 
give yourself a warm oil massage three or four times 
a week before bathing or showering. The trick here 
is to use organic sesame oil (you can find some great 
Ayurvedic massage oils online or at a natural foods 
store) and warm the oil before you apply it. To warm 
the oil, pour a small amount into an amber plastic 
bottle and suspend it in a larger jar of hot water for 
a few minutes until it warms up. Always stand on 
a towel and use extra caution when getting into the 
shower or bath with oily feet. A good self-massage 
with warm oil should take you at least 15 minutes, 
so take your time and enjoy! Another perk of doing a 
self-massage with warm sesame oil? It can help you 
get to sleep when done an hour before bedtime and 
followed by a warm (never hot) shower or bath. 

6. Try some extra magnesium. There are lots of 
great skin care products out there that include 
magnesium for healthy, soft skin. If you already 
take a magnesium supplement orally, you’re done! 
But if not, consider looking for a high-quality 
magnesium skin care product at your local natural 

foods store. You can even add magnesium flakes to 
your (moderately warm) bath instead of oatmeal.

7. Be sure to drink your water! My physical therapist 
told me that in order to maintain hydration over the 
winter, I should be drinking three liters of water every 
day. After returning my eyebrows to neutral and 
calculating how many bathroom breaks that would 
require on a daily basis, I started keeping track of 
how many times I refilled my water bottle every day. 
Try to avoid drinking ice-cold or hot water — room 
temperature is easiest absorbed by the body, and 
will even help improve digestion. If you like a bit of 
citrus in your water, squeeze the juice from a fresh 
lemon, orange, or tangerine into your water bottle.  

8. Keep it covered! Whether you’re outside in the 
summer or the winter, keeping skin covered is the 
best way to avoid painfully dry and cracked skin. 
Use a good pair of insulted gloves or mittens in the 
winter and a shade hat in the summer to keep sun off 
your face. Avoiding sunburn in the summertime can 
make a huge difference as you head into the winter 
months when it comes to maintaining healthy skin. 

Whether you decide to change up your diet a little 
bit, start taking the time to give yourself a warm oil 
massage at night, or increase your water intake, using 
a combination of these dry skin hacks is the best way 
to keep your skin soft and healthy all year long.  

Moisturize with any of these hacks to 
keep your skin happy and healthy. 



IMAGINE YOU ARE A CONTESTANT on a widely 
viewed game show and you’re in the spotlight. 

The host says, “What is in almost 
every home, is washed, dried, and soft 
but eventually ends in the trash?” 

The audience is hushed as you consider 
the question. Seconds pass … 

Then you shout, “What is lint?” 
Yes, you would be correct. 
(Did you know? The etymology of the modern 

word “lint” is related to “linting," the term used for 
the cultivation of the shorter fibers from the cotton 
plant, also called "lint," from which lower-quality 
cotton products are manufactured. Dryer 
lint is composed of threads of all 
colors, which blend hues and may 
appear to be a uniform gray.) 

There are many uses for lint, the 
Cinderella of house throwaways.  

But first, Art Bender with 
SF Wash in San Francisco 
has some heavy numbers. 

“We process about 2,000 
pounds of laundry per day,” 
he said. “That's about 70-80 
loads per day, 350-400 loads per 
week. I would guess we toss out 
two to three pounds per day.”   

Bender said one time a local artist 
asked him for some lint because she 
wanted to make lint sculptures of squirrels 
and birds to put in trees around the city. He gave 
her the lint but her art never “got off the ground.”  

Now, back to some suggestions for that 
soft “stepsister” of home debris. 

Line a basket with soft lint when you collect eggs 
from your coop or grocery store to eliminate breakage 

Stuff a large pillowcase with lint to make a 
cozy bed for your pet dog, cat, ferret, etc.  

For those rainy or snowbound days at home with 
the kids, use lint as a creative way to decorate pictures, 
collages, and sculptures. California school teacher 

Toby Pollock said, “I would like to see lint used in 
the classroom too. Using lint products is an excellent 
way to spark environmental awareness as well as 
tap into their innate gift: spontaneity! A classroom 
of 30 students can collect lint and add it to see how 
large the class pile of lint becomes, while realizing 
this is just from 30 households. Compare with lint 
piles in other classrooms. Elicit student ideas for a 
schoolwide project, or a classroom might vote for their 
lint collection be used to make stuffed animals for 
under-privileged children. Or stuff decorative pillows 
for birthday presents or perhaps for those in a senior 

living facility. The possibilities can be endless.”  
When traveling, stuff plastic bags with 

lint for a safe way to carry glass bottles. 
Stuff lint in medium-sized plastic 

bags and keep them in grocery 
bags for a trip to the market. 

One of the most popular uses is a 
fire starter as lint is very flammable and, 

if left to accumulate in a dryer, can start a fire. 
Simply stuff an empty toilet paper roll with lint 

and a small amount of newspaper. The starter ignites 
quickly; then watch the flames ignite the wood for a 
cozy blaze in your fireplace or outside in a fire pit.  

A word of warning: Do not use lint as a nest 
of baby birds. It will soak up water and may 
be steeped with chemicals unhealthy for birds, 
such as remnants of detergent and softener. 

“Lint for use in worm farms is a good way to help 
compost foods,” said Amanda from Uncle Jim’s Worm 

homesteading hacks :: lint

LINT
DON’T THROW IT AWAY, USE IT!

BY JULIA HOLLISTER
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Lint-filled toilet 
paper rolls  
make great  
fire starters.
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Farm in Pennsylvania. “We would 
not recommend the lint as bedding, 
as they need a dirt bedding to 
live in. We only recommend 
adding a small amount to the top 
to eat. Yes, their excrements is 
exactly what makes the compost. 
It is very rich for plants.”  

Your clothes are just about 
dry now, so collect your 
ideas and that lint but don't 
throw it away, use it!  

“When we switched to 
Central Boiler we started saving 

$500 a month on our heating 
bill.”  --  Maria, MN

THE ULTIMATE WOOD HEAT

CentralBoiler.com
800-248-4681

Find your local Central Boiler Dealer:

• Top performing - use up to 50% less wood  
 compared to other methods of wood heating

• Built to last a lifetime with titanium-enhanced  
 stainless steel firebox

• View from anywhere - ability to see furnace  
 performance and operation from your phone

• Easier to operate and maintain

©2019 Central Boiler • ad7615

Outdoor Wood Furnaces

WORMS  
EAT MY 

GARBAGE

How to Set Up & 
Maintain a Worm  

Composting 
System

iamcountryside.com/shop
970-392-4419

LINT
DON’T THROW IT AWAY, USE IT!

The #1 Supplier of Composting 
Worms & Composting Supplies 

in the USA!

Worm composters (vermicom-
posters) are an easy and efficient 
way to quickly compost a variety of 
food and other scraps found around 
the home.

The resulting worm castings create 
a nutrient rich compost to use as a 
powerful soil additive.

FREE SHIPPING!
within the lower 48 states

HOT FROG
LIVING  
COMPOSTER

HARNESS THE POWER OF THE  
EARTHWORM!

unclejimswormfarm.com
(800) 373-0555

JULIA HOLLISTER is a longtime 
journalist with a passion for all 
things sustainable. Raised in 
a rice growing family on the 
Texas Gulf Coast, she quickly 
learned the value of living off 
the land. Julia once taught gold 
panning in the Sierra Foothills 
and loves finding ways to stretch 
a dollar by finding new uses for 
everyday household items.
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countryside bookstore :: homesteading

Storey’s Guide to Keeping  
Honey Bees, 2nd Edition

Greywater Green Landscape
By Laura aLLen

Keep your lawn and garden lush 
without wasting resources by cap-
turing and recycling the greywater 
that drains from your sink, shower, 
and washing machine. This acces-
sible and detailed guide walks you 
through each step of planning for 
and installing a variety of grey-
water systems, including laundry-
to-landscape and branched drain 
gravity-fed systems. 192 pages

$24.95

By MaLcoLM T. Sanford & richard e. Bonney

This trusted handbook is a must-
have for novice and seasoned 
beekeepers alike. Now totally 
redesigned and featuring color 
photos and graphics, the second 
edition also includes up-to-date 
information on honey bee health. 
The go-to reference presents com-
prehensive yet accessible informa-
tion on everything from planning 
hives and installing a colony to 

preventing disease and managing productive hives that will 
bear bountiful honey harvests year after year. 224 pages

The Good Living Guide to Keeping 
Sheep and Other Fiber Animals

$14.99

By JaneT GarMan

A comprehensive and inspiring guide 
to small-scale fiber farming and wool 
crafting. Fiber crafts — such as knit-
ting, weaving, and crocheting — con-
tinue to surge in popularity, with sites 
like Ravelry (a social media commu-
nity for the wool obsessed) gaining 
more than six million members. Artists 
are seeking quality raw materials in 
greater numbers. The cottage indus-
try of supplying not only raw fleece, 

but handcrafted yarns, is strong. The proper care of fiber 
animals leads to a superior yarn product. Lapses in good 
care can show up in the fleece. Give your animals a good 
home and a happy life and enjoy superior fleece and yarn 
products for your own homestead or to sell. 160 pages

Homegrown Honey Bees

$14.95

By aLeThea MorriSon

Discover the joys of harvesting 
honey from your own backyard. 
Alethea Morrison outlines what 
you’ll need to know to make it 
through the first year, while stun-
ning macrophotography by Mars 
Vilaubi brings the inner workings 
of the hive to life. With in-depth 
discussions of allergies, colony 
hierarchy, bee behavior, and 
more, this approachably infor-
mative guide bursts with enthu-

siastic encouragement. Keep your own bees, and enjoy the 
sweet buzz. 160 pages

For a complete list of books visit:
iamcountryside.com/shop

$16.95
Now $8.49 — Save 50%

SAVE
50%

100 Plants to Feed the Bees
By The XerceS SocieTy

The international bee crisis is 
threatening our global food sup-
ply, but this user-friendly field 
guide shows what you can do to 
help protect our pollinators. The 
Xerces Society for Invertebrate 
Conservation offers browsable 
profiles of 100 common flowers, 
herbs, shrubs, and trees that at-
tract bees, butterflies, moths, and 
hummingbirds. 240 pages

$16.95
Now $12.75 — Save 25%

SAVE
25%

Naturally Bug-Free

$10.95

By STephanie L. TourLeS

Protect yourself, your children, your 
pets, and your home from bugs — with-
out using harsh or toxic chemicals! 75 
simple recipes for safe, effective bug 
repellents you can make at home from 
all-natural ingredients. For protection 
from mosquitoes, ticks, and other biting 
insects, there are sprays, balms, body 
oils, and tinctures. There are also reci-
pes for pets. 175 pages
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NEW!

$16.95
Now $12.75 — Save 25%

By Becky LaMB

Crafting with Wood Pallets

Crafting with Wood Pallets offers 
readers innovative new projects 
for transforming wood pallets 
into all types of beautiful, useful 
items for the home and garden. 
Packed with color photos and 
easy-to-follow instructions for 
over 25 DIY projects, this book 
shows how to build, paint, and 
finish unique gifts, decor, and 
furniture. 119 pages

SAVE
25%

Gardening for Butterflies
By XerceS SocieTy

Welcome the world’s most ex-
quisite visitors to your garden! 
Gardening for Butterflies intro-
duces you to a variety of col-
orful garden guests who need 
our help, and shows you how 
to design a habitat where they 
will thrive. This optimistic call to 
arms is packed with everything 

you need to create a beautiful, beneficial, butterfly-filled 
garden. 288 pages

Basic Candle Making SAVE
45%

$19.95
Now $10.99 — Save 45%

By eric eBeLinG

Step-by-step color photographs 
and descriptive detail make this 
book indispensable for begin-
ners looking to create beautiful 
and functional scented candles 
on their very first try, and for 
experienced crafters who want 
to sharpen their skills. Includes 
guidelines for buying tools and 
materials, preparing the work 
space, and working safely and 

effectively, as well as suggested shopping lists. 104 pages

Wood Pallet Wonders
By Becky LaMB

Create unique home furniture, 
one-of-a-kind-gifts, and sea-
sonal decor using reclaimed 
wood. Learn to make: rustic bird-
house; cute garden stool; sunny 
planter box; cozy harvest table; 
fishing rod holder; decorative 
sled. Packed with color photos 
and easy to follow instructions. 
128 pages.

Pure Soapmaking
By anne-Marie faioLa

With the help of author Anne-
Marie Faiola, it’s easy to make 
luscious, all-natural soaps right 
in your own kitchen. This collec-
tion of 32 recipes ranges from 
simple castile bars to intricate 
swirls, embeds, and marbled 
and layered looks. Begin with 
a combination of skin-nourishing 
oils and then add blueberry pu-
ree, dandelion-infused water, al-
mond milk, coffee grounds, man-
go and avocado butters, black 

tea, or other delicious ingredients — and then scent your soap 
with pure essential oils. Step-by-step photography guides you 
through every stage of cold-process soapmaking. 240 pages

How to Build Your  
Own Greenhouse

$24.95
Now $18.69 — Save 25%

By roGer MarShaLL

From the simplest cold frame to 
the most elaborate freestand-
ing tropical paradise, there is 
a greenhouse plan in this col-
lection to suit every gardener’s 
needs. Roger Marshall guides 
you through all the style options, 
the practical considerations of 
choosing materials and a site, 
and every step of the build-
ing process, from foundation 
to glazing. Includes many dia-

grams and charts to make your project easier. 255 pages

SAVE
25%

$19.95
Now $14.99 — Save 25%

SAVE
25%

$24.95
Now $12.49 — Save 50%

SAVE
50%

 $16.95
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By Maria noeL GroveS

Body Into Balance

Herbalist Maria Noël Groves 
shows you how to read your 
body’s signals and support 
your own wellness with herbal 
remedies and other natural 
treatments. You’ll learn how 
each of your major body sys-
tems — respiratory, digestive, 
immune, nervous, memory, 
reproductive, circulatory, and 
more — optimally functions, 
and you’ll discover how to use 
natural remedies to nourish 

and repair problem areas, restore lost vitality, support your 
body as a whole, and prevent future problems. 336 pages

For a complete list of books visit:
iamcountryside.com/shop

By caT eLLiS

Prepper’s Natural Medicine

A definitive guide to healing any 
ailment holistically when disas-
ter strikes. When disaster strikes 
and you lose all access to doctors, 
hospitals and pharmacies, natu-
ral medicine will be your family’s 
best hope for survival. Prepper’s 
Natural Medicine is the definitive 
guide to creating powerful home 
remedies for any health situation. 
With easy-to-read herbal charts, a 
breakdown of essential oils, tips for 
stockpiling natural medicines and 

step-by-step instructions for creating your own elixirs, salves 
and more, this book offers everything you need to keep you 
and your loved ones safe. 234 pages

$15.95 
Now $11.96 — Save 25%

$24.95  
Now $18.75 — Save 25%

SAVE
25%

$14.95
Now $11.25 — Save 25%

By Suzy Scherr

Apple Cider Vinegar  
Companion

Generations of devotees have sworn 
by apple cider vinegar: cooking with 
it, swigging it by the spoonful, and 
using it as a remedy for just about 
any ailment. Iit’s great for cooking, 
weight-loss, digestion, and overall 
good health. It makes a mean natu-
ral cleanser, relieves muscle soreness, 
and even treats bug bites. The Apple 
Cider Vinegar Companion is the es-

sential guide, with information on how to make your own, and 
tips and tricks for using it for household tasks. 175 pages.

SAVE
25%

$18.95
Now $9.49 — Save 50%

By Gene Spaziani & ed haLLoran

Home Winemaker’s Companion

Here are 115 delectable wine 
recipes to guide you through ev-
erything from making your very 
first batch of kit wine to mas-
tering advanced techniques for 
making wine from fresh grapes. 
265 pages

By JiLL charLoTTe STanford

Lamb Country Cooking

This cookbook brings the delightful 
flavor of lamb to America’s supper 
table. Whether you’re looking for 
a quick recipe, an everyday meal 
or something for that festive occa-
sion, you’ll find it here. Over 100 
recipes to prepare prime cuts, left-
overs, accompaniments, and con-
diments. Includes wine selections. 
Spiral bound for easy use. Spiral 
bound, 127 pages. $12.95

SAVE
25%

By MarShaLL BradLey

Building Raised Beds

This handbook shows you exactly 
how to plan, build, and plant a 
simple raised bed. Fully illustrated 
step-by-step instructions make it 
easy and ensure success! In just a 
weekend, using a few basic materi-
als and minimal building skills, you 
can set up a complete garden bed 
adapted for vegetables, flowers, or 
herbs. 91 pages

$8.95

SAVE
50%
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Build Your Own  
Beekeeping Equipment

By Tony piSano

Save time and money by building your own beekeeping equipment. Learn to craft equipment 
that is tailored to your particular climate and setup. Full of insightful tips and covering a variety 
of hive types, Pisano includes all the basic infrastructure you need to keep your bees happy and 
active — and your pantry full of honey. 160 pages. Only $19.95

Countryside 1998 Anthology
Whether your main interest is gar-
dening or goats, woodlots or weeds, 
country cooking or country living in 
general, you’ll find a gold mine of 
great reading and valuable informa-
tion in this collection of articles from 
an entire year’s worth of Countryside 
magazine. Learn about: restoring 
old apple trees, planning your root 
cellar, raising guinea fowl,  select-
ing small-farm tools, raising rabbits, 
making cheese and yogurt, saving 

seeds, companion planting, and much more. 416 pages.

Countryside 1999 Anthology
You can get all the valuable in-
formation in a whole year’s worth 
of Countryside in one handy vol-
ume. Whether your main interest 
is gardening or goats, woodlots or 
weeds, country cooking or country 
living in general, this collection of 
articles first appearing in 1999 
contains information to inspire, 
inform, and entertain you. Read 
about living off the fat of the land 

on your own small country place, and make the dream come 
alive. 388 pages

$19.95  
Now $9.99 — Save 50%

SAVE
50%

$19.95  
Now $9.99 — Save 50%

SAVE
50%

NEW!

Feel free to use another sheet of paper, or call 970-392-4419 to place your order today!

Title       Quantity           Price

Order Form

Total books $

Shipping*   $ 
  
  
Subtotal   $

WI Residents
add 5.5% sales tax    $

Total   $

$4 first item, $1 each add'l item
*Call for Priority  & Foreign Rates

Visa        MC         Discover         AmEx

No.:
Expiration:
Phone:

Name:
Address:
City:
State:    Zip:
E-mail:

Mail your order to:
Countryside Bookstore 

P.O. Box 1848,
Carson City, NV 89702



1 Puppy motto … Play hard, nap harder.  Randi Leigh (@farmgirlfound)  2 My winter babies. I just love  
these Seramas!  Louise Kohler (@C&L Hobbyfarm)  3 Thinking about spring 2020 and everything that comes  
with it.  Jaclyn Baublit (@fowlcreekfarm)  4 This is my son, Keegan, who has the biggest heart and loves animals  
of all shapes and sizes.  Carmen, Wisconsin  

3 4

1 2

EMAIL PHOTOS in 
JPG format to editor@
countrysidemag.com 
with “Capture Your 
Countryside” in the 
subject line.

MAIL YOUR ENTRY TO: 
Countryside, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451
To have your photos returned, please include 
a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Countryside & Small Stock Journal retains the right to publish and/or reproduce any and all photos submitted.

MESSAGE US 
ON FACEBOOK 
facebook.com/
iamcountryside

TAG US ON 
INSTAGRAM or use 
#iamcountryside: 
instagram.com/
iamcountryside

WAYS 
TO SHARE

CAPTURE YOUR COUNTRYSIDE AND SHARE IT WITH US! 
We love getting a glimpse into your everyday homesteading moments. 

countryside :: community
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Across

3. The chemical reaction of making biodiesel is actually very similar to

home ____ ______.

4. Roy Miller's nature reserve consists of _____ acres.

5. A ____________ insert provides instant breathing for a calf.

10. Piglets almost always get diarrhea about _____ days after

weaning.

12. A chicken egg takes ______ days to hatch.

13. Take an oatmeal bath a few times a week to help with ___ ____.

14. One of the most popular uses of lint is a ____ _______.

17. Tunis sheep are also called  ___ tailed.

18. Most wild honey bees are subspecies of ______ bees.

19. If you find blood on your eggshells, it likely came from the ____ of

the bird that laid it.

20. Early spring and _________ are the best times to prune your

evergreen trees.

Down

1. ____ ____ are delicious raw or roasted and are full of important

vitamins and minerals.

2. ______ _______ can be made into many shapes and sizes.

6. One of the most common uses of prepared ___________ is as an

ingredient in cocktail sauce.

7. A calf with diphtheria will often be ________.

8. The _______ bee is the most popular bee for beekeepers in North

America.

9. _________ wools can bring shepherds up to $25 per pound.

11. __________ has trans-fat, lard does not.

15. Shell-less eggs can be a symptom of a viral disease called ___

____ syndrome.

16. Not all pregnant goats show signs that _______ is imminent.

Countryside Reader Contest March/April 2020
1 2

3

4 5

6 7 8

9 10

11

12

13 14 15

16

17 18

19

20

"People rarely succeed unless they have fun in what they are doing." — Dale Carnegie

C O U N T R Y S I D E 
C R O S S W O R D  

R E A D E R  C O N T E S T  
M A R C H / A P R I L  2 0 2 0 

Win a Countryside Beanie! 
To submit, either:

Print, fill out, and mail to:
Countryside Reader Contest

P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451 

Print, fill out, then take a  
picture and email to:

editor@countrysidemag.com

Be sure to include your 
contact information so we 
can inform you if you won 
the Countryside beanie.

ACROSS

3.  The chemical reaction of making 
biodiesel is actually very similar to 
home ____ ______.

4.  Roy Miller's nature reserve 
consists of _____ acres.

5.  A ____________ insert provides 
instant breathing for a calf.

10.  Piglets almost always get diarrhea 
about _____ days after weaning.

12.  A chicken egg takes 
______ days to hatch.

13.  Take an oatmeal bath a few times 
a week to help with ___ ____.

14.  One of the most popular uses 
of lint is a ____ _______.

17.  Tunis sheep are also 
called ___ tailed.

18.  Most wild honey bees are 
subspecies of ______ bees.

19.  If you find blood on your eggshells, 
it likely came from the ____ of 
the bird that laid it.

20.  Early spring and _________ are  
the best times to prune your 
evergreen trees.

DOWN 

1.  ____ ____ are delicious raw or 
roasted and are full of important 
vitamins and minerals.

2. ______ _______ can be made 
into many shapes and sizes.

6.  One of the most common uses of 
prepared ___________ is as an 
ingredient in cocktail sauce.

7.  A calf with diphtheria will 
often be ________.

8.  The _______ bee is the most 
popular bee for beekeepers in  
North America.

9.  _________ wools can bring 
shepherds up to $25 per pound.

11.  __________ has trans-fat,  
lard does not.

15.  Shell-less eggs can be a symptom of 
a viral disease called ___ 
____ syndrome.

16.  Not all pregnant goats show signs 
that _______ is imminent.

The winner will be chosen randomly 
from all the correct submissions 

returned by March 1, 2020

November/December Contest Winner 
– Ruth Turse, North Carolina

Name: 
 __________________________

_______________________
_______________________
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BY W. L. FELKER

almanackPoor Will’s COUNTRYSIDE

EARLY AND MIDDLE SPRING OF 2020

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Transplant collards, 
cabbage, broccoli, 
and kale to the 
garden. Put in 
potatoes, oats, and 
field corn when 
forsythia blooms.

Chickens are 
happiest and work 
more when their 
water is between 
50 and 70 degrees 
F. Keep warmers as 
needed.

8 9 10 11 12

15 16 17 18 19 21

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

Plan a food plot in 
your woodlot to 
attract deer. One of 
the favorite browse 
foods for deer is 
clover, especially 
if it is planted near 
oak trees. 

Check weight of 
kids and lambs 
every two weeks. 
Plan ahead for 
Ramadan sales in 
May.

Think about 
crossbreeding 
your pigs. Cross-
bred sows often 
have larger litters, 
and the pigs often 
reach market 
weight sooner. 

Watch for termites 
to swarm near old 
barns and outbuild-
ings. Bloat season 
is underway as 
sheep and goats 
eat fresh greens.

A small amount 
of fresh lawn 
clippings can be 
a welcome spring 
supplement for 
your chickens. 

Put in oats or 
ryegrass for quick 
vegetative cover. 
This is also a good 
time to seed and 
feed the lawn 
(after testing the 
soil). 

St. Patrick’s Day: 
Plant peas and 
potatoes as condi-
tions permit.

Today’s New Moon 
is the Hungry 
Moon. Keep track 
of weight gain 
or loss in your 
livestock. Add 
supplements as 
needed.

The graduation 
cookout market 
begins soon. Have 
kids and lambs 
ready to sell for 
those celebrations 
throughout the 
spring.

How many chickens 
are enough? About 
a dozen birds can 
provide eggs for a 
family of four.

Organize paper-
work for animals 
you plan to sell. 
Test livestock for 
bot eggs.

Consider planting 
nutritious ladino 
clover and alfalfa in 
your hog pasture. 
Tune up the lawn-
mower for lawn 
mowing season.

When soil tempera-
tures rise above 
40 degrees F, 
crabgrass germi-
nates in the garden 
— about the time 
daffodils open. 
Deep mulch before 
germination!

The season of 
flowering fruit 
trees is underway 
through the 
South. The Super-
moon of April 7 is 
likely to damage 
the blossoms.

Make sure your 
boar is getting 
enough vitamin E 
and selenium. If 
he isn’t, he may 
not be the breeder 
that you need 
throughout the 
coming months.

As the days length-
en, watch for your 
mares to come into 
heat. Also start 
drying off Bessie 
before her next calf 
comes along.

May apples 
emerge around 
the time morel 
mushrooms ap-
pear and weevils 
appear in alfalfa.

Watch for wild 
onions to change 
the flavor of does’ 
milk! Consider us-
ing your extra goat 
milk to fatten up 
your weaner pigs.

Consider mixing 
a little grain with 
milk if you pan 
feed your kids 
and lambs.

Transition all your 
livestock slowly to 
fresh pasture. Cas-
trate and dehorn 
relatively early in 
the season before 
fly and screw-worm 
time.

Clean and disin-
fect the henhouse 
as spring turns to 
summer. Disrupt 
those broody 
hens! Prepare 
for Easter Market 
sales of lambs 
and kids.

5 6 
Scout for wild 
turkeys flocking.

The mass flowering 
of violets and dan-
delions now occurs 
in the South, will 
arrive in the Lower 
Midwest in three or 
four weeks: a great 
time for bees!

In reviewing your 
culling program, 
consider that older 
sheep and goats 
often command 
higher prices at the 
end of Ramadan 
(May 23).

Make a plan for 
pasture rotation in 
order help control 
parasites. Consider 
letting some acre-
age rest an entire 
year.

march

3 4

14

Tomorrow’s Super-
moon is likely to 
bring storms and a 
freeze throughout 
much of the coun-
try. Protect your 
tomatoes!

Watch for broody 
hens boarding their 
eggs under the 
Broody Hen Moon! 
Time to send them 
to jail? Or just cod-
dle them? Or steal 
their eggs?

Spray fruit trees, 
do late pruning on 
colder afternoons, 
add fertilizer to 
maximize your 
grazing and hay 
production.

Watch to see at 
what water tem-
perature your fish 
activity increases. 
Supplement the 
fishes’ diet as 
breeding time 
approaches.

2

22

1 7

13

20

31

St. Patrick's 
Day
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"These days, the world
Is most beautiful of all:
Every seed is sprouting,
Buds are swelling." 
— Joannes Secundus

Easter

Passover

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Plant flowers for 
your hives. Be 
alert to capture 
swarms as they 
occur throughout 
spring. And flowers 
in your yard mean 
prosperity.

When your animals 
move to pasture, 
they may have a 
higher energy need 
than when they 
were pen-fed.

5 6 7 8 9 10

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29

Carpenter bees 
attack your 
outbuildings as the 
weather warms. 
Cabbage butterflies 
look for cabbage, 
and catfish start to 
feed.

New Year’s 
celebration for 
immigrants from 
Cambodia, Thai-
land, and Laos 
begins today and 
lasts through the 
17th and favors 
animals in the 70 
lb. range. 
When white clover 
flowers, the main 
honey flow begins 
for many hives. 
Eastern tent cater-
pillars may begin 
to weave webs 
on flowering fruit 
trees.

Shear Angora goats 
and rabbits to pro-
mote the growth of 
new hair.

Roman Easter is 
celebrated today. 
Save your newly 
weaned, milk-fed 
lambs and kids 
weighing about 35 
lbs. for this market. 

Passover starts 
today and lasts 
through the 27th. 
Milk-fed lambs 
and kids below 60 
lbs. are favored 
for the Passover 
market.

Bees need water: 
set out shallow 
containers with 
objects on which a 
bee can climb if it 
falls in.

Throughout the 
country’s midsec-
tion, black and gray 
morel mushrooms 
come up at this 
time of the month. 

Expect swarm 
season for bees to 
occur about three 
weeks after the 
end of the major 
dandelion bloom.

Aphid infestations 
move north from 
the Deep South 
into the fields and 
gardens. Watch for 
tent caterpillars in 
your trees.

Watch for algae to 
form in watering 
containers as the 
weather warms; 
odors may increase 
too — you may 
want to lime 
the floors after 
cleaning.

Before the spring 
gets too far along, 
give annual vacci-
nations and have 
blood work done 
on your flock and 
herd. 

Today is the start of 
Ramadan, month-
long daylight 
fasting period. Ad-
vertise your sheep 
and goats for the 
close of Ramadan 
on May.

Evaluate ventilation 
in your barns.  
Oppressive sum-
mer heat can kill. 
Look for cutworms 
and sod webworms 
in the corn now.

Be sure salt is 
available as  
animals move out 
to new pasture. 
Keep baking soda 
on hand for bloat. 

Today’s Super-
moon is likely to 
encourage storms 
and freezing tem-
peratures deep into 
the South. Protect 
tender plants and 
newborn animals.

Transition your 
flock and herd 
slowly from last 
year’s old hay to 
this year’s fresh 
hay.

The increasingly 
hot weather is 
hard on pigs and 
other mammals. 
Excessive heat can 
also make boars, 
rams, and bucks 
sterile for months 
at a time.

Expect your chick-
ens to drink more 
as the weather 
warms. And be 
careful to keep 
warming water 
clear and clean.

Keep track of your 
increasing milk 
yield when you 
feed your does 
fresh parsley every 
day. 

The Cows Switch-
ing Their Tails 
Moon is new today, 
witness to the 
increase of insects, 
especially flies, 
around the farm 
and garden.

Land management 
to attract small 
game and game 
birds can provide 
an extra crop of 
meat for the family.

Tomorrow is Ortho-
dox Easter: Ortho-
dox Easter lambs or 
kids should be milk 
fed and should be 
nice and fat.  

Spring rains and 
humidity can 
increase the risk of 
internal parasites 
in livestock. Make 
use of stool sample 
analysis to ensure 
that drenching has 
been effective. 

3 4
Japanese beetle 
grubs move to 
the surface of the 
ground to feed. 
Bluegills and rock 
bass look for 
worms. 

Crab apple and 
cherry blossom 
time typically 
begins in the Lower 
Midwest and all 
across the East, 
and it usually lasts 
into the last week 
of the month. 

30

How many pigs are 
enough? One to 
three pigs, raised 
from spring through 
autumn, should feed 
an average family.

The April 2 
high-pressure 
system initiates a 
period of unset-
tled weather that 
brings an increased 
chance of torna-
does in the South 
and Midwest. 

april
1 2

11

Ramadan
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THE SCKRAMBLER
MARCH/APRIL

SPRING SEASONS

YSSUP  WOLLIO 
SUGAGINR 

OILS  GNITEST 
INGSPR  EEEPPR 

LIONDANDE 
LLOPEN 

QUIMOSOT
EBE 

FADDOFLI 
TEREAS  TEKMAR 

ROCN  RRBOE  
OURCCS
SAPRUTE

ADOT  GINGSIN
LYF

THIAFORYS
EEIWVL 

DPTLAOE
IOELVT

NALPTING

A prize of $5.00 will be awarded to 
2nd, 12th, 27th, 44th or 139th persons 
who send their correct responses to

Poor Will 
P.O. Box 431 

Yellow Springs, OH 45387
before the answers appear in Countryside.

Every season has numerous seasons 
inside its here are some spring seasons:

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
WINNERS & ANSWERS

Poor Will promised $5.00 to 3rd, 11th, 27th 
and 68th persons who unscrambled the 
Sckrambler words before the answers  
appeared in Countryside. Fifteen correct 
submissions were received. The 3rd 
correct respondent was Linda Fagan 
of Macksburg, OH. The 11th was Karen 
Miller of Partridge, KS. Congrats!

ODOBR/BROOD
UECRD/CRUDE

EDUD/DUDE
EUFD/FEUD

ODOF/FOOD
WELD/LEWD

OMOD/MOOD
ERPUD/PRUDE

EDRU/RUDE
LUDELA/ALLUDE

LOCLUDE/COLLUDE
DWERSH/SHREWD
DOONS/SNOOD

UDENCLOC/
CONCLUDE

EUEDLD/DELUDE
EEUDND/DENUDE

LUDEE/ELUDE
XCLDEUE/EXCLUDE
ULCNIED/INCLUDE
ERPULED/PRELUDE

OEUDRTRP/
PROTRUDE
MISITILDEU/
SIMILITUDE

ITUTDEAP/APTITUDE
UDEITTREC/
CERTITUDE
OIUEFRTTD/
FORTITUDE

THE PLANETS
Venus remains the evening star throughout 
Early and Middle Spring in Aries and then 
in Taurus. It will be at its greatest elongation 
on March 24 — for best viewing high in 
the dark sky. Jupiter, Saturn, and Mars rise 
together well before dawn in Sagittarius 
during March. Mars and Saturn leave their 
residence in Sagittarius during April, rising 
just a little after Jupiter in Capricorn.
 
THE STARS
Before midnight, Leo and Regulus are 
overhead. The Pleiades and Taurus lead Orion 
into the far west. The Big Dipper protrudes 
deep into the center of the sky. By 6:00 
a.m., the stars have become a prophecy 
of Late Summer, August’s Vega almost 
overhead, Hercules a little to its east, the 
Northern Cross to its west. Just before dawn, 
the stars of Capricorn lie in the southeast. 
Sagittarius and Scorpius (easily identified 

by the red star, Antares, in its center) fill the 
south. West of Scorpius is the boxy Libra. 
West of Libra is Virgo, marked by Spica, 
the brightest of the southwestern stars.  

THE SHOOTING STARS
The Lyrid Meteor Shower begins on April 
16 and peaks on April 22-23. Expect up to 
20 shooting stars per hour in Lyra. The Eta 
Aquarid metoers run from April 19 to May 28. 
 
METEOROLOGY
Major March weather systems usually 
cross the Mississippi River on March 
2, 5, 9, 14, 19, 24, and 29.
Major storms are most likely to occur on the 
days between March 9 and 14, and between 
March 19 and 30. New moon on March 24 
and Full Moon on the 9th (combined with 
perigee on the 10th) are likely to bring frost 
deep into Southern gardens and increased 

chances of storms across the North. 
Seven major cold fronts move across the 
nation in an average April. Snow is possible 
in Northern areas with the arrival of the 
first three fronts. Average dates for the 
weather systems to reach the Mississippi: 
April 2, 6, 11, 16, 21, 24, and 28. 
New moon on April 22, and lunar perigee at 
the same time as full Moon on April 7 are likely 
to intensify the weather systems near those 
dates. In general, most precipitation usually 
occurs during the first two weeks of the month.   

THE SUN
Daylight Saving Time begins at 2:00 a.m. 
on March 8. Set your clocks head one 
hour before you go to bed on March 7.
Spring Equinox occurs at 10:51 p.m. 
(EST) on March 19. The Sun enters 
Pisces at the same time. The sun enters 
the sign of Taurus on April 19. 

countryside :: almanack

LUNAR FEEDING PATTERNS FOR PEOPLE AND BEASTS
When the moon is above the continental United States, creatures are typically most active.  
The second-most-active times occur when the moon is below the earth.

 DATE ABOVE BELOW
 March 1 – 8 Evenings Mornings
 March 9 – 15 Midnight to Dawn Afternoons
 March 16 – 23 Mornings Evenings
 March 24 – 31 Afternoons Midnight to Dawn
 April 1 – 6 Evenings Mornings
 April 7 – 13 Midnight to Dawn Afternoons
 April 14 – 21 Mornings Evenings
 April 22 – 28 Afternoons Midnight to Dawn
 April 29 – 31 Evenings Mornings

PHASES OF THE MOON
Late Winter sometimes brings on broody hens 
under the Broody Hen Moon. At the end of Early 
Spring, the Hungry Moon warns of poor spring 
pastures. Then come the flies of Middle Spring 
under the Cows Switching Their Tails Moon!

February 23 
The Broody Hen Moon is new at 4:04 p.m.
February 26 
The Moon reaches apogee at 6:36 a.m.
March 1 
The Broody Hen Moon enters its second  
quarter at 8:42 p.m.
March 9 
The Moon is full and a Supermoon at  
12:48 a.m. 
March 10 
The Moon is at perigee, its position closest to  
Earth, at 1:34 a.m.
March 16 
The Moon enters its final quarter at 4:35 a.m.
March 24 
The Hungry Moon is new at 4:29 a.m. and  
the Moon is at apogee, its position farthest  
from Earth, at 10:24 a.m. 
April 1 
The Hungry Moon enters its second quarter  
at 5:22 a.m.
April 7 
The Moon is at perigee, its position 
closest to Earth) at 1:10 p.m. and 
becomes completely full at 9:36 p.m. 
April 14 
The Moon enters its fourth quarter at 5:57 p.m.
April 20 
The Moon is at apogee, its position farthest  
from Earth.
April 22 
The Cows Switching Their Tails Moon is new  
at 9:26 p.m.
April 29 
The Moon enters its second quarter at 3:39 p.m.
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countryside :: marketplace

PRESSURE COOKERS/CANNERS

SELF PRESERVATION  
FOR YOUR GENERATION AND THE NEXT

Designed & Manufactured  
IN THE U.S.A. SINCE 1930

DOES  

NOT USE

GASKETS
Visit www.aa-cd.co  

to find an online retailer  
or call us direct at 920-682-8627

 417-532-4581

Hatching & Shipping
Since 1936

FREE CATALOG

www.brinsea.com
or call 1-888-667-7009

Protect 
your
chickens

Automatic 
coop door 
openers

www.brinsea.com

chickens

coop door 

NEW
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COMING   SOON!Poly-InsulatedBucketsfor 20 QtFreezers!

No high fructose corn syrup

www.NaturallyCozy.com
208-267-COZY (2699)

Handmade, Washable & Reusable

Incontinence Pads
& Menstrual Pads

• Planting Supplies
• Plastic Mulch
• Drip Irrigation
• Large Selection from   
   Home Gardener or 
   Commercial Grower

VeGetabLe SeeDS

573-378-2655
Dept. CS, 18761 Kelsay Rd
barnett, MO 65011-3009

www.MorganCountySeeds.com

Call or Write For a FREE Catalog:

iamcountryside.com/shop • 970-392-4419

How to Create Nourishing Natural Skin Care Soaps
PURE SOAPMAKING
It’s easy to make luscious, all-natural soaps right in your own kitchen!
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REACH OVER 100,000 PEOPLE FOR JUST $60/YEAR!
MAY/JUNE 2020 DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 19, 2020

BULLFROGS

CATTLE

KUNE KUNE PIGS

NIGERIAN DWARF

POULTRY

Idaho 
RANA RANCH BULLFROGS, PO Box 1043, 
Twin Falls, ID 83303-1043. 208-734-0899. 
<phrogpharmer@aol.com> American Bullfrogs 
(Rana catesbeiana). Deep soothing music on your 
pond. Purpose bred, farm-raised, hardy, and prolific. 
Free info sheet.

Arkansas 
GRAMYBEAR FARM, Clair Gorton, 1068 Syca-
more Lane, Leslie, AR 72645. 870-447-2869.  
<gramybear@gmx.com> Mini Jerserys. Fonnie 
Thoman Line.

Missouri 
HIGH-LAND FARM, Harold & Jann Ramey, 
2074 Country Road 314, Alton, MO 65606. 
3 0 9 - 2 5 1 - 4 11 4 ,  C e l l :  3 0 9 - 2 5 1 - 5 8 3 2 .  
<jannlr51@gmail.com> Scottish Highland Cattle.

Oklahoma 
A M E R I C A N  W O R K I N G  F A R M C O L -
L IE  ASSOCIATION — A na t iona l  per -
formance registry. Tish Toren. 580-426-2311.  
<craftyshepherdess@gmail.com><www.farmcollie.
com> Multipurpose Farm Dogs: English & Austra-
lian Shepherds, Standard & Border Collies, Shet-
land Sheepdogs and Kelpies.

Iowa 
D & E DAIRY GOATS, 2977 Linn Buchan-
an Rd., Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-5819. 
< r r a n c h @ i o w a t e l e c o m . n e t >  F a c e b o o k :  
d&edairygoat. Alpine, Saanen. Selling 200 head 
annually.

Wisconsin 
WHITE BISON FARM, Dave & Jodi Cronauer, 
5711 Karls Ln., Laona, WI  54541. 715-674-2287. 
<apache_jc@yahoo.com> <www.whitebisonfarm.
com> Idaho Pasture Pigs, KuneKune Pigs, American 
Bison, Gypsy Vanner Horses.

Pennsylvania 
KUNE KUNE PIGS OF HONEYBROOK, 436 Church-
town Rd., Honeybrook, PA 19344. 717-725-4666. 
Piglets available. Registered Kune Kune Pigs.

Alabama 
LNL MINIFARM, Levon & Lynn Sargent,  
663  Hu lsey  Rd . ,  Henagar,  AL 35978 .  
2 5 6 - 6 5 7 - 6 5 4 5 .  < w w w. l n l m i n i f a r m . c o m >  
<lnlsargent@farmerstel.com> AMJA  % Min-
iature Jersey & Lowline crossbred mini beef  
cattle.

DOGS

GOATS

HOGS

MINIATURE LIVESTOCK

Pennsylvania 
Gibson  Fa rm,  Joe  &  S tephan ie  G ib -
son, Blairsvil le, PA 15717, 724-422-0304,  
<www.gibsongoatfarm.com> <gibsonfarm.
steph@gmail.com> Nigerian Dwarf & Alpine Dairy  
Goats.

California 
METZER FARMS, 26000C Old Stage Rd., Gon-
zales, CA 93926. Year-round hatching. Nation-
wide shipping. Free catalog now, 800-424-7755.  
<www.metzerfarms.com> Ducklings: Pekin,  
Rouen, Khaki Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer,  
White Layer, Blue Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mal-
lard, Welsh Harlequin, White Crested & Runners 
(Black, Chocolate, Blue, Fawn & White) Saxony  
Silver Appleyard, Goslings: Embden, White Chinese, 
Brown Chinese, Toulouse, Dewlap Toulouse, African, 
Buff, Tufted Buff, Sebastopol, Pilgrim, Classic Ro-
man French Toulouse, Cornish Cross Keets, French 
Pearl Guineas.

Illinois 
CHICKEN SCRATCH POULTRY, Larry & Angela 
McEwen, 14025 Cty Rd 975 E, McLeansboro, IL 
62859. 618-643-5602. <larry_angie@chickenscratch-
poultry.com> <www.chickenscratchpoultry.com>  
Coronation Sussex, Light Sussex, Lavender Or-
pington, Chocolate Orpington, Jubilee Orpington, 
Black Orpington, Black Copper Marans, Blue Copper 
Marans, Blue Laced Red Wyandotte, Crested Cream 
Legbar, Welsummers, Blue Ameraucana, Black Am-
eraucana, Rumpless Araucana, Olive Egger, Ayam 
Cemani, Maline, Silkies.

Iowa 
COUNTY LINE HATCHERY, 2977 Linn Bu-
chanan Rd., Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-9130.  
<www.countylinehatchery.com> Rare and fancy  
peafowl, guineas, chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, 
bantams and more. Featuring Showgirls & Silkies. 
Most economical and diverse poultry assortment 
available.

Minnesota 
JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave. 
NE, Middle River, MN 56737. 218-222-3556. 
<www.johnsonswaterfowl.com> Buff or White  
African geese. Rouen, Silver Appleyard, Pekin, White 
or Black Crested, Saxony, Black or Blue Magpies, 
Penciled, White, Blue, Black, Grey (Mallard), and 
Emory Penciled Runners, White, Grey, Snowy, Black, 
Penciled, Blue Bibbed & Pastel Call ducklings. Free 
brochure. 

Missouri 
CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Lebanon, MO 
65536. 417-532-4581. <cacklehatchery@cackle-
hatchery.com><www.cacklehatchery.com> Fancy 
chicks, ducks, geese, turkeys, bantams, guineas, 
pheasants, quail, chukar. Over 200 varieties!

Pennsylvania 
HOFFMAN HATCHERY,  INC .  PO Box 
129 ,  Gra tz ,  PA 17030 .  717-365-3694 .  
< w w w. h o f f m a n h a t c h e r y. c o m >  C h i c k s ,  
turkeys, ducklings, goslings, guineas, gamebirds, 
bantams, equipment. FREE CATALOG.

Wisconsin 
BASIL’S DUCKS, Todd Prutz, 4751 Coolidge 
Ave. ,  P lover,  WI 54467.  715-295-4048.  
<todd@basducks.com> <www.basducks.com> 
Wood Duck, Mandarin, Green Wing Teal, Blue  
Wing Teal, Falcated Teal, Cinnamon Teal, Baikal  
Teal, Garganey Teal, Pintail, RedHead, White 
Redhead, Silver Redhead, Goldeneyes, Hooded  
Merganser, Ring Teal,  Mal lards, Smews,  
Tufted, Greater Scaup, Ring Neck, Ruddy, Canvas-
back, Common Merganser, Red Breasted Geese, 
Emperor Geese. 

Colorado 
ROBINSON CREEK RANCH, Sandra Smith, 38 
Spruce Circle, Pagosa Spring, CO 81147. Ph 970-731-
2319 or Cell 940-781-3927. <robinsoncreekranch4@
yahoo.com> 

Georgia 
BEAR CREEK BARNYARD, Ricky & Renee 
Willis, 1043 Bear Creek Rd., Moreland, GA 
30259. ph 770-254-1962. <grwillis@charter.net> 
<www.BearCreekBarnyard.com> Vis i t  us 
on FB: Bear Creek Barnyard. Olde English  
Babydoll sheep. 

Virginia 
KNOLL ACRES, Roman J. Miller, 1491 Virgina Avenue, 
Apt 401, Harrisonburg, VA 22802. 540-383-0281. 
<romanjaymiller@gmail.com> <www.knollacres.us> 
Barbados Blackbelly.

Oregon 
SUDAN FARM, Dan & Susie Wilson, 32285 S 
Kropf Rd., Canby, OR 97013. 971-219-3882. 
<susdan@web-ster.com> <www.sudanfarm.com>  
Closed Flock, OPP test neg, export certified. Coop-
worths, Gotlands.

New York 
APPLE ROSE FARM, Elizabeth Ferraro, PO Box 
695, Peru, NY 12972. <mail@applerose.com> 
<www.applerose.com> 518-645-3373. California 
Red & Cormo.

Wisconsin 
TROXEL COLUMBIAS, Dave & Mary Troxel,  
C h r i s  &  S a r a  H I l d e b r a n d t ,  C o u r t -
ney & Seth, N6127 9th Ave., Plainfield, WI 
54966. 715-335-6854, Cell: 715-340-4812.  
< w w w . t r o x e l c o l u m b i a s . c o m >  
<sarahildebrandt15@gmail.com> Columbia.

SHEEP

BABYDOLL SOUTHDOWN

AMERICAN BLACKBELLY

BARBADOS BLACKBELLY

BORDER LEICESTER

CALIFORNIA REDS

COLUMBIAS

New York 
APPLE ROSE FARM, El izabeth Ferraro,  
P O  B o x  6 9 5 ,  P e r u ,  N Y  1 2 9 7 2 .  
<mail@applerose.com> <www.applerose.com>  
518-645-3373. Cormo & California Red. AP-
PLE ROSE FARM, Elizabeth Ferraro, PO Box 
695, Peru, NY 12972. <mail@applerose.com> 
<www.applerose.com> 518-645-3373. California 
Red & Cormo.

Kentucky 
COBBLEMEAD COTSWOLDS, Nathan & Eva 
Griffith, 3916 Taylor-Estes Rd., Louisville, KY 40245.  
502-593-9889. <cobblemead@citynet.net>  
Traditional-type Cotswold sheep. (ACRA.)

California 
CARLSON FARM, Sherry Car lson, 4589 
Fruitland Rd., Loma Rica, CA 95901. 530-
7 4 3 - 5 2 6 2 .  < c a r l s o n f a r m @ y a h o o . c o m >  
Registered and Commericial. White Dorper. 

GLENN LAND FARM, Wes Patton, 6352 Co. Rd. 
27, Orland, CA 95963. 530-865-7250 or Cell: 
530-514-7250. <wespatton@glennlandfarm.com>  
<www.glennlandfarm.com> Fullblood Dorper, White 
Dorper. Purebred, commercial rams & ewes. 

Kentucky 
MOCKINGBIRD ACRES, Sam Farmwald, 190 E. 
Sullivan Rd., Munfordville, KY 42765. 270-570-3091, 
Cell: 270-537-4232. Dorper.

Nevada 
WINDANCER FARM, Bruce & Gail LaFlame, 4187 
St. Clair Rd., Fallon, NV 89406. 775-428-6414. 
<www.windancerdorper.com> <aubra@pyramid.net> 
Purebred & Full Blood Dorpers and White Dorpers.

Pennsylvania 
BLACK CREEK DORPERS, LLC, James Horst, Jr., 
189 Black Creek Rd., East Earl, PA 17519. 717-445-
6919. <blackcreekdorpers@idysax.com> Registered 
fullblood and commercial Dorpers.

Wisconsin 
PRETTY PENNY FARM, Gerald Schulz, W8743 State 
Rd. 67, Plymouth, WI 53702. 920-536-3512. Dorper.

Rhode Island 
CONTINENTAL DORSET CLUB Inc., Debra Hopkins, 
Executive Secretary/Treasurer, PO Box 506, North 
Scituate, RI 02857. 401-647-4676. Fax 401-647-4679. 
<cdcdorset@cox.net> <www.dorsets.homestead.
com> Dorset sheep.

New York  
POINT OF VIEW FARM, CaraLeigh Wilson & Sten, 
PO Box 535, Bangall, NY 12506. 845-868-4140. 
<finnsheep@finnsheep.net> <www.finnsheep.net> 
Registered Finnsheep.

Ohio 
FALLING TREE RANCH, Walter R. Threlfall, DVM, 
7012 Old Liberty Rd., Powell, OH 43065. 740-881-
4417. <WRTDVM@gmail.com> Crossbreds and 
purebreds.

CORMO

DORPER

COTSWOLD

DORSET

FINNSHEEP

Virginia 
SEEING SPOTS FARM, Kim & Lacee Gore, 
1496 Double Church Rd., Stephens City, VA 
22655. 540-869-5508. <jnkgore@gmail.com>  
<www.harlequinlambs.com> Harlequin & Mini 
Harlequin.

Ohio 
KIM ROOT & FAMILY, Kim Root, 3647 Havens-
port Rd., Carroll, OH 43112. 614-843-8453,  
<kroot53@yahoo.com> Fall born, fast growing 
purebred ewe lambs commercial rams. Horned  
Dorest.

Illinois 
RED BRICK ROAD FARM, Terri Carlson, 1494 Red 
Brick Rd., Dixon, IL 61021. <www.RedBrickRoadFarm.
com> 815-288-5886. Icelandic sheep.

New York 
WOLF SHEEP FARM, Nora & Douglas Wolf, 4219 
S. 9 Mile Rd., Allegany, NY 14706. 716-378-1935. 
<www.wolficelandics.com> Registered breeding 
stock, fleece and lambs.

South Dakota 
THE CREEK’S EDGE, Alan Leighton, 15331 
Dawkins Rd., Rapid City, SD 57703. 605-393-1972.  
<akleighton@gwtc.net><www.thecreeksedge.com> 
Icelandic breeding stock & fiber.

Iowa
CRANE CREEK ILE DE FRANCE, Stepha-
n ie  Mi tcham, 3061 160th St . ,  Sumner, 
IA 50674. 563-578-5665. Fax 321-248-0107.  
<sam@netins.net> <www.netins.net/showcase/sam/
ccidf.htm> Facebook.

Illinois 
ROUND BARN JACOBS, Margie & Jim Scha-
fer, 10123 Freeport Rd., Durand, IL 61024. 
815-484-9018 <sales@roundbarnjacons.com> 
<www.roundbarnjacobs.com> J.S.B.A. registered 
breeding stock; fleeces; roving; pelts; locker  
lamb.

Oklahoma 
LIMERICK FARMS, John & Mistie Lee, 16845 
CRNS 218, Tipton, OK 73570. 580-563-6506  
<www.limerickfarms.com> <limerickfarms@gmail.
com> Katahdin & Katahdin/Dorper cross. Anatolian 
Shepherd puppies.

Tennessee 
ROUNDHOUSE FARM, John & Sandra Coward, 
1871 Back Valley Rd., Speedwell, TN 37870. John’s 
cell: 606-269-6114 or Sandra’s cell: 423-441-0295.  
<roundhousefarm@yahoo.com> Registered  
Katahdins.

HARLEQUIN

HORNED DORSET

ICELANDIC

ILLE DE FRANCE

JACOB

KATAHDIN

KATAHDIN HAIR
Visit:

iamcountryside/shop

Or call:
970-392-4419

by Gail Damerow

A  
Well-Made 

Fence Brings 
Peace of 

Mind!

From alarm systems 
to zoning laws, this 
book covers it all. 

If there’s a fence in 
your future, don’t 

waste time and mon-
ey on an ineffective 
system. Make it one 

you can rely on.

countryside :: breeders
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REACH OVER 100,000 PEOPLE FOR JUST $60/YEAR!
MAY/JUNE 2020 DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 19, 2020

BULLFROGS

CATTLE

KUNE KUNE PIGS

NIGERIAN DWARF

POULTRY

Idaho 
RANA RANCH BULLFROGS, PO Box 1043, 
Twin Falls, ID 83303-1043. 208-734-0899. 
<phrogpharmer@aol.com> American Bullfrogs 
(Rana catesbeiana). Deep soothing music on your 
pond. Purpose bred, farm-raised, hardy, and prolific. 
Free info sheet.

Arkansas 
GRAMYBEAR FARM, Clair Gorton, 1068 Syca-
more Lane, Leslie, AR 72645. 870-447-2869.  
<gramybear@gmx.com> Mini Jerserys. Fonnie 
Thoman Line.

Missouri 
HIGH-LAND FARM, Harold & Jann Ramey, 
2074 Country Road 314, Alton, MO 65606. 
3 0 9 - 2 5 1 - 4 11 4 ,  C e l l :  3 0 9 - 2 5 1 - 5 8 3 2 .  
<jannlr51@gmail.com> Scottish Highland Cattle.

Oklahoma 
A M E R I C A N  W O R K I N G  F A R M C O L -
L IE  ASSOCIATION — A na t iona l  per -
formance registry. Tish Toren. 580-426-2311.  
<craftyshepherdess@gmail.com><www.farmcollie.
com> Multipurpose Farm Dogs: English & Austra-
lian Shepherds, Standard & Border Collies, Shet-
land Sheepdogs and Kelpies.

Iowa 
D & E DAIRY GOATS, 2977 Linn Buchan-
an Rd., Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-5819. 
< r r a n c h @ i o w a t e l e c o m . n e t >  F a c e b o o k :  
d&edairygoat. Alpine, Saanen. Selling 200 head 
annually.

Wisconsin 
WHITE BISON FARM, Dave & Jodi Cronauer, 
5711 Karls Ln., Laona, WI  54541. 715-674-2287. 
<apache_jc@yahoo.com> <www.whitebisonfarm.
com> Idaho Pasture Pigs, KuneKune Pigs, American 
Bison, Gypsy Vanner Horses.

Pennsylvania 
KUNE KUNE PIGS OF HONEYBROOK, 436 Church-
town Rd., Honeybrook, PA 19344. 717-725-4666. 
Piglets available. Registered Kune Kune Pigs.

Alabama 
LNL MINIFARM, Levon & Lynn Sargent,  
663  Hu lsey  Rd . ,  Henagar,  AL 35978 .  
2 5 6 - 6 5 7 - 6 5 4 5 .  < w w w. l n l m i n i f a r m . c o m >  
<lnlsargent@farmerstel.com> AMJA  % Min-
iature Jersey & Lowline crossbred mini beef  
cattle.

DOGS

GOATS

HOGS

MINIATURE LIVESTOCK

Pennsylvania 
Gibson  Fa rm,  Joe  &  S tephan ie  G ib -
son, Blairsvil le, PA 15717, 724-422-0304,  
<www.gibsongoatfarm.com> <gibsonfarm.
steph@gmail.com> Nigerian Dwarf & Alpine Dairy  
Goats.

California 
METZER FARMS, 26000C Old Stage Rd., Gon-
zales, CA 93926. Year-round hatching. Nation-
wide shipping. Free catalog now, 800-424-7755.  
<www.metzerfarms.com> Ducklings: Pekin,  
Rouen, Khaki Campbell, Golden 300 Egg Layer,  
White Layer, Blue Swedish, Buff, Cayuga, Mal-
lard, Welsh Harlequin, White Crested & Runners 
(Black, Chocolate, Blue, Fawn & White) Saxony  
Silver Appleyard, Goslings: Embden, White Chinese, 
Brown Chinese, Toulouse, Dewlap Toulouse, African, 
Buff, Tufted Buff, Sebastopol, Pilgrim, Classic Ro-
man French Toulouse, Cornish Cross Keets, French 
Pearl Guineas.

Illinois 
CHICKEN SCRATCH POULTRY, Larry & Angela 
McEwen, 14025 Cty Rd 975 E, McLeansboro, IL 
62859. 618-643-5602. <larry_angie@chickenscratch-
poultry.com> <www.chickenscratchpoultry.com>  
Coronation Sussex, Light Sussex, Lavender Or-
pington, Chocolate Orpington, Jubilee Orpington, 
Black Orpington, Black Copper Marans, Blue Copper 
Marans, Blue Laced Red Wyandotte, Crested Cream 
Legbar, Welsummers, Blue Ameraucana, Black Am-
eraucana, Rumpless Araucana, Olive Egger, Ayam 
Cemani, Maline, Silkies.

Iowa 
COUNTY LINE HATCHERY, 2977 Linn Bu-
chanan Rd., Coggon, IA 52218. 319-350-9130.  
<www.countylinehatchery.com> Rare and fancy  
peafowl, guineas, chickens, ducks, turkeys, geese, 
bantams and more. Featuring Showgirls & Silkies. 
Most economical and diverse poultry assortment 
available.

Minnesota 
JOHNSON’S WATERFOWL, 36882 160th Ave. 
NE, Middle River, MN 56737. 218-222-3556. 
<www.johnsonswaterfowl.com> Buff or White  
African geese. Rouen, Silver Appleyard, Pekin, White 
or Black Crested, Saxony, Black or Blue Magpies, 
Penciled, White, Blue, Black, Grey (Mallard), and 
Emory Penciled Runners, White, Grey, Snowy, Black, 
Penciled, Blue Bibbed & Pastel Call ducklings. Free 
brochure. 

Missouri 
CACKLE HATCHERY®, PO Box 529, Lebanon, MO 
65536. 417-532-4581. <cacklehatchery@cackle-
hatchery.com><www.cacklehatchery.com> Fancy 
chicks, ducks, geese, turkeys, bantams, guineas, 
pheasants, quail, chukar. Over 200 varieties!

Pennsylvania 
HOFFMAN HATCHERY,  INC .  PO Box 
129 ,  Gra tz ,  PA 17030 .  717-365-3694 .  
< w w w. h o f f m a n h a t c h e r y. c o m >  C h i c k s ,  
turkeys, ducklings, goslings, guineas, gamebirds, 
bantams, equipment. FREE CATALOG.

Wisconsin 
BASIL’S DUCKS, Todd Prutz, 4751 Coolidge 
Ave. ,  P lover,  WI 54467.  715-295-4048.  
<todd@basducks.com> <www.basducks.com> 
Wood Duck, Mandarin, Green Wing Teal, Blue  
Wing Teal, Falcated Teal, Cinnamon Teal, Baikal  
Teal, Garganey Teal, Pintail, RedHead, White 
Redhead, Silver Redhead, Goldeneyes, Hooded  
Merganser, Ring Teal,  Mal lards, Smews,  
Tufted, Greater Scaup, Ring Neck, Ruddy, Canvas-
back, Common Merganser, Red Breasted Geese, 
Emperor Geese. 

Colorado 
ROBINSON CREEK RANCH, Sandra Smith, 38 
Spruce Circle, Pagosa Spring, CO 81147. Ph 970-731-
2319 or Cell 940-781-3927. <robinsoncreekranch4@
yahoo.com> 

Georgia 
BEAR CREEK BARNYARD, Ricky & Renee 
Willis, 1043 Bear Creek Rd., Moreland, GA 
30259. ph 770-254-1962. <grwillis@charter.net> 
<www.BearCreekBarnyard.com> Vis i t  us 
on FB: Bear Creek Barnyard. Olde English  
Babydoll sheep. 

Virginia 
KNOLL ACRES, Roman J. Miller, 1491 Virgina Avenue, 
Apt 401, Harrisonburg, VA 22802. 540-383-0281. 
<romanjaymiller@gmail.com> <www.knollacres.us> 
Barbados Blackbelly.

Oregon 
SUDAN FARM, Dan & Susie Wilson, 32285 S 
Kropf Rd., Canby, OR 97013. 971-219-3882. 
<susdan@web-ster.com> <www.sudanfarm.com>  
Closed Flock, OPP test neg, export certified. Coop-
worths, Gotlands.

New York 
APPLE ROSE FARM, Elizabeth Ferraro, PO Box 
695, Peru, NY 12972. <mail@applerose.com> 
<www.applerose.com> 518-645-3373. California 
Red & Cormo.

Wisconsin 
TROXEL COLUMBIAS, Dave & Mary Troxel,  
C h r i s  &  S a r a  H I l d e b r a n d t ,  C o u r t -
ney & Seth, N6127 9th Ave., Plainfield, WI 
54966. 715-335-6854, Cell: 715-340-4812.  
< w w w . t r o x e l c o l u m b i a s . c o m >  
<sarahildebrandt15@gmail.com> Columbia.

SHEEP

BABYDOLL SOUTHDOWN

AMERICAN BLACKBELLY

BARBADOS BLACKBELLY

BORDER LEICESTER

CALIFORNIA REDS

COLUMBIAS

New York 
APPLE ROSE FARM, El izabeth Ferraro,  
P O  B o x  6 9 5 ,  P e r u ,  N Y  1 2 9 7 2 .  
<mail@applerose.com> <www.applerose.com>  
518-645-3373. Cormo & California Red. AP-
PLE ROSE FARM, Elizabeth Ferraro, PO Box 
695, Peru, NY 12972. <mail@applerose.com> 
<www.applerose.com> 518-645-3373. California 
Red & Cormo.

Kentucky 
COBBLEMEAD COTSWOLDS, Nathan & Eva 
Griffith, 3916 Taylor-Estes Rd., Louisville, KY 40245.  
502-593-9889. <cobblemead@citynet.net>  
Traditional-type Cotswold sheep. (ACRA.)

California 
CARLSON FARM, Sherry Car lson, 4589 
Fruitland Rd., Loma Rica, CA 95901. 530-
7 4 3 - 5 2 6 2 .  < c a r l s o n f a r m @ y a h o o . c o m >  
Registered and Commericial. White Dorper. 

GLENN LAND FARM, Wes Patton, 6352 Co. Rd. 
27, Orland, CA 95963. 530-865-7250 or Cell: 
530-514-7250. <wespatton@glennlandfarm.com>  
<www.glennlandfarm.com> Fullblood Dorper, White 
Dorper. Purebred, commercial rams & ewes. 

Kentucky 
MOCKINGBIRD ACRES, Sam Farmwald, 190 E. 
Sullivan Rd., Munfordville, KY 42765. 270-570-3091, 
Cell: 270-537-4232. Dorper.

Nevada 
WINDANCER FARM, Bruce & Gail LaFlame, 4187 
St. Clair Rd., Fallon, NV 89406. 775-428-6414. 
<www.windancerdorper.com> <aubra@pyramid.net> 
Purebred & Full Blood Dorpers and White Dorpers.

Pennsylvania 
BLACK CREEK DORPERS, LLC, James Horst, Jr., 
189 Black Creek Rd., East Earl, PA 17519. 717-445-
6919. <blackcreekdorpers@idysax.com> Registered 
fullblood and commercial Dorpers.

Wisconsin 
PRETTY PENNY FARM, Gerald Schulz, W8743 State 
Rd. 67, Plymouth, WI 53702. 920-536-3512. Dorper.

Rhode Island 
CONTINENTAL DORSET CLUB Inc., Debra Hopkins, 
Executive Secretary/Treasurer, PO Box 506, North 
Scituate, RI 02857. 401-647-4676. Fax 401-647-4679. 
<cdcdorset@cox.net> <www.dorsets.homestead.
com> Dorset sheep.

New York  
POINT OF VIEW FARM, CaraLeigh Wilson & Sten, 
PO Box 535, Bangall, NY 12506. 845-868-4140. 
<finnsheep@finnsheep.net> <www.finnsheep.net> 
Registered Finnsheep.

Ohio 
FALLING TREE RANCH, Walter R. Threlfall, DVM, 
7012 Old Liberty Rd., Powell, OH 43065. 740-881-
4417. <WRTDVM@gmail.com> Crossbreds and 
purebreds.

CORMO

DORPER

COTSWOLD

DORSET

FINNSHEEP

Virginia 
SEEING SPOTS FARM, Kim & Lacee Gore, 
1496 Double Church Rd., Stephens City, VA 
22655. 540-869-5508. <jnkgore@gmail.com>  
<www.harlequinlambs.com> Harlequin & Mini 
Harlequin.

Ohio 
KIM ROOT & FAMILY, Kim Root, 3647 Havens-
port Rd., Carroll, OH 43112. 614-843-8453,  
<kroot53@yahoo.com> Fall born, fast growing 
purebred ewe lambs commercial rams. Horned  
Dorest.

Illinois 
RED BRICK ROAD FARM, Terri Carlson, 1494 Red 
Brick Rd., Dixon, IL 61021. <www.RedBrickRoadFarm.
com> 815-288-5886. Icelandic sheep.

New York 
WOLF SHEEP FARM, Nora & Douglas Wolf, 4219 
S. 9 Mile Rd., Allegany, NY 14706. 716-378-1935. 
<www.wolficelandics.com> Registered breeding 
stock, fleece and lambs.

South Dakota 
THE CREEK’S EDGE, Alan Leighton, 15331 
Dawkins Rd., Rapid City, SD 57703. 605-393-1972.  
<akleighton@gwtc.net><www.thecreeksedge.com> 
Icelandic breeding stock & fiber.

Iowa
CRANE CREEK ILE DE FRANCE, Stepha-
n ie  Mi tcham, 3061 160th St . ,  Sumner, 
IA 50674. 563-578-5665. Fax 321-248-0107.  
<sam@netins.net> <www.netins.net/showcase/sam/
ccidf.htm> Facebook.

Illinois 
ROUND BARN JACOBS, Margie & Jim Scha-
fer, 10123 Freeport Rd., Durand, IL 61024. 
815-484-9018 <sales@roundbarnjacons.com> 
<www.roundbarnjacobs.com> J.S.B.A. registered 
breeding stock; fleeces; roving; pelts; locker  
lamb.

Oklahoma 
LIMERICK FARMS, John & Mistie Lee, 16845 
CRNS 218, Tipton, OK 73570. 580-563-6506  
<www.limerickfarms.com> <limerickfarms@gmail.
com> Katahdin & Katahdin/Dorper cross. Anatolian 
Shepherd puppies.

Tennessee 
ROUNDHOUSE FARM, John & Sandra Coward, 
1871 Back Valley Rd., Speedwell, TN 37870. John’s 
cell: 606-269-6114 or Sandra’s cell: 423-441-0295.  
<roundhousefarm@yahoo.com> Registered  
Katahdins.

HARLEQUIN

HORNED DORSET

ICELANDIC

ILLE DE FRANCE

JACOB

KATAHDIN

KATAHDIN HAIR
Visit:

iamcountryside/shop

Or call:
970-392-4419

by Gail Damerow

A  
Well-Made 

Fence Brings 
Peace of 

Mind!

From alarm systems 
to zoning laws, this 
book covers it all. 

If there’s a fence in 
your future, don’t 

waste time and mon-
ey on an ineffective 
system. Make it one 

you can rely on.
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NORTH COUNTRY CHEVIOT

Wisconsin 
LITTLEDALE, Graham & Margaret Phillipson, 
21925 CTH ZZ, Richland Center, WI 53581. 608-
647-7118. <Littledalefarm@countryspeed.com> 
<www.littledalefarm.com> Scottish lines, Cheviot 
Mules, Scottish Blackface.

Ohio 
MISTY HOLLOW FARM, David Limbach, 
14950 Stanwood St., Dalton, OH 44618-9545.  
330-605-1856 (cell). Forage based flock. Registered 
Polypays since 1989!

Pennsylvania
LANE’S END FARM, Jan Motter, 12211 W. Rt. 973, 
Jersey Shore, PA 17740. 570-398-2078. <mot-
tersheep1@verizon.net> Oldest flock east of the 
Mississippi. 

Oregon 
SOUTHERN OREGON ROMNEYS, JoAnn Mast, 
58221 Lee Valley Rd., Coquille, OR 97423. 
541-572-3094.  <soromney@wildblue.net> 
 <www.southernoregonromneysonline.com> Romney.

Virginia 
B R A E B U R N  FA R M ,  A n n e  &  R i c h a r d 
Gentry, PO Box 147, Roseland, VA 22967.  
<scottishblackface.biz> <richardgentry@msn.com> 
434-277-8801. Registered stock.

Wisconsin 
LITTLEDALE, Graham & Margaret Phillipson, 
21925 CTH ZZ, Richland Center, WI 53581. 608-
647-7118. <Littledalefarm@countryspeed.com>  
<www.littledalefarm.com> Scottish lines, Scotch 
Mules, North Country Cheviot.

Texas 
FOGGY HOLLOW RANCH, Lynda Davies, 5911 Cty. 
Rd. 225, East Bernard, TX 77435. 281-381-4311. 
<ldavies246@aol.com> <www.foggyhollowranch.
com> Fine fleeced Shetland Sheep. NASSA and 
FFSSA registered. 

West Virginia 
GLEN TAMARACK FARM, Jeanne Dukers-
chein, N6248 Deertail Trail, Glen Flora, WI 
54526. 715-322-4011. <glentam@centurylink.net> 
<www.glentamarack.com> FFSSA Shetlands.

Pennsylvania
LANE’S END FARM, Jan Motter, 12211 W. Rt. 
973, Jersey Shore, PA 17740. 570-398-2078.  
<mottersheep1@verizon.net> Our Shropshires are 
“Meat-wagons!”

Indiana 
R & G FARMS, Danny & Cynthia Rogers, 2435 W. 
McCracken Rd., Monrovia, IN 46157. 317-996-3301, 
Cell 317-358-3260. <crogers821@yahoo.com> 
Shropshire.

Maine 
BEAU CHEMIN PRESERVATION FARM, Jo Ann 
Myers, 1749 Finntown Rd., Waldoboro, ME 04572. 
207-691-8164. <yupik@midcoast.com><www.
beaucheminpreservationfarm.com> British Regis-
tered Soays, California Varigated/Romeldale, Leices-
ter Longwool. Lambs available.

FISHER TEXELS, W. Eugene & Niki Fisher, 2720 
NE 25th Ave., Payette, ID 83661. 208-315-5659.  
<fishertexels@gmail.com> <www.fishertexels.com> 
Texel.

POLYPAY

ROMNEY

SCOTTISH BLACKFACE

SHETLAND

SHROPSHIRE

SOAY

TEXEL

To get your copy visit: To get your copy visit: iamcountryside.com/shopiamcountryside.com/shop
Or call: Or call: 970-392-4419970-392-4419

BY TEMPLE GRANDIN

Temple Grandin’s Temple Grandin’s 
Guide to Working With Farm AnimalsGuide to Working With Farm Animals

Safe, Humane Livestock Handling 
Practices for the Small Farm

Award-winning author Temple Grandin is famous for her 
groundbreaking approach to decoding animal behavior. 
Now she extends her expert guidance to small-scale farming 
operations. Grandin’s fascinating explanations of how herd 
animals think — describing their senses, fears, instincts, and 
memories — and how to analyze their behavior, will help 
you handle your livestock more safely and effectively. You’ll 
learn to become a skilled observer of animal movement 
and behavior, and detailed illustrations will help you set up 
simple and efficient facilities for managing a small herd of 3 
to 25 cattle or pigs, or 5 to 100 goats or sheep.
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COUNTRYSIDE :: BREEDERS & CLASSIFIEDS ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Display Breeders/Classified 
(1" & 2" sizes)

1x - 2x = $110 per inch, per issue
3x - 5x = $105 per inch, per issue
       6x = $100 per inch, per issue

We can help set up your ad, quote an ad you already have running  
or answer any other questions. E-mail us at: 

kweiler@countrysidemag.com or call 1-715-748-1389

Use pictures, logo and color! FREE Ad Design!

Countryside Advertising Information —
May/June 2020 Deadline: February 19, 2020

MAIL TO: 
Countryside Breeders/Classifieds, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451 

E-mail: kweiler@countrysidemag.com
Phone: 1-715-748-1389 • Fax: 1-715-785-7414 

www.iamcountryside.com

• Please type or print legibly and indicate the words you  
would like in bold or capital letters.  

• Don’t forget to count your name, address, phone number,  
and e-mail if it is part of your ad.  

E-mail addresses & websites are two words.  
• 20 word minimum. Ads under 20 words will be charged $63. 

VARIOUS
Ohio

FALLING TREE RANCH, Walter R. Threlfall, DVM, 
7012 Old Liberty Rd., Powell, OH 43065. 740-881-
4417. <WRTDVM@gmail.com> Crossbreds and 
purebreds.

Alabama 
VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, P.O. Box 2201, 
Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-314-2282.  
< w w w . v a l l e y f a r m s h a t c h e r y . c o m > 
<sales@valleyfarmshatchery.com> Cornish  
Cross Broilers, Freedom Ranger Broilers,  
NOVOgen Egg Layers, Brown Egg Layers,  
White Egg Layers, Bantams, Ducks, Geese,  
Turkeys, Guineas, and Started Pullets. We  
sell over 150 different breeds of poultry. Hatch-
ing and shipping weekly all year. We are NPIP  
certified.

Colorado 
Waltz’s Ark Ranch http://www.naturalark.com/poultry.
html. Rare and heritage poultry, NPIP & AI clean.  
Several  Sussex var iet ies,  Black & Blue  
Copper Marans, Swedish Flower Hen, Svart 
Hona, Sultan, Buttercup, Augsberger, Isbar, 
Breda Fowl, Ixworth, & more for 2020. All raised  
non-GMO/Organic. 

countryside :: breeders  and classifieds advertising informationCOUNTRYSIDE :: BREEDERS & CLASSIFIEDS ADVERTISING INFORMATION 

Display Breeders/Classified 
(1" & 2" sizes)

1x - 2x = $110 per inch, per issue
3x - 5x = $105 per inch, per issue
       6x = $100 per inch, per issue

We can help set up your ad, quote an ad you already have running  
or answer any other questions. E-mail us at: 

kweiler@countrysidemag.com or call 1-715-748-1389

Use pictures, logo and color! FREE Ad Design!

Countryside Advertising Information —
May/June 2020 Deadline: February 19, 2020

MAIL TO: 
Countryside Breeders/Classifieds, P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451 

E-mail: kweiler@countrysidemag.com
Phone: 1-715-748-1389 • Fax: 1-715-785-7414 

www.iamcountryside.com

• Please type or print legibly and indicate the words you  
would like in bold or capital letters.  

• Don’t forget to count your name, address, phone number,  
and e-mail if it is part of your ad.  

E-mail addresses & websites are two words.  
• 20 word minimum. Ads under 20 words will be charged $63. 

VARIOUS
Ohio

FALLING TREE RANCH, Walter R. Threlfall, DVM, 
7012 Old Liberty Rd., Powell, OH 43065. 740-881-
4417. <WRTDVM@gmail.com> Crossbreds and 
purebreds.

Alabama 
VALLEY FARMS HATCHERY, P.O. Box 2201, 
Muscle Shoals, AL, 35662. 256-314-2282.  
< w w w . v a l l e y f a r m s h a t c h e r y . c o m > 
<sales@valleyfarmshatchery.com> Cornish  
Cross Broilers, Freedom Ranger Broilers,  
NOVOgen Egg Layers, Brown Egg Layers,  
White Egg Layers, Bantams, Ducks, Geese,  
Turkeys, Guineas, and Started Pullets. We  
sell over 150 different breeds of poultry. Hatch-
ing and shipping weekly all year. We are NPIP  
certified.

Colorado 
Waltz’s Ark Ranch http://www.naturalark.com/poultry.
html. Rare and heritage poultry, NPIP & AI clean.  
Several  Sussex var iet ies,  Black & Blue  
Copper Marans, Swedish Flower Hen, Svart 
Hona, Sultan, Buttercup, Augsberger, Isbar, 
Breda Fowl, Ixworth, & more for 2020. All raised  
non-GMO/Organic. 
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AMERICAN BORDER LEICESTER ASSOCIATION, 
Heather Stoltman, Recording Secretary, 1915 State 
Hwy 78, Stanford, KY 40484. 315-459-1287. <hstolt-
man@gmail.com> <www.ablasheep.org>

AMERICAN DORPER SHEEP BREEDERS SOCIETY, 
PO Box 259, Hallsville, MO 65255-0259. 573-696-
2550. Fax: 573-696-2030. <ADSBSoffice@centurytel.
net><www.dorper.org>

AMERICAN EMU ASSOCIATION, 510 West 
Madison St., Ottawa, IL 61350. 541-332-0675. 
<info@aea-emu.org> <www.aea-emu.org>

AMERICAN MILKSHEEP ASSOCIATION, Antonio 
Pedulla, PO Box 210, Nottingham, PA 19362.  
610-880-2718 <www.americanmilksheep.org>

AMERICAN NORTH COUNTRY CHEVIOT SHEEP 
ASSOCIATION, Bonnie Henny, Sec/Treas., PO 
Box 9275, Brooks, OR 97305. 503-792-3448 
<mhn@gervais.com> <www.northcountrycheviot.
com> 

AMERICAN OXFORD SHEEP ASSOCIATION, David 
Trotter, Secretary, 9305 Zollman Rd., Marysville, IN 
47141. 812-256-3478. <secretary@americanoxfords.
org> <www.americanoxfords.org>

BARBADOS BLACKBELLY SHEEP ASSOCIATION 
INTERNATIONAL, registry for American Black-
belly & Barbados Blackbelly hair sheep. Gorgeous, 
exotic-looking sheep. No shearing, very hardy, 

worm-tolerent, regularly twin unassisted. Bred for 
superior meat quality! Directory of breeders at 
<www.blackbellysheep.org> 

COLUMBIA SHEEP BREEDERS OF AMERICA, 
Charlie Worm, Executive Secretary, 507-360-2160.  
<charliew@extendedag.com> <www.columbiasheep.
org>

FINE FLEECE SHETLAND SHEEP ASSOCIATION 
INC, FFSA Performance Registry, W7505 Hwy. 11, 
Monroe, WI 53566. 608-558-5099 <ffssa2011@
yahoo.com> <www.finefleeceshetlandsheep.org> 
Preserving, promoting and education of Traditional 
1927cm Shetland Sheep.

FINNSHEEP BREEDERS ASSOCIATION, Secretary, 
Anne-Marie Elkins, 110 W. 6th Ave, #318, Ellens-
burg, WA 98926. <FBAsecretary@finnsheep.org> 
<www.finnsheep.org> 785-456-8500.

JACOB SHEEP BREEDERS ASSOCIATION 
Dedicated to conserving Jacob sheep through regis-
tration and education.Discover this majestic, heritage 
breed! <www.jsba.org>

KATAHDIN HAIR SHEEP INTERNATIONAL,  
KHSI Operations, PO Box 739, Fowlerville, MI 
48836, 717-335-8280. <info@katahdins.org>  
<www.katahdins.com>

NORTH AMERICAN BABYDOLL SHEEP ASSO-
CIATION AND REGISTRY (NABSSAR). Protect-

ing, preserving and promoting the BABYDOLL 
Southdown. Affordable yearly dues, registrations &  
transfers. Quarterly newsletter. BoDs available to 
answer questions. Online breeders list updated 
monthly. Member access to pedigrees. Associa-
tion is active on social media. <www.nabssar.org>  
NABSSAR 

N O R T H  A M E R I C A N  C L U N  F O R E S T  
ASSOCIATION, Rich Fitz, Sec./Treas., 5185 N 
Washburn Rd, Davison, MI 48423. 810-299-3417. 
<nacfassn@gmail.com> <clunforestsheep.org>

NORTH AMERICAN ROMANOV SHEEP AS-
SOCIATION, Don Kirts, Secretary, PO Box 
1126, Pataskala, OH 43062-1126. 740-927-3098.  
<admin@narsa-us.com> <www.narsa-us.com>

NORTH AMERICAN WENSLEYDALE SHEEP 
ASSOCIATION, PO Box 448, Scio, OR 97374, 
<info@WensleydaleSheep.org> <www.Wensleydale 
Sheep.org> 

Purebred Dexter Cattle Association of North Amer-
ica (844) 732-2669 <www.DEXTERSTODAY.com>  
<pdcanow@gmail.com>

TEXEL SHEEP BREEDERS SOCIETY, Niki 
Fisher Secretary.  2720 NE 25th Ave, Payette, 
ID.  Phone Inquiries: Walt Threlfall 740-881-4417.   
<usatexels@gmail.com><www.usatexels.org>

UNITED SUFFOLK SHEEP ASSOCIATION, 
Amanda Everts, Executive Secretary, PO Box 121, 
Holland, IA 50642 641-684-5291, Cell: 641-680-
6509, Fax: 734-335-7646. <info@suffolks.org>  
<www.suffolks.org>

N AVA J O - C H U R R O  S H E E P  A S S O C I A -
TION, PO Box 19840, Boise, ID 83719. 208-
562-1961.  <spindanceacres@gmai l .com> 
<www.navajo-churrosheep.com>

UNITED HORNED HAIR SHEEP ASSOCIA-
TION, INC. (UHHSA), Association Office and  
Registrar: PO BOX 161, New Lebanon, OH 
45345. ph# 937-430-1768. <uhhsa@yahoo.com>  
<www.unitedhornedhairsheepassociation.org> 
Painted Desert, Texas Dall, Black Hawaiian,  
Corsican, Desert Sand, New Mexico Dahl, Multi-
horned Hair, Mouflon and American Heavy  
Horned.

AMERICAN NORTH COUNTRY CHEVIOT SHEEP 
ASSOCIATION, Bonnie Henny, Sec./Treas., PO 
Box 9275., Brooks, OR 97305. 503-792-3448.  
<mhn@gervais.com> <www.northcountrycheviot.
com> 

AMERICAN ROMNEY BREEDERS AS-
SOCIATION, JoAnn Mast, 58221 Lee Val-
ley Rd., Coquille, OR 97423. 541-572-3094.  
<secretary@americanromney.org> <www.american 
romney.org> 

CONTINENTAL DORSET CLUB Inc., Debra  
Hopk ins ,  Execu t i ve  Sec re ta ry /Treasu r -
er, PO Box 506, North Scituate, RI 02857. 
4 0 1 - 6 4 7 - 4 6 7 6 .  F a x  4 0 1 - 6 4 7 - 4 6 7 9 .  
<cdcdorset@cox.net> <www.dorsets.homestead.
com> Dorset sheep.

iamcountryside.com/shop
 970-392-4419

More than 200 color photos, a  
step-by-step tutorial to plant  

identification, details on potentially 
confusing plants, a foraging calendar 

showing harvest times and more.

A Guide to  
Identifying,  
Harvesting,  

and Preparing  
Edible Wild Plants

countryside :: associations
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BUY, SELL, TRADE • EQUIP YOUR HOMESTEAD • PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
JUST $3.15/WORD: 20 WORD MINIMUM • MAY/JUNE 2020 DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 19, 2020

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY

(Approval of an ad does not constitute an endorsement.)

BEEKEEPING

COOKBOOK

GREENHOUSES

Propane and Solar Refrigerators/Freezers, 
Gas Lights, Solar Panels, Propane Ranges 
and more. Free Brochures. 1-800-771-7702.  
www.BensDiscountSupply.com.

MILLER BEE SUPPLY YOUR BEEKEEPING  
EXPERTS SINCE 1976! Check us out for all your 
beekeeping needs. Whether you are just starting 
out or already have bees we are here to assist 
your needs. Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184. 
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, NC 
28659. Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com Website:  
www.millerbeesupply.com.

FREE Book: A Bible message on Life-Death-Hereafter. 
FREE Tracts: Why does a Loving God permit Calami-
ties, The New Earth. Bible Standard Ministries (CM). 
1156 St. Matthews Road. Chester Springs, PA 19425. 
www.biblestandard.com.

Tough Greenhouse Plastics, Pond Liners. Resists 
hailstones. Samples. Box 42, Neche, ND 58265.  
204-327-5540. <www.northerngreenhouse.com>

CBD OIL and other CBD/Hemp Products!  
Hempworx offers 250, 500, 750 or 1500 mg.  
Full spectrum 0.03% THC or board spectrum  
that is THC free. Not all cbd oils are safe, make sure 
yours is certified and 3rd party tested, like this one! 
Google cbd and what you want to feel better from 
or about. The benefits are endless. Get yours today 
with a 60 day money back guarantee even if the  
bottle is EMPTY! More Information or order at: 
www.cbdgoldendrop.com or text CBDINFO to 
715-965-1234.

Stop Nighttime Leg Cramps in one minute. Old Amish 
formula. See it at: <www.StopsLegCramps.com>

HERBALCOM bulk herbs, spices, supplements. 
Quality at best prices. Free freight. Save at  
<www.herbalcom.com> or 888-649-3931 for Free 
Catalog.

Visit www.PartsDeptOnline.com for great deals on 
new milking equipment for cows and goats. We sup-
ply to all size dairies. Call for a free 180pg catalog. 
1-800-245-8222.

PIANO TUNING PAYS. Learn with American School 
home-study course. Tools included. 1-800-497-9793.

REJECTED? Divorce? Remarriage? Free Book: 
“What the Bible Really Teaches On Divorce & Remar-
riage” Write: LFCF, 27216 Ingel Rd., Brookfield, MO 
64648. www.TheRightJesus.com.

THE MIDNIGHT CRY has sounded. The angel of 
REVELATION 14:6 has come. Free literature. 800-
752-1507. <www.ccem1929.com>

WANT TO PURCHASE minerals and other oil/gas 
interests. Send details to: PO Box 13557, Denver, 
CO 80201.

“Why We Live After Death”, The Search for Truth” 
and more FREE titles from Grail Forum, 786 Jones 
Road, Vestal, NY 13850, 1-800-205-7307 or www.
grailforum.com

Colored & White Meat Broilers, layer chicks, turkeys, 
lots more. Free catalog. Myers Poultry Farm, 966 
Ragers Hill Rd., South Fork, PA 15956. 814-539-7026. 
<www.myerspoultry.com>

FREE CATALOG  — Chicks, turkeys, ducklings, 
goslings, guineas, gamebirds, bantams, equipment. 
Hoffman Hatchery, Box 129, Gratz, PA 17030. 717-
365-3694. <www.hoffmanhatchery.com>

Free catalog. Baby chicks, ducks, geese, turkeys, 
gamebirds, Canadian Honkers, wood ducks. Eggs 
to incubators. Books/supplies. 800-720-1134. Strom-
berg’s 4, PO Box 400, Pine River, MN 56474-0400. 
<www.strombergschickens.com>

BOOKS

THE EGG CARTON STORE. Modern service 
and speed, old world quality and value. Over 40 
years of egg packaging and marketing expertise! 
Egg Cartons | Filler Flats | Beautiful Colored 
Cartons | Poultry Supplies. Call for GREAT 
wholesale / pallet quantity pricing! 866-333-1132. 
FREE SHIPPING on all cartons and filler flats  
WWW.EGGCARTONSTORE.COM.

W5SWL Electronics — Ham Radio, 2-way, CB, Hobby 
antenna connectors, electronic parts and accessories. 
www.W5SWL.com

EGG CARTONS

ELECTRONIC HOBBIES

GARDENING

HEALTH

HERBS

MILKING EQUIPMENT

OF INTEREST TO ALL

POULTRY

POULTRY FEED

backyardpoultry. 
iamcountryside.com

America's Favorite  
Poultry Magazine

countryside :: classifieds
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SEEDS/PLANTS/NURSERIES

SHEDS

TOOLS

TRACTORS

WANTED

WORMS

iamcountryside.com/shop
970-392-4419

WORMS EAT MY GARBAGE
How to  
Set Up &  
Maintain a 
Worm  
Composting  
System

HEARTLAND HIGHLAND CATTLE 
ASSOCIATION AND REGISTRATION

For a Free Informational Packet, email or phone
heartlandhighlandcattle@gmail.com

www.heartlandhighlandcattleassociation.org/registry
Info to register Highland cattle email 

hhcaregistry@gmail.com
417.345.0575  • text 417.733.3201

Interested in a Heritage Breed? 
9TH Annual Spring Highland Cattle Auction

Saturday, April 25, 2020
Mid Missouri Stockyard, Lebanon, MO.

www.highlandauction.com

Heartland Highland-GRTJF20.indd   1 11/7/19   1:24 PM

All American Pressure Canner, the only pressure 
canner that forms a metal to metal seal eliminating 
the need for lid gasket replacement. Offers large 
capacity canning to make pressure canning your 
meats, vegetables and fruits easy. Easy Cleanup. 
800-251-8824. www.allamerican1930.com.

FRUIT TREES, NUT TREES, GRAPE PLANTS–
Large selection. Reasonable prices. 1-866-600-5203 
for free catalog. Schlabach s, 2784-C Murdock Rd., 
Medina, NY 14103.

Classic Sheds, LLC. Eli Huston, ph 715-316-3607. 
Wisconsin Amish Quality stock or custom sheds built to 
your needs, delivered and set up. Give us a call today 
to get discuss what you need! Serving Wisconsin Area.

CROSSCUT SAWS: SAW TOOLS, knives, fire-
wood cutting, people-powered tools. Catalog, $1 
U.S., $3 Foreign. Crosscut Saw Company, PO Box 
7878, Seneca Falls, NY 13148. 315-568-5755. 
<www.crosscutsaw.com>

TRACTOR PARTS and more for older and antique 
farm tractors. Free access to thousands of articles, 
photos and technical info, plus our popular discussion 
forums. <www.YesterdaysTractors.com>

AUTOGRAPHS, BANNERS, POLITICAL PINS, 
leathers, baseball cards, sports memorabilia wanted. 
Highest prices paid. Write: Stan Block, 128 Cynthia 
Rd., Newton, MA 02459.

“Raising Earthworms for Profit”  Illustrated manual 
for successful growing and selling - $15. Request 
free brochure describing all our books.  Shields 
Publications, PO Box 669-E, Eagle River, WI  54521. 
<wormbooks@wormbooks.com> <www.wormbooks.
com> 715-479-4810.

<www.GreenGregsWormFarm.com> Bedrun 
Redworms–2,250/33, 5,000/$55, 10,000/$95, 
20,000/$180. Postpaid-Fishing, Composting, Garden-
ing. Greg Allison, 112 Stilwell Drive, Toney, AL 35773. 
”How to Guides” included. 256-859-5538.

POULTRY SUPPLIES

IInnffrraarreedd  RRaaddiiaanntt  HHeeaatt  

sweeterheater.com 
771155--665511--99775577  

PRESERVING

countryside :: classifieds



Free Exchanges • Free Returns

Call 1(800) 429-0039
Gravity Defyer Corp.

10643 Glenoaks Blvd. Pacoima, CA 91331

Promo Code PS3CMJ5
www.gravitydefyer.com

Expires June 30, 2020

$30 OFF
YOUR ORDER

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

SHOCK ABSORPTION SYSTEM
PATENTED VERSOSHOCK® SOLE

*Results of a double-blind study conducted by Olive View UCLA Medical Center.

I‘ve had lower back pain for 
years. Walking in these shoes 
was life changing for me. I feel 

like I’m walking on air.
– Bill F.

Ultimate Comfort

Renewed Energy

Maximum Protection

Improve Posture

Enjoy the benefi ts of exercise 
with proven pain relief.

75%
LESS
FOOT
PAIN

92%
LESS 

ANKLE
PAIN

91%
LESS 
BACK
PAIN

85%
LESS
KNEE
PAIN

Live Life without pain
Plantar Fasciitis • Arthritis • Joint Pain • Heel Spurs • Back & Knee Pain

$155
Men Sizes 7.5-15 M/W/XW

- Black TB9025MBB
- Red/Gray TB9022MRG

Women Sizes 6-11 M/W/XW

- Black/Blue TB9022FTL
- Gray/Teal TB9022FGU

G-DEFY ION AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE

WIDE & X-WIDE
WIDTH AVAILABLE

VersoShock® U.S Patent #US8,555,526 B2. This product has not been evaluated by the FDA. Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any disease. $30 off 
applies to orders of $100 or more for a limited time. Cannot be combined with other offers. 9% CA sales tax applies to orders in California. Shoes must 
be returned within 30 days in like-new condition for full refund or exchange. Credit card authorization required. See website for complete details. 

PS3CMJ5_Countryside.indd   1PS3CMJ5_Countryside.indd   1 12/27/19   4:14 PM12/27/19   4:14 PM



Get 10% off 
until Feb 29th 
with code 
EBD10
Take delivery whenever

You might have noticed we’ve changed some things. Our business 
has grown and evolved over the years, and we felt it was time for 
an update. Our new identity had to satisfy all of the existing 
expectations of what our original mark stands for...while also 
moving the brand forward. We are truly grateful to you for 
choosing us and giving us this opportunity to grow. None of our 
achievements would have been possible without you and your 
loyalty and support.loyalty and support.

9839 Winton Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45231
www.mthealthy.com
info@mthealthy.com

P: (800) 451-5603
F: (513) 521-6902

SCAN
ME 

TO FLIP 
THROUGH 
OUR 2020 
CATALOG


